



T H B 


HEETOPADES 

O F 

VEESHNdd-SARMAj 

IN A SERIES OF CONNECTED 

FABLES, 

INTERSPERSED WITH 

MORAL, PRUDENTIAL, and POLITICAL 

MAXIMS 

TRANSLATED FROM AN ANCIENT MANCSCRIET 

IN THE 

SANSKREET LANGUAGE. 

WITH 

EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

B y 

CHARLES WILKINS. 


BATH: 

PRINTED BY R. CRUTTWELL, 

AND SOLD BY C. NOURSE, IN THE STRAND, LONDON, 

AND 

J. MARSHALL, MILSOM-STREET, BATH. 


, MPCCI.XXXyX2« 






T O 


NATHANIEL SMITH, 

S I R, 

W HILST I comply with the 
didates of propriety in placing 
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Your moll faithful, 
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CHARLES WILKINS. 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

T he following tranflation, begun and 
compleated this fummer during a 
temporary refidence at Bath, is a faithful 
portrait of a beautiful work, which in the 
opinions of many learned men. Natives and 
Europeans, with whom I had the honour to 
converfe upon the fubjeft before I left Bengal, 
is theSANSKREET original of thofe celebrated 
fables, which after palfing through moft of 
the Oriental languages, ancient and modern, 
with various alterations to accommodate 
them, to the tafte and genius of thofe for 
whofe benefit or amufement they were de- 
h figned. 
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figned, and under different appellations, at 
length were introduced to the knowledge of 
the European world with a title importing 
them to have been originally written by 
PiLPAY, or Bidpai, an ancient Brahman ; 
two names of which, as far as my enquiries 
have extended, the Brahmans of the prefent 
times are totally ignorant. Sir William 
Jones, whofe furprifing talents are ever em- 
ployed in feeking frefh fources of knowledge, 
and promoting their cultivation, in an ele- 
gant difcourfe delivered by him the 26th of 
February 1786, fince my return from India, 
at a meeting of the Society for inquiring into 
the Hifory, civil aud natural, the Antiquities, 
Arts, Sciences, and Literature of ^ta, ex- 
preffes his fentiments upon this fubjeft in 
the following words 

** Their (the Hindoos) Heetee-Saflra, or 
** Syftem of Ethicks, is yet preferved, and 
.** the fables of VtefbnoO’-Serma, whom we ri- 

xHculoufly 
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diculoufly call Pilpayy are the moft beauti- 
“ ful, if not the moft ancient, colledion of 
“Apologues in the world; They were firft 
“ tranflated from the Sanjkhet in the fixth 
“ century, by Buzercbumihry or bright its the 
futiy the chief phyfician, and afterwards the 
“ Vizeer of the great Anujbir'wany and are 
“ extant under various names in more than 
“ twenty languages, but their original title 
“ is Hitopadejay or amicable injirublion ; and 
“ as the very exiftence of JEJopy whom the 
“ Arabs believe to have been an Aby/jtniany 
“ appears rather doubtful, I am not difin- 
“ dined to fuppofe, that the firft moral 
“ fables which appeared in Europe were of 
“ Indian or Ethiopian origin.” 

Granting the Heetopades be the work it is 
fuppofed to be, to fave the learned reader the 
trouble of referring to other books to trace 
its hiftory, I have here brought all I have 
collected upon the fubjed under one view. 

The 
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The learned Fraser, in his catalogue of 
Oriental manufcripts, under the article Ayar 
Daniil, fpeaks thus: “The ancient Brah- 
“ mins of India, after a great deal of time 
“ and labour, compiled a treatife, (which they 
“ called Kurtiik Dumnik,^) in which were 
“ inferted the choiceft trcafures of wifdom, 
and the perfectefl: rules for governing a 
“ people. This book they prefented to their 
“ Rajahs, who kept it with the greateft fe- 
“ crefy and care. About the time of Ma- 
“ lsommed'% birth, or the latter end of the 
“ lixth century, Noifiervan the Juft, who 
“ then reigned in Perfia, difcovered a great 
inclination to lee that book: for which 
“ purpofe one Burzuvia, a phylician, who 
“ had a furprizing talent in learning feveral 
“ languages, particularly the Sanjkerrit, was 
“ introduced to him as the propereft perfon 
“ to be employed to get a copy thereof. He 
“ went to India; where, after fome years 

* The Karateka and Damanaka of the following work. 

“ ftay, 
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ftay, and great trouble, he procured it. It 
** was tranflated into the Pehitmi language 
“ by him, and Buzrjumebr the vizir. NoiJIj- 
ervan ever after, and all his fuccellbrs, the 
“ Perlian kings, had this book in high 
** efteem, and took the greateft care to keep 
•* it fecret. At laft uibu Jaffer Manjhur zu 
“ Nikkyt who was the fecond Khaliff of the 
“ Abaffi reign, by great fearch, got a copy 
“ thereof in the Pekluvi language, and or- 
“ dered Imam Hojfan Abdal Mokaffa^ who was 
“ the moft learned of the age, to tranflate 
“ it into Arabic. This prince ever after 
made it his guide, and not only in affairs 
relating to the government, but in private 
life alfo. 

“ In the year 380 of the Hegira^ Sultan 
“ Mahmud Gbazi put it into verfe. And 
“afterwards, in the year 515, by order of 
“ Bberam Sbab hen Majfaud, that which 
“ Abdal ^ Mokaffa had tranflated, was re- 

tranflated 
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“ tranflated into Ferjic^ hyAbul Mala Najfer 
“ Allah Mujioji j and this is that KuUla 
“ Dumna which is now extant. As this 
“ latter had too many Arabic verfes, and ob- 
“ folete phrafes in it, Molana Alt ben Hojfein 
“ Vaez., at the requeft of Emir Sobe'li, keeper 
“ of the feals to Sultan HoJJein Mirza, put it 
into a more modem ftyle, and gave it the 
“ title of Anuar Soheli. 

In the year 1002, the Great Moghol 
“ yalal 0 Din Mahommed Akbar ordered his 
“ own fecretary and vizir, the learned Abut 
“ Fazl, to illuftrate the obfcure paflages, 
abridge the long digreflions, and put it 
“ into fuch a ftile as would be mod: familiar 
to all capacities j which he accordingly 
did, and gave it the name of Ayar Danijhy 
** or the Criterion of Wi/domi* 

From other iburces I have drawn the fol- 
lowing conclufions : — That in the year 1709,* 

the 
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the KuUh Dumnay the Perfian verfion of 
Abul Mala Najfer Allah Mujloji made in the 
5 1 5th year of the Hegira, was tranflated into 
French with the title of Les Confeih et les 
Maximes de Pilpay Philofophe Indien fur les di- 
<vers Etats de la vie. This edition refembles 
the Heetdpades more than any other I have 
feen, and is evidently the immediate ori- 
ginal of the Englifti InfruBhe and entertain- 
ing Fables of Pilpay, an ancient Indian Philo- 
fopker, which in 1775 had gone through five 
editions. 

The Anuar Sohe'li above-mentioned, about 
the year 1540 was rendered into the Turkifli 
language i and the tranflator is faid to have 
beftowed twenty years labour upon it. In 
the year 1724, this edition M. Gallandhtgzn 
to tranflate into French, and the four firft 
chapters were then publilhed; but in the 
year 1778 M. Cardonne compleated the work 
in three volumes, giving it the name of Contes 

et 
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et Fables Indiennes de Bidpai et de Lokman ; 
tradttites d’ udli Fcbelebi-ben Sakb auteur T'urk. 

If the Heetbpades of VecJJmoo-Sarmd be, asr 
we have every reafon to conclude, the proto- 
type of the feveral compofitions which have 
been mentioned, its age is tolerably afcer- 
tained to be upwards of eleven hundred years. 
Few Sanfl:rc£t books bear either the name of 
the real autlior, or the date of the year in 
which they w'ere written i and it is to cir- 
cumftantial evidence we rauft generally truft 
for the proof of citlier. 

In executing this work I have fcrupuloully 
adhered to the text j and 1 have preferred 
drawing a piflure of which it may be faid — 
1 can JuppoJe it a firong Ukemjs^ althougb I am 
kfiacquatnted witb the original^ to a flattering 
portrait, where charadleriftic features, be- 
caufe not altogether confonant to European 
tafte, rauft have been facrificed tp the har- 


mony 
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mony of compofition. I have even attended 
to the form of my model, and have preferved 
vi'hat was originally in verfe diftindt, by in- 
denting every line but the firft of each diftich. 
With refpeft to fuch proper names as are 
left in their original ftate, and which I did 
not tranflate, becaufe I thought they would 
appear always awkward, and often ridiculous, 
in an Englifti drefs, they are fpelt according 
to one uniform plan ; to which if the reader 
will picafe to attend, he will be enabled to 
pronounce them with great facility, and, X 
flatter myfelf, have but little caufe to com- 
plain of interruptions from hard words. 

(g) has always the hard found of that 
letter in gun. 

(j) the foft found of (g) in gin^ or (J) 
in ’James. 

(y) is generally to be confidered as a con- 
fonant, and to be pronounced as that letter 
before a vowel ; as in the yrovdiyarn. 

(h) preceded 
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(h) preceded by another confonant only 
denotes that confonant to be ftrongly af- 
pirated. 

(a) is always to be pronounced as fliort as 
pOiTible, and with the obfcure found of (u) 
in butter. 

(a) long and broad, like (a) m all^ call, 
(eej fhort like (ij in it. Jit. 

(ec) long, 2& (ee) in feel, feeble. 

(bo) fhort, like (oo) in foot, 

(ob) long, as (oo) in cool. 

(e) open, and long, like (e) m. ere. 

(i) long, and as (i) is pronounced in re- 
peating our alphabet, and as in the words 
ire, fire, time. 

(o) long, like (o) in (mer, Dover. 

(ow) long, like (ow) in bow. 


1 regret 
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I regret that the want of Sanfkreet Types, 
to defign and fuperintend the execution of 
which I have not yet found leifure, precludes 
the poflibility of accompanying the tranfla- 
tion with any part of the original. 


C. W. 



ERRATA. 

l^ge 10, line lO^fot Plndeet read Pandect. 

20. 1. 23, after chace infert $g as a reference ta a note, 

63. 1 . 12. for hauuted read haunted. 

67. 1. 6, dele (94) after fpirits. 

68, 1. 8, dele (.) after is, and infert a comma, 

69, ]. I, dele (95) after philofophy, 

HeeranySkI read HecrSnySka, 

80. 1. 2^ for LavSnyavStee read LavS^nyavatcc* 

, 1. lOy for atchieved read achieved. 

— , 1 * i^ifor Br2.hmSranya read BrahmSrSnya* 

86. 1. 13, dele of after fprings. 

97. 1 . %ifor Y 5 gee rW Yogee. 

J2j, 1 . 2, read Sang-jeevSkS. 

146, 1 . I, after diflentions dele (,)• 

149. 1. 22, read SakStS. 

159, I. 19, after dele (:) 

194. 1 . 8, after beft fvpply of Iteres. 

236, 1. i(}jfor confidered, read confidered. 

2^^ for enemies’, read enemy’s. 

269. 1 . 10, /or I snot, read Is not. 

304, I. 10 y for ferm, read term 

107. 1. 1$, for dasa ’phalanee, read dasa*phalanee ; and obferve^that for 
want of the marks of quantity generally ufed in this work, in this place 
the long vowel is diflingullhed by a circumflex accent* 

321, 1* 3 2, /or Srcc-ragara, read Srcc-nagara. 

317, I* 19, for the t , read they ncrcr. 
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THE AUTHOR'S 


INTRODUCTION. 


Reverence to Ganes!‘ 
Reverence to Sai^wateel* 


M ay the completion, through the mercy 
of Dh55rjatee,’ on whofe head is plant- 
ed a crefcent among the frothy ftreams of 
Janhavee,* be for the edification of the 
worthy ! 

This work, entitled HeetSpades,* affordeth 
elegance in the Sanfkreet*^ idioms, in every 
part variety of language, and inculcateth 
the dodlrine of Prudence and Policy. 


> The God of Prudence and Policf . 

^ The Goddeit of Harmony and the Am* 

[For the reft of the Notes, referred to by figures, lee die end of the work.] 

B The 
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The wife man fliould ftudy t^c acquifition 
of fcience and riches, as if he were not 
fubjeft to ficknefs and death} but to the 
duties of religion he fhould attend, as if 
death had leized him by the hair. 

Knowledge produceth humility; from hu-;- 
mility proceedeth worthinefs; from wor- 
thinefs riches are acquired; from riches 
religion,^ and thence happinefs. 

Of all things Knowledge is efteemed the 
moil precious treafure; becaufe of its in- 
capacity to be ftolen, to be given away, 
or ever to be confumed. 

Knowledge introduceth a man to acquaint- 
ance; and, as the humble ftream to the 
ocean, fo doth it conduft him into the 
hard-acquired prefence of the Prince, 
whence fortune floweth. 

There are two fpecies of Knowledge in ufe: 
—the knowledge of arms, and the know- 
ledge of books. The firll is the feoff of 
the wife, whilft the laft is for ever ho- 
noured. 

As the impreflions made upon a new veflel 
are not ealily to be effaced; fo here youth 
are taught Prudence through the allure- 
ment of fable. 


This 
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This work is divided under four heads; 
7he Acquifition of a Friend. The Separation of 
a Favourite. Of Difputing. Of making Peace. 
And it is, chiefly, drawn and written from 
the Tantra and other Saftras.* 

On the banks of the river BhageSi^thee" 
there is a remarkable city called Patanee- 
p66tra,“ where there was formerly a Raja, 
endued with every noble quality, whofe 
name was Soodarsana.” One day he heard 
the two following verfes, as they were re- 
peating by fome one: 

He who is not poflefled of fuch a book as 
will difpel many doubts, point out hidden 
treafures, and is, as it were, a mirror of 
all things, is even an ignorant man. 
Youth, abundant wealth, high birth, and 
inexperience, are, each of them, the iburce 
of ruin. What then muff be the fate of 
him in whom all four are combined ? 

The Raja had no fooner heard thefe lines 
than he began to confider, with an alflifted 
heart, the iltuation of his fons, who were 
yet unacquainted with books, and wander- 
ing in the paths of error. 

B 2 


What 
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What benefit is there in a fon ,who is nei- 
ther learned nor virtuous ! Or, of what 
ufe is a fightlefs eye? Such an eye is but 
pain ! 

Again : 

He is truly born, by whofe birth his genera- 
tion is exalted; or elfe, who is there in 
this tranfitory life, who being dead, is not 
born again ?" 

So it is faid, 

Of the child unborn, the dead, and the fool, 
the two firll, and not the laft, are the 
leaft to be lamented; for the two firft 
caufe but a tranfient forrow, whilft the 
laft is an eternal plague. 

Again ; 

One child of genius is a blelfing; nbt fo even 
a hundred fools: A fingle moon dilpelleth 
darknefs better than a hoft of ftars. 

The child of him, whofe tranfgrellions are 
expiated by penances performed at places 
of holy pilgrimage, Ihould be obedient, 
prolperous, virtuous, and happy. 

And it is faid alfb. 

An influx of riches, and conftant health; a 
wife who is dear to one, and one who is 
of kind and gentle fpeech; a child who is 

obedient. 
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obedient, and ufeful knowledge, are, my 
fon, the fix pleafures of life. 

A father who contrafteth debts is an enemy, 
and a mother falfe to her bed; a beautiful 
wife is an enemy; an ignorant Ion is an 
enemy. 

Learning to the unexperienced is a poifon ; 
eating upon a full ftomach is a poifon; 
the fociety of the vulgar is a poifon; a 
young wife to an old man is a poifon. 

A man is refpefted, even for the merits of 
his fon. Let the cane‘* of the bow be 
ever fo clean, deficient in other qualities, 
what will it do ? 

Alas ! my fon, that fo many nights have 
fweetly palled away, and thou art ftiU 
untaught ; wherefore, in the Ibciety of the 
learned, thou finkelt like an ox in the mire. 

Then how lhall thefe my fons be now 

rendered accomplilhed ? when it is laid, 

The age, the aftions, the wealth, the know- 
ledge, and even the death, of every one is 
determined in his mother’s womb. 

The determined fate of all beings, let them 
be ever fo great, inevitably happeneth: 

B 3 Naked- 
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Nakednefs is the fate of NeelaHnt,'* and 
of Haree” fleeping on a great ferpent. 

What is not to be, that is not to bej if it 
be to come to pafs, it cannot be otherwife. 
This reafoning is an antidote. Why doth 
not the afOidled drink of it ? 

But foch are the idle fentiments of certain 

men who admit not of works ; for, 

Whilft a man confideth in providence, he 
Ihould not flacken his own exertions j for 
without labour he is unworthy to obtain 
the oil from the feed. 

Fortune attendeth that lion amongfi men 
who exerteth himfelf. They are weak 
men who declare fate the foie caufe. 

Subdue fate, and exert human ftrength to 
the utmoll of your power j and if, when 
pains have been taken, fuccefs attend not, 
in whom is the blame? 

As the chariot will not move upon a lingle 
wheel } even fo fate fucceedeth not with- 
out human exertion. 

It is faid, fate is nothing but the deeds com- 
mitted in a former Bate of exigence} 
wherefore, it behoyeth: a man vigilantly 
to exert the powers he is polfeffed of.‘* 


As 
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As the pityEter forrtifeth the lump of day into 
whatever fliape he liketh, even fo' may a 
man regulate his own adriohs.” 

Again ; 

Although, in the ftory of the CrovE and Tal** 
fruit, one was feen to have found a trea- 
fure before him, fate of itfelf did not pre- 
fent it: fome exertion was ftill expeded. 

Good fortune is the offspring of our endea- 
vours, although there be nothing fweeter 
than eafe. The deer are not wont to pre- 
cipitate themfelves into the mouth of the 
fleeping lion. 

The boy who hath been exercifed under his 
parents’ care, attaineth the ftate of an ac- 
compliflied manj but the child becometh 
not a PandS^t whilft in the ftate he drop- 
ped from the womb. 

That mother is an enemy, and that father a 
foe, by whom not having been inftru6ted, 
their fon ftiineth not' in the aflemblyj but 
appeareth there, like a booby among geefe.'® 

Men deficient in learning fhine not, al- 
though they may be pofTefled of youth 
artd'feauty, and of a noble race: They are 

, like' the floiver Keensook, deftitute of fra- 
grance'. 


A fool. 
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A fool, too, may fliine in the aflembly, dref- 
fed in fine garments; but the fool ftiineth 
no longer than he holdeth his tongue. 

The Raja having thus meditated for a 
while, convened a council of Pandects, whom 
he addrefied in the following words: — “ Ye 
“ learned men, attend! Is there a man to be 
“ found who (hall, by precepts drawn from 
“ Neetee-Saftras,“ be able to perfect the 
“ birth of my fons, who are yet uninformed, 
“ and conftantly wandering in the paths of 
“ error ? For, 

As a piece of glafs, from the vicinity of gold, 
acquireth the colour of a topaz ; fo a fool 
may derive fome confequence from the 
prefence of a wife man. 

Again: 

The mind is depraved by the Ibcicty of the 
low; it rifeth to equality with equals; 
and to diftin£tion with the diftinguilhed.” 

Of this afiembly there was a great Pan- 
dect by name Veelhnoo-Sarma,” well verfed 
in the principles of all the Neetee-Saftr^, 
as it were another Vreehalpatee,“ who re- 
plied. 
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plied, — “ Thefe young Princes, O mighty 
Raja ! being the offsprings of an illuftrious 
race, are capable of being inftru6led in the 
“ Neetee-Saftrasj but 

Labour, bellowed on nothing, is fruitlefs : 
With infinite pains a booby will not, pre- 
fently, talk like a parrot. 

In a noble race, levity without virtue is fel- 
dom found. In a mine of rubies, when 
fhall we find pieces of glafs ? 

“ Wherefore, I will engage, that in the Ipace 
“ of fix months, I will render thy fons well 
" acquainted with the do6trines of the Nee- 
« tee Saftras.” 

The Raja then relpeflfully faid : 

Even a reptile, when attached to a flower, 
may mount upon the head of the holy j 
even a flone, when fet up and confecrated 
by the great, attmneth divinity. 

For it is faid. 

As a thing on the eaftern mountains Ihineth 
by the prefence of the fun j fo one of 
humble birth, even, may be eniightened 
by the allurements of good books. 


Men 
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Men of good or evil birth may be poflefled 
of good qualities ; but', felling into bad 
company, they become vicious. Rivers 
flow with fweet waters j but, having joined 
the ocean, they become undrinkable. 

Then be thou an example to thefe, my fons, 
for the acquifition of virtue. Having faid 
this, he refpe6tfully delivered his fons into the 
charge of Veeflinoo-Sarma; and that learned 
Pandeet, foon after, feized the opportunity, 
when they were, for amufement, fitting to- 
gether upon the terrace of their father’s pa- 
lace, to introduce his advice to the young 
princes in the following lines : 

I^earning to a man is a name fuperior to 
beauty; learning is better than hidden 
treafure. Learning is a companion on a 
journey to a flrange country ; learning is 
ftrength inexhauftible. Learning is the 
fource of renown, and the fountain of 
victory in the fenate, Learning is a fu- 
perior fight; learning is a livelihood; and 
a man in this world without learning is 
as a bead of the field. 


A country 
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A country deprived of the Ganges is fmitten j 
a family without learning is fmitten j a 
woman without a child is fmitten; a fa-r 
crifice without the Brahman’s rights is 
fmitten, 

Wife men pafs their time in amufements 
drawn from the works of the poets ; whilft 
fools fquander theirs in ufclefs purfuits, 
floth, or riot. 

For your amufement, therefore, faid he, I 
am going to relate fome curious ftories of a 
Crow, a Tortoife, and other animals. 


CHAP. 1. 

The Acq^jisition of a Friend. 

V Eefhnod-Sarma then told the young 
princes to , attend, and faid, — The 
prefcnt fulgedf to be difcuifed is, ne Acqui- 
Jition of a Friend ; to which thefe following 
lines are an introduffion : 


Wife 
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U^ife and Jincere friends^ although poor and de- 
Jiitute of implements^ may fpeedily effeSl our 
purpofes% as in the infances of the Crow^ the 
‘Tortoifet the Deer^ and the Moufe. 

The young princes demanded how this wasj 
and Veeflinoo-Sarma related as follows: 

Fable I. 

ON the banks of the river Godavaree 
there was a Salmalee^’ tree, to whofe fpread- 
ing branches birds of various fpecies were 
wont to flock, from every quarter, to rooft. 
Early one morning, when darknefs was dif- 
perfing, and the moon, whofe emblem is the 
flower Koomoodeenee-nayaka,** was recli- 
ning upon the fummit of the mountain 
Charama, a certain Crow, whofe name was 
Laghoopatanaka,*’ being awake, chanced to 
efpy a fowler coming that way, who appeared 
to him as another angel of death. Having 
regarded him, and confidered for a moment, 
he faid to himfelf, — This unwelcome vifit 
happeneth to day very early, and I know not 
what may be the confequence. So, ponder- 
ing upon what he faw, he, was feized with a 
panic, and flew out of the wayj for, 

A thoufand 
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A thoufand occafionsfor forrow, and a hun- 
dred for fear, day by day aflail the fool ; 
not fo the wife man. 

Yet, it is faid, that men of the world muft 
abfolutely a£t according to thefe lines : 

Every time we rife, great fear is to be appre- 
hended; for, to-day, of death, ficknefs, 
and forrow, who knoweth which may fall 
upon us ? 

The fowler, having firft ftrewed Ibme 
rice upon the ground, fpread his nets; and 
whilft this was tranfafling, it happened that 
Cheetra-greeva,** the chief of a flock of pi- 
geons, was in the air flying about with his 
attendants. He faw the grains of rice upon 
the ground ; and perceiving that his flock 
Ihewed an inclination to partake of them, he 
addrefled them thus : — Beware, my friends ! 
Whence, think you, (hould rice be produced 
in a place like this, void of inhabitants ? Let 
this, therefore, be inveftigated ; for I con- 
ceive no good can come of it, left we fliould 
experience a fate flmilar to what is mentioned 
in the following lines : 


A 'traveller t 
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A Traveller y through lujl of goldy being plunged 
into an inextricable mircy is killed and de^ 
voured by an old Tiger. 

How did this happen ? demanded the 
pigeons, and their chief related as follows : 

Fable II. 

AS I was travelling on the fouthem road, 
once upon a time, I faw an old Tiger feated 
upon the bank of a large river, with a bunch 
of Koosa*^ grafs in his paw, calling out to 
every one who paffed, — Ho ! ho ! traveller, 
take this golden bracelet. But every one was 
afraid to approach him to receive it. At 
length, however, a certain traveller, tempted 
by avarice, regarded it as an inftance of good 
fortune ; but, faid he, in this there is per- 
fonal danger, in which we are not warranted 
to proceed. 

Confidence Ihould not be put in rivers ; in 
animals which have claws or horns j in 
men with weapons in their hands j nor in 
women j nor in thofe of royal birth. 

It is not good to pafs by that we difiike, 
even to gain that which we like ; for the 
water of life becometh mortal when mixed 
with a poifon. 
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Yet, faid he, there is rifle in every under- 
taking, for the acquihtion of wealth : Hence, 
it is faid, 

No man beholdeth profperity who doth 
not encounter danger; but having en- 
countered danger, if he furviveth, he be- 
holdeth it. 

This I have confidered, and now let me afk 
thee plainly, where is thy gold ? But flop, 
Tigers eat men, and the opinion of the 
world is hard to be defeated ; for. 

The people, mere followers of one another, 
hold up a bawd and a Brahman who is a 
cow-killer, as examples in our religion.** 

I too, replied the Tiger, have read religious 
hooks : Hear what they fay, 

. In granting and in refufing, in joy and in 
forrow, in liking and in difliking, good 
men, becaufe of their own likenels, fhew 
mercy unto all things which have life. 

As their own lives are moft dear to them, fb 
alfo are thofe of ail creatures. Good men, 

becaufe 
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.parity It tfd be the pom;^ is 

t: 4:iiitiBi': O joy o£ die hoife of HiidSS.*® 

The Traveller then alked him, where was 
the bracket; aa^ the Tiger having held out 
his paw, iheweid it lo him, iaid|'>*«4jaok 
at St, it ia|i g^d^sbraeelot. Jfow ihatt;^?! 
p^ coiifidfo^ in theei laid the 'i'ravd^; 

Tiger replied^— Forjaerly, in ^ da|^ 
I was of a very 

as a punifhment for the many 
''j^j|||p|}^ttlel had.murdered,'^ num^ 
rd!iit:«|SMim «spd'^i .was dl&-:).d^iaeed 
,af ..^ly 'pm^tvT <adi 

: Tl^a^beiag ;the''Ca&, ' i’.i|»aa^"^> 
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The ftudy of what is ordained,’** charity, 
mortifications of the flefh, and facrifices ; 
fortitude, forgivenefs, redtitude, and mp** 
defty, form the true way, and are recorded 
the eight-fold divilion of our duty. 

Of thefe, the firft clafs, confifting of four, is 
attended to for the fake of hereafter j and 
the latter clafs of four, prelideth in every 
great mind. 

So far, you fee, continued the Tiger, I 
have an intereft in wifhing to give away, to 
fome one, this golden bracelet from off my 
own wrift j and as thou appeared to be ra- 
ther a poor man, I prefer giving it to thee, 
according to this faying ; 

Make choice of the poor, O Ion of Koontee,” 
and beftow not thy gifts on others. Me- 
dicine is to be adminiftered to the fick j 
for of what benefit is phyfic to thofe who 
are in health ? 

And this : 

The gift which is to be given, fhould be 
given gratuitoufly j in time, in place, and 
to a proper objeft j and fuch a gift is re- 
corded a righteous gift. 

C Then 
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Then go, and having purified’* thyfelf in this 
ftream, take the golden bracelet. — The Tra- 
veller no fooner begins to enter the river to 
purify himfelf, than he flicks fafl in the 
mud, and is unable to efcape. The Tiger 
told him he would help him out ; and creep- 
ing roftly towards him, the poor Traveller is 
feized, and inflantly exclaims to himfelf, — 
Alas ! the career of my heart is cut Ifiort 
by fate ! 

The natural dilj.)ofition of every animal conr 
quereth, and prefideth over his qualifica- 
tions ; for from that nature he pafleth 
not, either for qualifications or ornamen- 
tal accomplilliments. 

He readeth not the Dharma-Saflra,” — is this 
the caufe j or doth he not fludy the Veds?’^ 
In this matter the natural difpofition of 
his wicked fpirit prevaileth, even as the 
milk of the cow is by nature fweet.” 

What is done for thofe who have not their 
paflions in fubjeftion, is like waftiing the 
elephant.’* Service rendered to the un- 
fortunate is, for the mofl part, like know- 
ledge without praiflice. 


Jdkl 
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I did not well in that I placed confidence in 
one of fuch an evil difpofition ! for it is faid. 

The natural, and no other qualities fliould be 
examined j for the natural qualities pafs 
over all others, and mount upon the head. 

But whilft the unfortunate Traveller was 
thus meditating on his fate, he was devoured 
by the Tiger. I have faid, therefore, T'hrough 
the luji of a bracelet y &c. and hence alfo, it is 
at no time proper to undertake any thing 
without examination} as in the following 
faying: 

Well-digefted food, a well-difcerning child, 
a well-governed wife, a prince well ferved, 
a fpeech well confidered, and an aftion well 
weighed, are not, even in very long time, 
attended by difagreeable confequences. 

One of the pigeons, who was of a haughty 
fpirit, having heard what had been faid, ex- 
claimed, — Ha! what is this? Is it not faid. 

In times of neceffity the words of the wile 
are worthy to be obferved; by whofe de- 
C 2 termination 
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termination we may freely engage in all 
things, even in eating.*’' 

All things upon the face of the earth, our 
meat and our drink, bear caufe of fufpi- 
cionj then how is forbearance to be exer- 
cifed, and life to be fupported? 

Again it is faid, 

Thefe fix — ^The peevifii, the niggard, the dif- 
fatisfied, the palfionate, the fufpicious, and 
thofe who live upon others means — are 
for ever unhappy. 

So having heard thefe words, the whole flock 

flew down upon the grain. 

Thofe, even, who poflTefs very many Saftras, 
are learned in the Veds, and are the dif- 
pellers of doubt, experience trpuble, whei^ 
their reafon is blinded by avarice. 

From covetoufnefs proceedeth ill-nature, and 
of ill-nature is born ftubbomnefs; from 
flubbomnefs is created a delufion of rea- 
ibn,** and that delufion is the caufe of fin. 

The birth pf a golden deer is imppflible; 
neverthelels Ram longed for the chace. 
In times of misfortune, men’s underftand- 
in^s even are fullied. 


At 
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At length they were all, in confequence of 
their covetoufnefs, confined by the threads 
of the net j and they prefently began to lay 
the blame upon him, by whofe advice they 
had defcended. So it is faid, 

A man fliould not ftrive to precede his fel- 
lows; fqr, fiiould the work fucceed, the 
booty is equal, and if it fail, the lead^ 
is punilhed. 

Cheetra-greeva hearing their reproaches, 
faid, It is not his fault. It is faid, 

-To thofe who are fallen into misfortunes, 
what was a blefling becometh an evil: To 
a child in confinement, its mother’s knee 
is a binding poll. 

He who hath the refolirtion to extricate one 
from bis misfortunes, who is fallen into 
difficulties by another’s fault, is a Pandeet; 
not he who hefitateth about the means he 
ihould employ for the deliverance of the 
diftreffed. 

Hefitation, in times of misfortune, is the 
mark of a coward ; wherefore, depend upon 

relblution. 
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refolution, and let a remedy be thought of j 
according to thefe lines. 

Fortitude in adverfity, and moderation in 
prolperity5 eloquence in the fenate, and 
courage in the field; great glory in re- 
nown, and labour in ftudy ; are the natural 
perfeftions of great minds. 

Again : 

There are here fix faults, which a man ought 
to avoid : The defire of riches, drowfinefs, 
floth, idlenefs, tedioufnefs, fear, and anger. 

Let this be done immediately: Let us all, 
with one accord, take up the net, and fly 
away with it ; according to thefe lines : 

Combination is beft for men, either with 
their own tribe or with ftrangers ; for even 
a grain of rice groweth not, when divided 
from its hulk. 

A combination even of fmall things ferveth 
an occafion : An intoxicated elephant may 
be bound with a few ftraws, when formed 
into a rope. 

Having confidered this, the pigeons, with 
one accord, took up the net, and flew away 

with 
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with it. Prefently the fowler, feeing the 
robbers of his net at a great diftance, pur- 
fued them; and as he ran, thefe were his 
thoughts: 

Thefe travellers of the air have combined to 
rob me of my net; but when they ftiall 
fall down, they will come into my power. 

But foon finding they had pafTed the confines 
of his fight, the poor fowler turned back 
from the purfuit. 

The pigeons now demanded what was to 
be done; and Cheetra-greeva replied, 

A mother is a friend, and a father is a friend ; 
but both thefe are from nature kind; but 
there are others who are benevolent from 
cafual motives. 

Our friend Heeranyaka,*'* the noble moule, 
lives upon the banks of the Gandakee.*‘ He 
may be able to gnaw our fnare afunder with 
his teeth. Having confidered this propofal, 
they all flew to the refidence of Heeranyaka, 
who, from his conftant dread of the Crows, 

had 
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had made himfelf a hole with a hundred out- 
lets, wherein he remained fecuied, according 
to this verfe: 

There was an old moufe, well read in the 
Neetee-Saftras,** who, before the approach 
of danger, kept himfelf within a hole with 
a hundred doors. 

He was ftartled with fear at the defcent of 
the Pigeons, and flood filent; upon which 
Cheetra-greeva called out,*— Friend Heeran- 
yaka! what, wilt thou not fpeak to us ? And 
Heeranyaka, upon recollefling his voice, flip- 
ped out of his hole, and exclaimed, — O how 
happy I am, that my dear friend Cheetra- 
greeva is arrived ! 

There is not in life a man more happy than 
he who hath a friend to converfe with, a 
friend to live with, and a friend to embrace. 

But when he faw that they were confined in 
a net, he flood amazed for a moment, and 
demanded what it meant. Cheetra-greeva 
replied,— What clfe, my friend, can it be, 
but the effe£l of the evil committed in a prior 

exiflence? 
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€xiftence Seeing thou art endued with 
great wifdom, what was the ufe of tliy quef- 
tion ? For is it not faid» 

Whatfoever cometh to pafs, either good or 
evil, is the confequence of a man’s own 
actions, and defeendeth from the power of 
the Supreme Ruler 

Sicknefs, forrow, and diftrefs; bonds and 
punilhment to corporeal beings, are fruit 
of the tree of their own tranfgreflions, 

Heeranyaka. having heard thefe words, 
quickly ran to gnaw afunder the cords by 
which Cheetra-greeva was confined. Not fo 
my friend, faid Cheetra-gr^va, until thou 
haft cut afunder the bonds of thefe who arc 
under my proteftion. Heeranyaka then faid, 
I am weak, my friend, and ray teeth are but 
delicate j how then am I able to bite open 
the fnares which entangle them ? As long 
as my teeth fhall not break, fo long will I 
gnaw thy fnares } and afterwards, if it fliould 
be in my power, I will divide the cords which 
confine the reft. Let it be as I fay, replied 
Cheetra-greeva; and to tlie utmoft of thy 
jpower try to fubdue their bonds firft. Thofe, 

faid 
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faid the Moufe, who are acquainted with the 
rules of prudence, do not approve, that for 
the prefervation of thofe who arc under our 
protedtion, we fliould abandon ourfelves. 

A man fliould keep his riches againfl: acci- 
dents, and with his riches he fliould fave 
his family ; but he fliould, on all occa- 
fions, fave himfelf, both with his family 
and his riches. 

Our lives are for the purpofes of religion, 
labour, love, and falvation.'^' If thefe are 
deftroyed, what is not loft? If thefe are 
preferved, what is not preferved ? 

This may be fo, replied Cheetra-greeva j but 
I am not, by any means, able to fuffer the 
afflictions of thofe who are here under my 
protedtion. 

A wife man fliould relinquifli both his wealth 
and his life for another: All is to be fur- 
rendered for a juft man, when he is re- 
duced to the brink of deftrudlion. 

Here is another unparallelled argument: 


In 
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In birth, fubftance, and quality, they are like 
nnto me j fay then, what will ever be the 
fruit of my fuperiority ? 

Again : 

Without misfortune, they will not forfake 
me j then I will prote6l: thefe who have 
taken fanftuary with me, even with the 
lofs of my life. 

Why doft thou hefitate over this perifliable 
body compofed of flefli, bones, and excre- 
ments ? O my friend, fupport my repu- 
tation ! 

Another: 

If conftancy is to be obtained by inconftancy, 
purity by impurity, reputation by the 
body, then, what is there which may not 
be obtained ? 

The difference between the body and the qua- 
lities is infinite : The body is a thing to 
be deftroyed in a moment, whilft the qua- 
lities** endure to the end of the creation. 

Heeranyaka having been attentive to what 
had been fpoken, and being exceedingly 

pleafed, exclaimed, Nobly ! nobly ! my 

friend. By fuch generofity to thofc who are 
under thy proteftion, thou art worthy to be 

elevated 
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elevated to the fupreme command over the 
three regions of the world.” Having faid 
this, Heeranyaka gnawed afunder their 
bonds; and when he bad addrefled himfelf 
to all in refpeftful compliments of congra- 
tulation, he faid, — Friend Cheetra-greeva, 
always when you fee a net, fulpeft great 
harm will come of it; and learn not to think 
meanly of yourfelf. But, alas ! 

A bird who feeth her prey before her, even 
at the diftance of a hundred yojan,” per- 
ceiveth not, if her time be come, the fnares 
which are laid to entrap her. 

When I behold in eclipfes” the diftrefs of the 
moon and the author of day; elephants 
and lerpents in cemfinement; and the 
worthy in indigence ; alas ! in my mind, 
deftiny is all-powerful. 

Birds meet their fate whilft fporting in the 
air^ and fifhes, by artful means, are de- 
llroyed from the bottomlefs waters of the 
ocean. 

When law's are ill-enforced, where are their 
good morals ? To whom is the mere 
glare of the fire a virtue? T‘ime° is trouble, 
and the author of deftruftion ; he feizeth 
even from afar. 
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The moufe having tavjght this, and per-- 
formed the duties of hofpitality, Cheetra- 
greeva took his leave, and with his flock 
departed for that country his inclinatioi> 
led him toj and Heeranyaka retir^ into 
his hole. 

The Crow, Laghoo-patanaka, having been 
a fpeflator of all which had pafled, now pre- 
fently appeared, and called out — ^What ho I 
fleeranyaka ! Thoii art worthy to be prailed, 
to be adored, and to be a place of refuge, 
throughout the three regions of the world ! 

Behold how many Pigeons, his friends, evQu 
hundreds, have been delivered by th? 
friendfliip of a Moufe ! 

In confequence of this, I too am anxious to 
form a friendly acquaintance with thee. — 
Then favour me with thy friendfliip. Hec-r 
rany^a having heard him, called out from 
the infide of his hole,— Who art thou.? and 
he replied, I am a Crow, and my name is 
Taghdo-pMn^a. Heerany^, upon hear- 
ing who he was, laughing faid,— Having feen 
thy complexion, li^e broken a beetle, 

a wild 
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a wild oXj a bufFaloe, or a woman’s hair, 
what friendfliip can I have with thee? 

The wife man is united with that in this 
life, with which it is proper he Ihould be 
united. I am bread, thou art the eater. 
How then can harmony exift between us ? 

As may be feen in a certain ftory, of which 
the following verfe is the introdudlion. 

Harmony between the food and the feeder is the 
forerunner of misfortune : — A Deer, through 
the artifice of a fiackal, is caught in a fnare, 
but is preferved by a Crow. 

How did this happen ? demanded Laghod- 
patanakaj and the Moufe, Heeranyaka, re- 
lated as follows : 


Fable III. 

In Magadha-desa’* there is a foreft called 
Champakavatee, and under the branches of 
one of the Champaka” trees there dwelt, in 
great good fellowlhip, a Deer and a Crow. 
One day, as the Deer, who was plump and fat, 
was freely roaming about the woods, he was 
fpied by a certain Jackal, who having ex^ 

amined 
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amined him, faid to himfelf, — Ah! with 
what exquifite pleafure could I feaft upon 
his flefli ! — Be it fo ; but firft let me remove 
all fufpicion. So having thus refolved, he 
advanced towards him, and faid, — Peace be 
with thee, friend I Who art thou? faid the 
Deer. I am Kfhoodraboodhee,'* the Jackal, 
faid he ; and being without relations, I dwell 
here in this forcft, as it were, like one deadj 
but now that I have fallen in with a true 
friend, I am no longer deftitute of con- 
nexions, and am again entered into the land 
of the living; and henceforward it fliall be 
my duty to attend thy fteps. 

Accordingly, as foon as the fun had re- 
tired to the weftern mountain, the Jackal 
followed the Deer to his place of refidence, 
beneath the branches of the Champaka tree, 
where with him lived alfo his friend the Crow, 
whofe name was S66-b66dhee.” Upon feeing 
him, the Crow faid. Who is this fecond ? 
and the Deer replied, It is a Jackal, who is 
Come here defirous of our friendihip. Friend, 
faid the Crow, it is not proper to place con-> 
fidence in one who coraeth without any ap- 
parent caufe. It is npt well done, it 
is faid; 
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tTa one whofe family and profefion are unknown, 
one jhould not give refidence: ‘The Jackal 
Jardd-gavd was killed through the fault of 
a Cat, 

How was this ? faid they j and the Crow 
related as follows : 

Fable IV. 

On the banks of the river Bhageerathee/* 
and upon the mountain GreedhrS-koota, 
there is a large Parkattee tree, in the hollow 
of whofe trunk there dwelt a Jackal, by name 
Jarad-gava, who, by fome accident, was 
grown blind, and for whofe fupport the dif- 
ferent birds, who roofted upon the branches 
of the fame tree, were wont to contribute a 
trifle from their own ftores, by which he 
exifted. It lb fell out, that one day a cer^f 
tain Cat, by name Deei'garkarna,” came there 
to prey upon the young birds, whom per- 
ceiving, the little neftlings were greatly 
ferrified, and began to be very clamorous j 
and their cries being heard by Jarad-gava, 
lie afked who was coming. The Cat Deerga- 
karna, too, feeing the Jackal, began to be 
jtlarmcdj and fo cried to himfelf, — Ob! I 

lhall 
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ftnill certainly be killed, for now that I am 
in his fight, it will not be in my power to 
cfaipe ! However, let what will be the con- 
feqiience, I will approach him. So having 
thus relblved, he went up to the Jackal, and 
faid, — Matter, I falute thee ! Who art thou ? 
demanded the Jackal. Said he, I am a Cat. 
Ah! wicked animal, cried the Jackal, get thee 
at adittance j for, ifthou dottnot, I will put 
thee to death. Hear me for a moment, re- 
plied pufs, and then determine whether I 
merit, either to be punifhed, or to be killed. 

What, is any one, fimply by birth, to be pu- 
nifhed or applauded? When his deeds 
have been ttrutinized, he may, indeed, be 
either praife-worthy or punifhable. 

Men are the lame as other animals, in eat- 
ing, fleeping, fearing, and propagation : 
Reafon, alone, is man’s fuperior dittinc- 
tion. Deprived of reafon, he is upon an 
equality with the brutes. 

The Jackal after this defirol the Cat to 
give fome account of himielf, and he com- 
plwd m the following words : — I am, laid he, 
in the ccoittant habit of performing ablu- 

D tions 
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tions on the fide of this river j I never eat 
fle{h> and I lead that mode of life which is 
called Brahma-charya.’* So, as thou art 
diftinguifiied amongft thofe of thy own fpe- 
cies noted for ikill in religious matters, as a 
repofitory of confidence; and as the birds 
here are always fpeaking before me in praife 
of thy good qualities, 1 am come to hear 
from thy mouth, who art fo old in wifdom, 
the duties of religion. Thou, matter, art 
acquainted with the cuttoms of life; but 
thefe young birds, who are in ignorance, 
would fain drive me, who am a ttranger, 
away. The duties of a houfekeeper*® are 
thus enjoined : 

Hofpitality is commanded to be exercifed, 
even towards an enemy, when he cometh 
to thine houfe. The tree doth not with- 
draw its (hade, even from the wood-cutter. 

And if there be no bread, the ttranger ihould 
^be entertained with kind words, and what- 
ever can be fpared, as in theie lines: 

S<me ttraw, a romn, water, and in the fburdi 
place, gentle words: Thefe things are 
. never to be refufed in good men’s houfes. 
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And in another verfe it is faid : 

The ftranger, who tumeth away from a 
houfe with difappointed hopes, leaveth 
there his own offences, and departeth, ta- 
king with him all the good anions of the 
owner* 

Again : 

Fire*' is the fuperior of the Brahmans, the 
Biahman is the fuperior of the tiibes,** and 
the hufband is the only fuperior of wo- 
men ; but the ftranger is the fuperior of all. 
Good men extend their pity, even unto the 
moll defpicable animals. The moon doth 
not withhold the light, even from the 
cottage of a Chandala.** 

To all this the Jackal replied. Cats have 
a talle for animal food, and above is the re- 
iidence of the young birds: It is on this 
account I fpeak to thee. The Cat having 
touched her two ears, and then the ground,** 
exclmmed, — I who have read books upon 
the duties of rel^on, and am freed from 
inordinate delires, have forfaken fuch an evil 
pra6lice} and, indeed, even amongft thofe 
who dilpute with one another about the 
D 2 authority 
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ai^horlfy of the there ju:e many by 

whom this fentence, Not to kill is a fu- 
prm? alt^ether a^rovedi as in this 
Wfe: 

Thole who have forfaken the kiUing of all 3 
thofe who are helpmates to all; thofe 
who are a fan6luary to all; thofe men are 
an the w;|y to heaven. 

Agaiq: 

There is pne friend, even IReligion,** who 
att^eth even in death ; whilfi: all things 
e}^ go to decay with the body. 

the dilference between the ope who 
eateth fielh, and he to whom it belonged! 
The firft hath a momentary enjoyment, 
whim the latter is deprived of exiftence I 
So it is laid, 

A fgUow-ereatpre flionld be fpared, even by 
thU analogy; The pain which a man fuf- 
fereth w he i§ at the point of death. 
Hear this alfo: 

Who would commit Co great a crime againft 
a poor animah who is fed only by the 
herbs which grow wild in the woods, and 
vhoie belly is burpt i^ with hunger f 


The 
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The Cit by tkefe nie^s haVing fati^ed 
him, he remained in the hollow ,of the free 
with the Jackal, and |)afled the time in amu- 
iing converfatien; and the Jackal told the 
young birds that they had no occafion to go 

out of the way. After this, when m^ny 

days had palled, it was difcovered that the 
Cat had, by degrees, drawn the little birds 
down into the hollow of. the tree, and there 
devoured them; but when he found ^quiry 
was about to be made by thofe whofe young 
ones had been eaten, he fiip|)ed out of the 
hole, and made his efeape. In the mean 
time, the bones of the young ones having 
been difcovered in the hollow of the tree by 
the birds, who had been fearching here and 
there, they concluded tiiat their little ones 
had been devoured by the Jackal, and fo, 
being joined by other birds, they put him 
to death. Wherefore I foy,— ^ vibbfi 

famify and frofeffitni tere unkn&wt^t &c. 

The jackaH hERdng heard dl'tSife, rtphed' iti 
anger,— Hear md, thoU' fool F The firft time 
thou waft feen by the Dfeet, thy' ftttftiiy md 
profeffiortr vwte unknown* Kjw is it then 
fhatyourmutfcud'kindttefe ^atWntten grow 
higher and higher? 

_ D 3 Js 
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Is this one of usy or is he a f ranger f Such is 
the enumeration of the ungenerous ; but 
to thofe, by whom liberality is praftifed,' 
the whole world is but as one family. 

Wherefore, I fay, be thou my acquaintance 
in the fame manner the Deer is. What is 
the ufe of all thefe replies ? obferved the Deer . 
Let us dwell together, and fpend our time 
happily in agreeable converfation. 

There is no one the friend of another j there 
is no one the enemy of another; Friends, 
as well as enemies, are created through our 
tranfadions. 

So, at length, the Crow faid,— Let it be fo. 

Early in the morning they uled to go 
abroad to thofe parts they liked beft. One 
day the Jackal fdd to the deer, in great fe- 
crefy,— In a particular part of this wood, my 
friend, there is a field full of corn, to which I 
will conduct thee; arid which being per- 
formed accordingly, the Deer ufed to go there 
every day to feed upon the corn; but, in 
time, this being difcovered by the matter of 

the 
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the field, he laid fnares for him. After this, 
the Deer coming there again, and being con- 
fined in the fnares, thus reafoned to himfelf : 
Who but a friend can deliver me from thefe 
fnares of the huntfman, fo like the fnares of 
death ? In the mean time, the Jackal, having 
arrived at the fpot, ftopt ftiort, and began to 
confider what he fiiould do: So far, faid he, 
my fcheme has fucceeded, and by means of 
thefe deceitful fnares, my wilhes will be ac- 
complilhed in great abundance; for when he 
is cut up, I fliall get his bones all covered 
with flefti and blood. The Deer was ex- 
ceedingly glad to fee him, and called out to 
him, — ^Friend Jackal, pray gnaw my bonds 
afunder, and fpeedily deliver me! 

A friend may be known in adverfity, a hero 
in battle, an honeft man in a lone, a wife 
when riches are ipent, and a relation in 
trouble. 

The Jackal eyed the Deer in his confine- 
ment again and again, and confidered whe- 
ther the knots were ieeure. Thefe fiiares, 
my friend, obferved he, are made of leather 
thongs, and it being Sunday, how can I 

touch 
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toudi them with my teeth But, if it wtU 

Aiit thee, oiy friend, early ia the morning 1 
will do whatev^ may be thy wilh. So ha- 
ving mkle thia propoial, he went on one fidh, 
sad kying hitaielf down, remained lilent. 

in the mem time the Crow, S66bddddh#e, 
finding the Deer did not come home, had gone 
about in fearch of him. At length he found 
him ki this condition, upon which he ex- 
claimed, — ^What, my friend, is this the pro- 
n:nie.U^I's this the fruit of the word of afi^iendl 

tie who doth not hearken to the voice of a 
friend and well- wiflier in adverfity, is the 
delight of ids enemies. 

But where is that Jackal? added the Crow. 
Alas! faid the Deer, he is here anxioully 
waiting for my flefli ! My friend, obferved 
the Crow, I foretold this from the be^nning. 

I am not to blame: He was not aiubjedt for 
confidence. From the cruel, even the vir- 
tuous have caule for apprehenfion. 

Sjiyiag tins* he a deep and cried, 
Q^decditfiil wrdich! what hath been I»ou^t 
to by thee» thottagent of wickedoeis I 

How 
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Howr hard is difappointment in this world, 
to fuch as have been deluded by fair words ^ 
to thole, who by pretended Services have 
been (educed into the power of their ene> 
mies; to the hopeful} to thofe who have 
faith, and to expe£tants ! 

A man (hould forfake fuch a friend as fpeak<- 
eth kindly to his face, and behind his back 
defeateth his deiigns He is like a pot of 
poifon with a furface of milk. 

O goddefs Vasoodha !” How fupporteft thou 
that treacherous man, who exercifeth his 
wickednefs upon his innocent and confi- 
dential companion! 

Is not this, continued the Crow, the cha- 
racter of bad men ? 

A man Ihould not form any acquaintance, 
nor enter into any amufements, with one 
of an evil character: A piece of charcoal, 
if it be hot, burneth; and if cold, it 
blackeneth the hand. 

Although one an evil character fpeak 
kindly, that is no motive for his being 
tnifted« The ferpent is omamexlted with 
a Gens,** but is Im not to be dreaded ? 

Before 
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Before one’s face, he f^iUeth at one*s feet; 
behind, he biteth the flefh of one’s back. 
In one’s ear, doth he not foftly hum his 
tune with wondrous art! And when he 
iindeth a hole, fearlefs, he boldly entereth. 
Thus doth the gnat*’" perform the a£tions 
of a deceitful man I 

About this time the owner of the field was 
ieen coming, with a ttaff in his hand, and 
his eyes red with anger. So the Crow, ha- 
ving confidered what was to be done, faid, 
— Friend Deer, feign thyfelf dead, and ftay 
quiet till I make a noife, and then get up 
and run away as faft as thou canfi;. The 
Deer was now perceived by the mafter of the 
field, whofe eyes fparkled with joy ; but upon 
his approaching nearer, and thinking him 
dead, he exclaimed, — Ha! thou art dead of 
thyfelf from confinement, art thou ? and ha- 
ving faid fo, he began to employ himfelf in 
collecting and bundling up his fnares ; and 
upon his moving to a little diftance, the 
Deer hearing the voice of the Crow, ftarted 
up in great diforder, and ran away. The 
mafter of the field, upon feeing this, flung 
liis ftaif at him, which, by chance, ftruck the 

Jackal, 
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Jackal, and fo he was killed, and not the 

Deer. It is faid, that 

A man reapeth the fruit of any extraordinary 
good or bad action in the fpace of three 
years, three months, three fortnights,^" or 
three days. 

Wherefore I repeat. Harmony betiveen the food 
and the feeder &c. 

i 

To all this the Crow replied. 

In eating thee, I fhould not enjoy a plente- 
ous meal. But, like Cheetra-greeva, I live 
but in thy life. 

Even amongft brutes, confidence is perceived 
in thofc, in whofe every action there is 
innocence : The innate difpofition of the 
good doth not vary from the principles of 
integrity. 

The mind of a good man doth not alter, 
even when he is in diftrefs : the waters of 
the ocean are not to be heated by a torch 
of ftraw. 

But friend Crow, oblerved the Moufc 

Heeranyaka, thou ait au unfteady and in- 

conffant 
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confbant animal, and one’s affections fliortld, 
on no account, be placed on fuch a charac- 
ter j as is declared in thefe lines: 

A cat, a buffaloe, a ram, a crow, and a man 
of weak judgment, are excluded from con- 
fidence: It is not expedient to put any 
truft in them. 

Befides, thou art on the lide of our enemies, 
and on this head they fay, 

A man fhould not enter into alliance with 
his enemy, even with the tighteft bonds of 
union ; Water made ever fo hot, will ftill 
quench fire. 

And again: 

That is not poffible which is impofiible. 
That which is poflible is ever poflible : A 
cart moveth not upon the waters, nor a 
boat upon dry ground, 

I have heard every boolt upon tkaie- fiib- 
jeCls, faid the Crow Laghoo-pStan^a,. never- 
thelefs my mind is impreffed with this idea, 
that I muff abfblately form a friendly ac- 
quaimance with thee; but i£ I fhould faili, 

after 
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aft^r our ibparation 1 fhall deiOtroy myfelf. 
It is iald, that thofe of evil chara^er are like 
an earthen pot, — eafy to be broken, but hard 
to be re-united} and that thole of a good 
character refemble a vellel of gold, which, 
though difficult to be broken, may eaiily be 
joined again. It is faid. 

Metals unite from lluxility ; birds and beafts 
from motives of convenience} fools from 
fear and ftupidity} and juft men at fight. 
Although friendlhip between good men be 
interrupted, ftill their principles remain 
unaltered; The ftalkof the lotus may be 
broken, and the fibres remain connected. 
The qualities of a friend ffiould be, fincerity, 
liberality, bravery, conftancy in joy and 
forrow, reftitude, attachment, veracity. 

Whom, then, but thyfelf ftiall I find endued 
with all thefe ? 

Upon hearing this, Heeranyaka flipped out 
of his hole, and faid, — Well, by the immor- 
tal water of thy words, 1 have even ventured 
out} for it is 

Nor 
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Nor bathing with cool water, nor a necklace 
of pearls,^' nor anointing with fanders,^* 
yieldeth fuch comfort to the body op- 
prefied with heat, as the language of a 
good man, cheerfully uttered, doth to the 
mind. To be furrounded with a good 
connexion is, amongft men of fair cha- 
radler, equal to the charm of attraflion.” 

And in another place: 

Betraying a fecret, infolicitude, feverity, in- 
lenfibility, anger, want of veracity, gaming: 
All thefe are faults in a friend. 

But of all thefe faults in due order, not one 
is to be found in thee. It is faid. 

Eloquence, and veracity of fpeech, are to be 
difcovered by converfation j the being ini- 
mical with inconftancy or unfteadinefs, 
may be perceived at fight. 

The friend (hip of thofe who are of a pure 
and gentle difpofition, afteth one way; 
and that of thofe whofe hearts are affedted 
with hollownefs and deceit, another. 

Then, as long as we both fhall live, lb long 
let this our friendlhip be nourilhed, like that 
which exifted between Rama and Soogreeva.’* 

Sp 
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So H^erany^a having promifed his friend- 
fhip, and entertained the Crow with fuch 
proviiions as he had, retired into his hole; 
and the Crow alfo retired to his ufual place 
of abode. 

From that time there exifted a mutual 
friendlhip between them. Day after day 
paired away in making prefents to one an- 
other of proviiions, and Ae like ; in recipro- 
cal enquiries after each other’s health, and 
in amuling converfation. One day the Crow 
faid to the Moufe, Friend Heerany^a, pro- 
vifions are very difficult to be procured in 
this place, wherefore I am about to aban- 
don it, to repair to fome other. Heeranyaka 
replied. 

Teeth, hair, nails, and the human Ipecies, 
prolper not when feparated from their 
place. A wife man being informed of 
this, Ihould not totally forfake his native 
home. 

Friend, obferved the Crow, this is the len- 
timent of weak men j for it is faid, 

Wife men, libns, and elephants, quit one 
place and go to another; whilft crows, 
“ weak 
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weak men, ai]4 the d«er {peciesi txMet death 
In the lame place. 

Then, whither Ihdl we go? demanded 
Heeranyaka. They fay, 

A wife man moveth with one foot, and 
ftandeth faft with the other. A man 
ihoukl not quit one place, until he hath 
fixed upon another. 

Said the Crow^ There is a place well thought 
of. Where is it? replied the Moufej and 
the Crow replied, — In D^dakar^ya there is 
a river celebrated by the name Karpooi^gow, 
where there refides my friend, by many years 
accumulated kindnefs, a Tortoife of innate 
virtue, whofe name is ManthM. It is faid. 

In giving advice to another, the experience 
of every one may be beneficial; but in re- 
ligion, the proper example of Ibme 00 c of 
a very exalted mind. 

He will treat us, added the Crow, with a va- 
riet^y of choice fiih. Heer^y^a then laid. 
If i iby here, what fliall 1 do? It is laid, 

A man 
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A man (hould abandon that country, wherein 
there is neither refpeft, nor employment, 
nor connexions, nor the advancement of 
Icience. 

Again: 

A man fhould not reiide in a place, wherein 
thefe five things are not to be found : weal- 
thy inhabitants. Brahmans learned in the 
Veds,” a Raja,^* a river, and, in the fifth 
place, a phyfician. 

So condufl: me there alfo, added the Moufe. 

The Crow accordingly fat off with his 
friend, and as they amufed the time by con- 
verfing upon a variety of pleafing fubjefls, 
they arrived with eafe upon the banks of the 
river. They were perceived at a confiderable 
diftance by the tortoiie Manthara. He role 
to receive them, and having firft performed 
the duties of hofpitality to Laghbo-pataniikS, 
he next extended them to Heeranyakaj a^ 
cording to thele lines: 

Wh^her a child, or an old man, or a youd^ 
be come to thy houfe, fie is to be treated 
with re^pecf } for of all men, thygueft^ 
the fuperion 


E 
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fuperk>r; of ^ the. 

if thc fuperiortofthe tribes, and 
the hiuihand i& thejonly.fupefior of; vwmen ; 
but the ftranger is the fuperior ofall; 
Whether he who is come to thy houfe be of 
the higheflr, or even, oft the, loweft . rank in. 
focietyi hei is , worthy to , be. trotted; with 
due: refpei3:t; for: ofi all men thyfguefttis 
riie fupertori.. 

Friend, faid the Crow to the Tbrtoift, pray 
pay attention to this ftranger;;, forrhe is the. 
very axis of thofe who are famed for virtuous 
deeds. His name is HSeranyaka, the prince 
of-micci to celebrate* whofe' great ‘quaKtiesi 
thechief of ferpents” mayj fometiraesi have 
occafion to employ afeeond tKoaland tongues; 
Having faid this, he related the ftory of the 
Pi;^bn Che^tra~grceva. The Tortoife MS.n- 
thSrii, having made ref^eftfubenquiries after 
Iris healtH faid to the Moufe;- — Be pleafedt:o‘ 
inform me of 'thy motives for- quitting thy 
own uninhabited wilds j and H<5cranyaka re- 
plied, I will recount them. 

Fablb. V. 

BE it known;, faid he> that there is a city 
called Champ^vatee, where many ^mendi- 
cants 
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(fants #e‘Wont to itfort. Amoh^ tlie reft 
there was one whoie name was ChoorSkaimS/* 
This mendicant, having placed the dilh con- 
tkihih^ what vi^V left of the almVh^ c<^tifited 
wpoh'a' forked ftick fixed in tlie widl', uled to 
^ to flecpj vthilft l, every day, cohtfivdd to 
jump from d’diftaiice arid devour the hosftd. 
At ItSf^hi'one' day* his .friend, another meti- 
dicaJrit, >Vhofe riariie was VecnSifiTiia,came in, 
and WhSft He was engaged with him talking 
over various fubjedts, Choqrakarna, in order 
to frighten me away, ftruck the ground with 
a piece of a bamboo. This being obferved 
by Veenakama, he faid,— What, at prefent, 
thou art inattentive to my ftory, andem- 
frloyed about fomething elft ? It is faid, 

A ^eafiint countenance, and a mien with- 
out pride ; great attention to what is faid, 
ahd fweetriefs of i^echj a great degree 
of kindnefsj arid the appearance of awej 
are always tokens of a man’s attachment. 

So, 

Giving unwillingly, rendering void what 
he did before, difreipedtfiil behaviour, un- 
kind adllons, piaifih^ others, arid, by the 
afliftance of tales, cdumniating behind 
E 2 one’s 
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one’s back, are the figns of one who is 
not attached. 

To all this ChoSrak^a replied, I am not 
inattentive to thy ftory. Behold what it is! 
This Moufe is my plunderer. He is for ever 
devouring the meat I get by begging, out of 
that difti. Upon this, Veenakama ha\dng 
examined the forked ftick in the wall, faid,-— 
What, is it this little weak-looking Moule 
who contrives to jump fo very far? There 
mull; be fome reafon to account for this; as 
in the fubject of tb'^fe lines : 

Without an apparent caufey a young woman by 
force draweth an old man to her^ and kijfeth 
him. When a hujband is embraced without 
affedliont there mujl be fome reafon for it. 

Chodrakama having demanded what this 
meant, Veenakai'na related the following 
ftory: 


Fable VI. 

IN the country which is called Gowr,” 
there is a city, by name Kowsamvce, where 
dwelt Chandana-damI, a merchant of im- 

menle 
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menfe wedth. When in the laft ftage of 
life, his underftanding being blinded by de- 
fire, by the glare of his riches he obtained 
for his wife Leelavatee,*** the daughter of an- 
other merchant. She was youthful, and, as 
it were, the victorious banner of Ma^lra- 
ketoo,** the god of love; fo her aged partner 
was ill calculated to be agreeable to her} for, 

As the hearts of thofe who are pinched with 
cold, delight not in the rays of the moon; 
nor of thofe who are opprefled with heat, 
in the beams of the fun; fo the heart of 
a woman delighteth not in a hulband 
Itricken in years. 

Again: 

What name Ihqll we give to the paflions 
of men, when their hairs are turned grey; 
fince women, with their hearts fixed on 
others, regard them as a naufeous drug? 

But her old hufi>and was exceedingly fond of 
her } according to thefe fayings : 

The lull: of wealth, and the hope of life, are 
ever of importance to man; but a youth- 
ful wife to an old man is dearer than life 
itfelf. E 3 



t if 1 

0 It * in * * * * * at * * . * * 

« « 4f « 

««« 


Nevprthelefs, ^.p^v^tee, through i^t^xi- 
cation of yp^uth, broke tbrou^ the boy^i;^ 
of the honovir of her famUy, an, 4 jtjtache^ 
herfelf to a certain merchant’s fon. 

Top much liberty .whilA refident in bef fa- 
ther’s houle, attending fejftive procel^pns, 
appearing in company ip the preUbnce of 
men contrary to propriety, the fame in 
by-ways, and alTociating with .women of 
bad charadler, are the immediate dejftruc- 
tion of iimate mprals. ^portjmg with 
their hufband’s infirmities, too, is to wo- 
men the caufe of ruin. 

Again: 

Drinking, keeping bad company, ftaying 
away from bet huifiand, g^jng iihont, 
flothfuinefs, and living at another’s boufe, 
are fix things injurious to a woman. 

^ there no place, ]tje there nq riinc. hc tto 
rjq pne to te^pt thiein» tfien* P l^aradil,” 
4# wppietfs ^laftity appear. 
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«««****.«»* *^83 

Women, ^ all times, have been kiconftant^ 
even amongft the (^leftials, we ss'e told. 
Happy is the portion of «hoie men whole 
wives are ^uar4ed &om error 1 
Women’s virtue is focmded upon a -modeft 
countenance, precife behaviour, rectitude, 
and the wantof fuitors. 

They fay. 

Woman is like a pot oil, and man a burn- 

ing coal ; A wife man will not put the oil 
• and the fire tog^her. 

In infancy the fathw Ihould guald her, in 
youA her hulband (hould guard her, and 
in old age her children Ihould guard her j 
for, at no' time, is a woman proper to be 
trufied with liberty. 


One day, as (he was carelefsly fitting with 
the merctot’s (bn, in agreeable converfa- 
tion, upon a fopha white as camphire, and 
fringed with ftr^s gems, having unex- 
p^^edly di&ovmd hm* ha(ba&d eomiilg to«^ 
wards them* (ha^xde uphi a grtathurry, 

feized 
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ieized him by the hair, and eagerly em- 
bracing, began to kifs him; whilft the gal- 
lant found means to efcape. At the fame 
time, a certain procurefs, employed by the 
young merchant, being by, law her embrace 
her hulband, and underftanding her motive, 
Lcelavatee was correfted by a hidden rod.** 

Every book of knowledge which is known to 
Oosana, or to Vreehafpatce, is by nature 
planted in the underftanding of women. 

Upon the whole, I fay, Without a cauje a 
young •woman &c. And hence there muft be 
fome hidden caufe for the extraordin^y 
ftrength of this moufe. He conlidered for a 
moment, and at length determined that the 
reafon mull be in a hoard of wealth: for. 

In this world the wealthy are, every one, 
every where, and at all times, powerful. 
Riches are the foundation of pr^erment, 
and an introduction to the prince. 

Having laid this, a fpade was brought, and 
my hole bdng dug open by that mendicant, 
the hoard which I had bWn accumulating 

for 
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for many years was carried away ! After 
this, day by day, ihy ftrength decreaied, and 
having little power to exert myfelf, I was un- 
able to procure even fufHcient to lupport lifej 
and in this condition, as I was fearfully and 
feebly fculking about, I was obferved by 
Choorakama, upon which he repeated the 
following lines : 

With wealth all are powerful j from wealth 
a man is efteemed learned. Behold this 
wicked moufe! fee how he is reduced to 
the natural level of his ipecies ! 

Deprived of riches, all the a61;ions of a man 
of little judgment difappear, like trifling 
ftreams in the fummer’s heat. 

And again : 

He who hath riches hath friends, he who 
hath riches hath relations; he who hath 
riches is a man of confe^uence in the 
world; he who hath riches is efteemed a 
learned man. 

The houfe of the childlefs is empty; and fo 
is the heart of him who hath no wife. 

mind of a fool is empty; and eveiy 
thing is empty, udiere there is poveity. 

They 
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Th<gr :iay alfo, 

** Thoie faculties are not injjiised.” This is a 
mere laying. “ That judgment is unkn^ 
.paired.” That aHbis hut an^xpreflionj 
for the moment a man is deprived of the 
comfort of ikhes, he is quite another. 
Is not this curious } 

Having heard all this, I looked about me, 
and refodvcd that it would not, by any means, 
be proper for me to Aay there : Neither by 
the bye is it prcq>er that I Ihould communi* 
cate my affairs to others ; for, 

A wife man Ihould not make known the lofs 
of fortune, any malepradices in his houfe ; 
his being cheated, nor his having been 
dilgraced. 

They fay, likewile. 

When the frowns of fortune are exceffive, 
and human endeavours are exerted in vain ; 
where, but in the wildernefs, can comfort 
be found for a poor man of fenfibility ? 

A man of pice feelings willingly encountereth 
death, rather than fubmit to poverty ; A 
fire meetcth cxtinftion^ before it will yield 
to be cold. 


Again: 
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i\gaui: 

ii^e of a of ,£E^luig Ijs, like.t^t of 

. a 4:^t of J^owers, two-fold : He tj[iay either 
iQQunt .upqn t^e he^ of or g<f to ,de> 

cay iti the wUderriels. 

To live defpifed is reprobated exceedingly. 

Hence, 

^t is better th^t the (jTupexal) jfire fhoidd be 
blown up by the bre^ith of life*' of a taw 
4^prived of fiches, th^ that he i^puld be 
jfolidted by the poor^ deftitute of 

the means of rdi^. 

Again; 

From poverty a man cometh to ftiame ; and 
bemg overwhelmed wi^ dilgrace, he is to- 
tally 4q>rived of power. Witbput power 
be is oppr^ed, and from oppt^pn jcometh 
grief. Loaded with grief, he becometh 
melancholy ; and impaired by melsmcholy, 
he i^ for^en by teaipn; ai\d widi the 
lofs of reafon, he gc^th to delbm^on. 
A4s ! the wapt of liches is the founda- 
tion of every misforti|ne. 

Again ; 

|t is better tp guard filenpe, than that the 
words whidh are uttered Ihould he untrue. 

It 
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It is better to be nothing, than to feduce 
the wife of another. It is better to aban- 
don life, than to delight in cruel conver- 
fation. It is better to live by begging 
one’s bread, than to gratify the mouth at 
the expence of others. 

Want maketh even fervitude honourable; 
light, total darknefs; beauty, deformity; and 
even the words of Harce,** with a hundred 
good qualities, crimes. What then, lhall I 
nourilh myfelf with another’s cake? This 
would be to open a ^ond door to death. 
For, 

When a man is in indigence, picking herbs is 
his philolbphy ;** the enjoyment of his wife 
his only commerce, and vaflalage his food. 

Again : 

Death is life to him who 'is fubjeft to fick- 
nefs, who hath been long an exile, who 
liveth upon another’s bread, or fleepeth 
under another’s roof; for death eafeth 
him of all his pain. 

Having conlidered all this, I have again, 
through covetoufneTs, made up my mind to 

accept 
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accept of feme of thy proviliohs. But it 
is faid. 

With covetoufnefs reafon departeth: Covet- 
oufnefs engendereth avarice; and the man 
who is tormented with avarice experien- 
ceth pain, both here and hereafter. 

Hence, after I had been ftruck with the bro- 
ken piece of bamboo by Veeiiakama, I began 
to confider, that the covetous were unhappy, 
and alTuredly their own enemy. It is faid. 

He whofe mind is at eafe is poileiTed of all 
riches : Is it not the fame to one whofe 
foot is inclofed in a fhoe, as if the whole 
furface of the earth were covered with 
leather? 

Again : 

Where have they, who are running here and 
there in fearch of riches, fuch happinefs as 
thofe placid Ipirits enjoy, who are gratified 
at the immortal fountain of happinefs? 
All hath been read, all hath been heard, and 
all hath been followed by him, who ha- 
ving put hope behind him, dependeth not 
upon expedition. 


Fortunate 
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Fortunate is the life of that man, by 
the door of the noble hath not beeii at- 
tended; by whom the pain of reparation 
hath riot been exjierienfcddj ahd by^whbrh 
the vdice of ail' eunuch** Hath riot been 
heard. 

Again : 

To one, O Narada,** borne away by the thirft 
of gain, a hundred Yojana ajipear notfkrj 
even after he hath the tteafurb in his hand. 

It is good; then, to be entirely feparated fat 

from the ufual occalions of life. 

What is religion ? CompafflOn for all things 
which Have life. What'is happnefs? To 
animals in this world, health. What is 
kindnefs? A principle in the good. What 
is philofophy ? An entire feparation from 
the vy^orld. 

It is faid, 

A man nray'fOrfike’Oric perfonto fivCa ’fa- 
ntrly i he may' delert' a whole family for 
the f^C of a Vnfa;^^; arid facrifice a vil- 
Uge for thefaftty'of the comtriurtfty j but 
fbr* hirrifelf he mtay‘ abahdbri the ^ole 
world. 

But, 
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But,. 

To thofe who fedb employment, it is^semed 
a iavour to be an append^ only of a 
gieat man’s llation; The leipent Vasdo- 
kee*’ is contented to feed on whilft 
han^ng to the neck of HM,** 

It is, either water without labour, or fweet 
breadattended by fear and danger. I have 
examined this; and 1 plainly fee, that' is 
happinds wherein there is eafe. 

SOfiiaving conhdered . all this, I am come to 
an uninhabited wilderne^.; for, 

It is b^er to dwell in a forell hanuted by 
tigers and Ikms, the trees our habitation, 
flowers, fruits and water for food, . the 
gtafs for a bed, . and the bark of the trees 
for garments, than to live amongft rela- 
tions, after the lofs of wealth. 

Wherefore, as long as the flock of virtue ac- 
quired by birth (hall lafl,” I will, with this 
true friend, be attached to thee by. kind fer- 
vices; and by this ikigle virtuous a£t, I may 
obtain that, place in heaven which is conie- 
crated to friendlhip.** They fay. 

Of 
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as the water 

of wJllR^ is like the im> 

mortal juioe, sm4 the&e^ ^ood men. 
Again: 

Society, ^h in and immeiging in 

the waters of the Ganges, may be e^leemed 
three very eiibitial things in tins tranhtory 
world. 

Riches are as the dnR of the f:et, youth like 
the rapidity of a river flowing down a hill, 
mahhood like a drop of water, tranflent 
ahd^nfteadyi®" .and huiiian life like froth. 
He who doth not perform the duties of 
rdigion, with a fteady mind, to open the 
bars of heaven’s gate, will, hereafter, when 
Imittoi with Ibrrow, ahd‘bent down with 
<fld age, bum with the ire of contiiihm. 

To an this die Tom^ re^. 

Sir, your fault was this: You laid up too 
iaige a ^ck; It hriud; 

Givingiiii^|ft .f|ie for accumu- 

lated trdifores : It is like a bucket for the 
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He who, in oppolition to his own happinefs, 
delighteth in the accumulation of riches, 
carrieth burthens for others, and is the 
vehicle of trouble. 

Another: 

If we are rich with the riches of which we 
neither give nor enjoy, we are rich with 
the riches which are buried in the caverns 
of the earth. 

Without enjoyment, the wealth of the mifer 
is the fame to him as if it were another’s. 
But when it is faid of a man, he hath Jo 
muchy it is with difficulty he can be induced 
to part with it. 

They fay. 

The wealth of the mifer goeth neither to the 
celeftials,®’ nor to the Brahmans, nor to 
his kindred, nor to himfelfj but to the 
fire, the thief, and the magiftrate. 

And, 

He who eateth by meafure, whilfi; his trea- 
fure is buried low in the ground, is pre- 
paring for a journey to a manfion below.** 

So, 

Giving with kind words, knowledge without 
pride, heroifm accompanied by clemency, 
p and 
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and wealth with liberality, are four excel- 
lencies hard to be found. 

It is faid, 

A hoard jhould always he made-, hut not too 
great a hoard. A yackaly through the fault 
of hoarding too muchy was killed hy a Bow. 

How was this? demanded Heeranyakaj 
and Manthara related the following ftory. 

Fable VII. 

A certain huntfman, by name Bhirava, an 
inhabitant of Kalyana-kattaka,” being fond 
of ilefli, once upon a time went to hunt in 
the forefts of the Veendhya mountains,** and 
having killed a Deer, as he was carrying him 
away, he chanced to fee a wild boar of a 
formidable appearance. So laying the deer 
upon the ground, he wounded the boar with 
an arrow; but, upon his approaching him, 
the horrid animal fet up a roar dreadful as 
the thunder of the clouds, and wounding him 
in the groin, he fell like a tree cut off by the 
ax. At the fame time, a ferpent, of that Ipe- 
cies which is called Ajagara, prefied by hunger 
and wandering about, rofe up and bit the 

boar 
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boar, who inftantly fell helplefs upon him, 
and remained upon the ipot. For, 

The body having encountered fome efficient 
caufe, water, fire, poifon, the fword, hun- 
ger, ficknefs, or a fall from an eminence, 
is forfaken by the vital fpirits.®* 

In the mean time, a Jackal, by name 
Deergha-rava,*’ prowling about in fearch of 
prey, difcovered the deer, the huntfman, and 
the boar; and having obferved them, he faid 
to himfelf, — Here is a fine feaft prepared 
for me. 

As, to corporeal beings, unthought-of trou- 
bles arrive; fo, in like manner, do blef- 
fings make their appearance. In this, I 
think providence hath extended them far- 
ther than ufual. 

Be it fo, as long as with their ilefh I ihall 
have food to eat. The man will laft me for 
a whole month, and the deer and the boar for 
two more j then the fcrpent will ferve me a 
day; and let me tafte the bow-ftring too. 
But, in the firft place, let me try that which 
is the leaft favoury. Suppofe, then, I eat this 
F 2 catgut 
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catgut line which is faftened to the bow: 
Saying fo, he drew near to eat itj but the in- 
ftant he had bit the gut in two, his belly was 
ripped open by the fpring of the bowj and 
he was reduced to the ftate of the five ele- 
ments.’* — I fay, therefore, A hoard Gfc. 

That I efteem wealth which is given to the 
worthy, and what is. day by day, enjoyed j 
the reft is a referve for one knoweth not 
whom. 

Then, at prefent, what is the purport of this 
exceflive ufe of the force of words to exem- 
plify ? 

Men of philofophic minds do not long for 
what is not attainable, and are not willing 
to lament what is loft; neither are they 
wont to be embarrafted in times of ca- 
lamity. 

Thole who have even ftudied good books, 
may ftill be fools. That man is learned, 
who reduceth his learning to pra£lice. 
That medicine is well imagined, which 
doth, more than nominally, reftore the 
health of the aftli^ed. 


The 
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The precepts of philofophy®* effeft not the 
leaft benefit to one confirmed in fear. To 
a blind man, of what ufe is a lamp, al- 
though it be burning in his hand ? 

After all, added the Tortoife, it is beft to be la- 

tisfied in this region of good and evil deftiny. 

% 

I cannot agree to that, replied Heer^- 

y^aj for. 

To a hero of a found mind, what is his own, 
and what a foreign country? Wherever 
he halteth, that place is acquired by the 
fplendor of his arms. He quencheth his 
thirft with the blood of the royal elephant, 
even in the foreft which the lion teareth 
up with his teeth, and his claws the wea- 
pons of his feet. 

Again : 

As frogs to the pool, as birds to a lake full 
of water i fo doth every fpecies of wealth 
neceflarily flow to the hands of him who 
exerteth himfelf. 

They fay. 

When pleafure is arrived, it is worthy of at- 
tention} when trouble prefenteth itfelf, 
F 3 the 



[ 70 ] 


the fame: Pains and pleafures have their 
revolutions like a wheel ! 

Again : 

Lakflimee” herfelf attendeth a man in fearch 
of a refidence, who is endued with refolu- 
tion, of noble principles, acquainted with 
the rules of aftion, untainted with law- 
lefs pleafures, brave, a judge of merit, and 
of fteady friendlhip. 

Again ; 

A wife man, even deftitute of riches, enjoyeth 
elevated, and very honourable ftations; 
whilft the wretch, endowed with wealth, 
acquireth the poft of difgrace. 

One, although not poflelTed of a mine of gold, 
may find, the offspring of his own nature, 
that noble ardour, which hath for its ob- 
je6l the accomplifhment of the whole af- 
femblage of virtues. 

Hear this, my friend, replied the Tortoife. 

What, though thou wert rich and of high 
cfteem, doft thou yield to forrow, becaufe 
of thy lofs of fortune? The rifings and 
iinkings of human affairs are like thofe of 
a ball which is thrown by the hand. 

Observe, 
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Obfervc, 

The Oiadow of a cloud, the fadsfaflion of 
the vulgar, new corn, women, youth, and 
riches, are to be enjoyed but for a fliort 
time. 

Again ; 

Man fliould not be over-anxious for a fub- 
fiftence, for it is provided by the Creator. 
The infant no fooner droppeth from the 
womb, than the breafts of the mother be- 
gin to ftream. 

My friend: 

He, by whom the geefe were formed white, 
parrots are ftained green, and peacocks 
painted of various hues, — even he will pro- 
vide for their fupport, 

Attend alfo, my friend, to thefe lecrets of 

the wife men, 

How are riches the means of happinefs? In 
acquiring they create trouble, in their lofs 
they occafion forrow, and they are the 
caufe of endlefs divifions amongft kindred! 

It were a blelling, for the fake of virtue, if 
he who hath a luft of gain were deprived 
of deiire. Where there is a fphfbkig of 

dirt. 
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dirt, it is good not to meddle, and to keep 
far away. 

As meat is devoured by the birds in the air, 
by the beafts in the field, and by the fifties 
in the waters j fo, in every fituation, there 
is plenty. 

The rich man hath caufe of fear, from the 
magiftrate, from water, from fire, from the 
robber, not lefs from his own people, even 
as from death the living. 

In this life of many troubles, what pain is 
greater than this? — Defire without ability, 
when that defire turneth not away ! 

Man fhould confider this: That riches are 
not eafily acquired j when acquired, they 
are with difficulty preferved j and that the 
lofs of what hath be£n acquired is like 
death. 

So alfb : 

Were the thirfl: of gain entirely forfaken, 
who would be poor ? Who would be rich ? 
If way were given to it, flavery would 
Itand upon the head. 

Whatever a man fhould long for, from that 
his inclination turneth away. He whofe 
, inclination turneth away from an objeft, 
may be laid to have obtained it. 


But 
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But why fo much upon this fubjeft ? Let us 
beguile the time together in amufing con- 
verfation. 

Men who are acquainted with their own na- 
ture, pafs their days, until the period of 
death, in gladnefs, free from anger, in the 
enjoyment of the prefent moment, un- 
mindful of the world, and free from ap- 
prehenfion. 

Again: 

The life of an animal, until the hour of his 
death, pafleth away in difciplines, in ele- 
vations and depreflions, in unions and 
reparations. 

O! thou art a worthy perfon, Manthara, 
obferved the Crowj — a place of confidence, 
and a being for protection ! 

The good are always ready to be the up- 
holders of the good in their misfortunes. 
Elephants even are wont to bear the bur- 
thens of elephants, who have funk in the 
. mire. 

So, 

The virtuous delight in the virtuous; but he 
who is deftitute of the practice of virtue, 

delighteth 
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delighteth not in the virtuous. The bee 
retireth from the foreft to the lotus, whilft 
the frog is deftitute of a Ihelter. 

Again ; 

He js one in this world worthy to be prajfed 
of mankind, he is a great and a good man, 
from whom the needy, or thofe who come 
for protection, go not away with difap- 
pointed hopes, and difcoxitented counte- 
nances. 

Jn this manner did they pafs their time ; 
and, contented with their particular food, 
they dwelt happily together. 

After a while, one day a certmn Deer, by 
name Ve&heetranga, who had been alarmed 
by fome one, came there with his heart pant- 
ing with fear, and was joined by the reft j 
but as they expeCted that he was purfued by 
fomething which had been the caufe of his 
apprehenfions, Manthara went into the wa- 
ter, the Moufe into a hole, and the Crow 
flew to the top of a tree. Laghd6-patan5ka 
looked on all Tides ; and being fatisfled re- 
fpeCting their fears, they all joined company 
?gain. Health ! friend Deer, laid the Tor- 

toife, 
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toife, thou art welcome, Mayft thou find 
provifions to thy heart’s defire in this fitua- 
ation ! May this forcft never be rendered the 
property of a mafter! 

To this the Deer Cheetranga replied, — I 
was alarmed by a huntfman, and I am come 
to you for prote6lion. . 

It is declared by the wife men, that the crime 
of him who ftiall forfake one who, through 
want or danger, may come to him for pro- 
teftion, is the fame as the murder of a 
Brahman. 

And I wifti alfo to cultivate a friendftiip with 
you. Sir, faid the Moufe, — ^Your friend- 
ftiip with ijs is accompliftied without qiuc)i 
troubles for. 

Friends are faid to be of four diftinftions: 
one’s own offspring, a connexion, one de- 
fcended from the fame genealogical feries, 
and one whom we may h^ve preferved 
from misfortunes. 

So let us dwell together) added the Moulb) 
without diftinf^tion. 


The 
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The Deer, upon hearing this, was ren- 
dered happy. He ate of what was his ufual 
food, and having drank fome water, he laid 
himfelf down in the fliade of a tree which 
grew in the ftream. 

Well water, the (hade of a Batta tree,®* a 
fwarthy woman, and a brick houfe, fhould 
be warm in the cold, and cool in the hot 
feafon. 

Friend Deer, faid the Tortoife Manthara, 
by whom wert thou alarmed ? What, are 
there huntfmen coming to this defolate fo- 
reft ? There is fome very important news, 
faid the Deer, which I will communicate. 
Jn the country which is called Kaleenga* 
there is a prince whofe name is Rookman- 
gada.*** He is juft returned from his con- 
quefts of the countries about him, and his 
anger being altogether appeafed, he has taken 
up his refidence upon the banks of the river 
Chandra-bhaga. To-morrow early he has 
refolved to come to fifli in the river Kar- 
phoora. This I overheard from the mouth 
of one of the fportfmen. Having invefti- 
gated this affair, fo much to be dreaded, let 

the 
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the neceflary means be purfued for our fafety. 
The Tortoife upon hearing thefe words, fear- 
fully exclaimed, — I will flee to the water for 
proteftion! The Crow and the Deer faid,— 
Be it fo. The Moufe, Heeranyaka, confi- 
dered for a moment, and faid, 

% 

When Manthara fhall be in the water, it will 
be good for him. It appeareth to me im- 
proper that he fhould be found crawling 
upon dry ground. 

They fay. 

The flrength of aquatick animals is the wa- 
ters } of thofe who dwell in towns, a caftle ; 
of foot foldiers, their own ground; of 
princes, an obedient army. 

But, friend Laghoo-patanaka, I hope by 
this advice, he will not fuffer the regret ex- 
perienced by a certain Merchant.'"* 

How was this ? faid they j — and Hceran- 
yaka recounted as follows : 

Fable VIII. 

IN the country of Kanya-koobja there was 
a Raja, whole name was Veera-sena,'“ by 

whom 
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whom his royal fon, by name Toonga-vala,'”* 
had been appointed Yoova-raja over the city 
of V eera-p66ra. He was young and poflefl'ed 
of great riches. Once upon a time, as he was 
walking about his own city, he took notice 
of a certain merchant’s v/ife, who was in 
the very prime of youth, and fo beautiful, 
that file was, as it were, the ftandard of 
conqueft of Makara-ket66.‘°' She alfo, whole 
name was Lavanyavatee,"”* having oblerved 
him, her bread: was rent in pieces by the 
deftru6live arrows of the god of love, and 
flie gladly became of one mind with him.-— 
It is faid, 

Unto women no man is to be found dif- 
agreeable, no one agreeable. They may 
be compared to a heifer on the plain, that 
ftill longeth for frelh grafs. 

Infidelity, violence, deceit, envy, extreme ava- 
ricioufnefs, a total want of good qualities, 
with impurity, are the innate faults of 
woman-kind."^ 

The young Raja being returned to his pa- 
lace, with a heart quite occupied with love, 
lent a female mellenger to her, to whofe 
' • words 
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words having attended, Lavanyavatee made 
fuch a reply as was calculated to deceive. 
Said ftie, — I am faithful to my hufband, and 
I am not accuftomed even to touch another 
man ; for. 

She is not worthy to be called a wife, in 
whom the hulband delighteth not. The 
hulband is the afylum of women j and of 
his honour the fire beareth teftimony."* 
The beauty of the Kokeela'*^ is his voice j 
the beauty of a wife is conftancy to her 
hufband j the beauty of the ill-favoured is 
fciencej the beauty of the penitent is 
patience. 

She is a wife who is clever in the houfej fhe 
is a wife who is fruitful in children j fhe 
is a wife who is the foul of her hufband ; 
fhe is a wife who is obedient to her huf- 
band. 

And according to this dodtrine, I make it a 
rule to do whatever the lord of my life di- 
re6ls, without examination. To this the 
meflenger replied, — ^It is right ; and Lavan- 
yavatee obferved, that it was even fo. 


The 
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The meflenger having heard the whole of 
what Lavanyavatee had to fay, reported it to 
Toongavala, who obferved, that he would 
invite her with that dear hufband of hers, 
and, in his prefence, pay her great attention 
and refpefl. To this the meflenger replied, — 
This is impracticable. Let art be ufed; for 
it is faid, 

^bat •which cannot be effeSled by force may he 
atchieved by cunning. An Elephant was killed 
by a Jackaly by going over a fwampy place. 

How was this ? demanded the Raja’s fon. 
And the meflenger related the following 
ftory. 

Fable IX. 

IN the foreft Brahmaranya there was an 
Elephant, whofe name was Karphoora- 
teelaka,”° who having been obferved by the 
Jackals, they all determined, that if he could 
by any ftratagem be killed, he would be 
four months provifions for them all. One 
of them, who was exceedingly vicioufly in- 
clined, and by nature treacherous, declared, 
that he would engage, by the ftrength of his 

own 
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ovim hk -■ •*Some 

timer after, th 
the elqilMU^y 
GqdlkeSirl 
dienpe. Who ait thcmi* ^maiuled 
phant, and whence corned thou? My 
replied }^, is KihoddjS-b65d(lh€e,V° a Jack^, 
fent into thy prefence by all the .inbdntii^s 
of the fored, aiTembled for that purpofe, to 
reprdient, that as it.k liot eiqiedient to r^de 
in fo large a foreft as this, without a chief, 
your Highnefs, endued with all tlu$ carxhnal 
virtues, hath hem fele^ied to be anointed 
R^of the woods. , 



It is laid,' > H 

He who, by walldng for ever m the ways of 
thofc who are pre^rrcd, is raeceedii^y 
‘ a nebie^niM, 

''"'iaii. ot^rknced.-m '’ike tries' of 




C 8a 3 


But, 

In this world, which is fubjefl to the power 
. of one above, a man of good principles is 
hard to be found living in a country, for 
the moft part, governed by the ufe of 
the rod. 

From the dread of the rod, like a woman of 
good repute unto her hulband, he will 
repair for protection, even unto the 
weak, or unfortunate ; to the lick, or to 
the poor. 

Then, that we may not lofe the lucky 
moment, continued the Jackal, be pleafed to 
follow quickly. Saying this, he cocked his 
tail and went away. The Elephant, whofe 
reaktn was perverted by the luft of power, 
took the lame road as the Jackal, and fol- 
lowed him fo exactly, that, at length, he 
^uck faft in a great mire. O my friend! 
cri^ the Elephant, what is to be done in 
this difalter? 1 am finking in a deep mire! 
The Jackal laughed, and &id,— -Pleale your 
divine highnefs, take holdr of my tail with 
your trunk, ^d get out! This is the frait 
of thofe words wlueh thou didfi; place oon-. 
lidencein. 

They 
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They fay. 

As often as thou (halt be dq>rived of the (b- 
Giety of the good, (b often (halt thou fall 
into the company of knaves. 

After a few days, th^ Elephant dying for 
want of food, his flefli was devoured by the 
Jackals. 1 fay, therefore, That which cannot 
be effeSied by force^ &c. 

The young Raja, by the advice of his me(^ 
fenger, lent for the hu(band of Lavanyavatee, 
and having treated him with great marks of 
attention, took him into his fervice, and em* 
ployed him in the mod: confidential affairs. 
One day, when the young Raja had bathed 
and anointed himlelf, and was cloathed in 
robes of gold, he faid to t^e huiband,— 
ChardddantS, 1 am going to ^ve a feaft to 
the goddefs Gowree,”* which will laft for a 
month, and this evening it fhall commence. 
Go then, and, ju(f before night, tuing to me 
a ymmg virgin of lingular beauty $ and when 
Ihe hath been presented, (he ihall have due 
re^ft paid to her, according to what is or- 
dairasd. Chird&hln^ did as he was com^ 
manded^ and brought to his ma^r fuch a 
G 2 yqung 
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young woman as he had defcribedj and ha- 
ving delivered her, he privately refolved to 
find out how Ihe was treated. The young 
Raja, Toongavala caufed the young woman 
to fit down upon a rich fofa ; and having 
entertained her with coftly prefents of cloth 
and garments, and given her a keepfake, he, 
that inftant, fent her to her own houfe. 
Charoodanta having been a fpeftator of all 
which had paffed, faid to himfelf, — This is a 
man of ftridl principles, who regardeth the 
woman of another as his own mother. So 
after that, through the confidence created by 
this ftratagem, his mind being biaifed by 
the luft of gain, he fetched his own wife and 
prefented her j and the young Raja upon be- 
holding Lavanyavatee, the delight of his 
heart, exclaimed, — Dear Lavanyavatee ! whi- 
ther art thou going ? Saying this, he got 
up from his feat, and, quite forgetful who 
was prefent, began to embrace her ; and at 
length, with his eyes half clofed with ex- 
treme happinefs, he led her to a fofa richly 
ornamented with firings of precious gems j 
whilft Charoodanta, the miferable hufband, 
ftood gazing at hier, motionlefs as a ftatue. 
And thus was a fool, by his own- contrivance, 

plunged 
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plunged into the greateft diftrefs. Now, I 
fear left a ftmilar fate ftiould befal thee, con- 
cluded the Moufe. 

Manthara having attended to what had 
been faid by the Moufe, in great fear cried 
out, — My friends, I muft go for fecurity into 
the water. Saying this, he marched away, 
and Heeranyaka and the reft followed him; 
but they had not gone far, before Manthara 
was feized by a certain Iportfman,' who 
chanced to be hunting about in that foreft, 
and who, finding himfelf hungry and fa- 
tigued, immediately fattened his game to the 
end of his bow, and turned his face towards 
home. The Deer, the Crow, and the Moufe, 
were exceedingly forry for this event ; and 
Heeranyaka exprefied his lamentations in 
thefe lines : 

Before I have attained the end of one trouble, 
boundlefs as the great ocean, ftill a fecond 
is ready ,to fucceed ! How many misfor- 
tunes come upon me for my faults ! 

A friend, who is fo by nature, is the gift 
; of providence. Such unfeigned friendthip 
is not extinguiflied, even in misfortunes. 

G 3 Men 
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Men have not that confidence in their mo- 
thers, in their wives, in thofe of the fame 
womb, nor in their own offsprings, as in 
one who is a friend in principle. 

In this manner having lamented the fate 
of the Tortoife, the Moufe continued, crying 
out,-— Oh ! how hard is my fate ! in the fol- 
lowing words ; 

By me have been experienced, even here, as 
the fruits of the ftate of exiftence, in fome 
certain birth, the good and evil Ihut up in 
time, which are the feekings of the off- 
fprings of our own works."* 

The body is compounded with diforders, the 
ftate of opulence with calamities, advan- 
tages with difadvantages ! Thus every 
thing is produced with a companion who 
ftiall deftroy it. 

Having again pondered for a while, he ex- 
claimed. 

By whcnn was conftruftod that jewel of a 
word, the monofyllable Fribmd, that dif- 
of fear the harbinger of grief, and 
the cenfidentiat repofitoiy of oar joysf 

But, 
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fiut, 

A friend who is a pleahng collyrium to the 
eyes, the delight of the heart, and a veffel 
in which may be depofited both joy and 
forrow, is hard to be found by a friend. 
All other friends, tainted with the lull of 
gain, are every where to be found in times 
of profperityj and adverfity is their touch- 
Aone. 

Heeranyaka having in this manner greatly 
lamented the fate of his friend, faid to the 
Deer Cheetranga and the Crow, — ^Let our 
efforts be exerted for the deliverance of M^> 
thara, before the hunter departs from the 
foreft. Let ns, faid they, be inftrufled in 
what we Ihould do. Let Cheetranga go near 
the water, faid He^ranySka, and feign him- 
felf fenfelefs and dead, and let the Crow ap- 
pear as if he were pecking at him j when the 
hunter, fpying a Deer, and longing to tafte 
of his flelh, will be oveijoyed, and lb laying 
the Tortoife upon the ground, will run to 
lecure him. In the mean time I will gnaw 
afundor the cords by wludi N^nthSra is con- 
fined. The Deer and the Crow did as they 
were inftmaicd immediately. The hunter 
* being 
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being thirfty, laid the Tortoife upon the 
ground, and having drank fome water, fat 
down in the fliade of a tree, when he difco- 
vered the Deer in the fituation above de- 
fcribed. He concluded that he had been 
killed by fome fportfman, and pleafed with 
his good fortune, went towards him with a 
knife in his hand. In the mean time Hee- 
ranyaka contrived to loofen the cords by 
which Manthara was held; who finding him- 
felf at liberty made hafte into the water; 
whilft the Deer feeing the huntfman ap- 
proaching, ftarted up and ran away. The 
huntfman then turned back, and repairing 
to the foot of the tree, and not finding the 
Tortoife there, he began to refledt in this 
manner: — I have been ferved right, faid he, 
for not having been more circumfpeft. 

He who forfaketh a certainty, and attendeth 
to an uncertainty, lofeth both the certainty 
and the uncertainty together. 

So, having faid this, he returned home 
difappointed by his own folly; and the 
'I’ortoife with the reft remained together in 
mutual happinefs. 


The 
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The Raja’s fons, then faid, — ^We have all 
been greatly entertained] and now is com- 
pleated what we firft wiflied for. May every 
other of your Highnefles inclinations, re- 
plied Veefhnoo-Siirma, be accomplilhed like 
this ! 

May you, ye good ! find friends in this world ! 
May Lakftimee be for ever to be found ! 
May Princes, refting upon their particular 
duty, govern and protect the earth ! 

May the conduct of thofe who act well afford 
pleafure to the mind ! By words alone no 
one is great. May he on whofe diadem is 
a crefcent,"’ caufe profperity to the people 
of the earth ! 


CHAP. II. 

The Separation of a Favourite, 

H aving, sir, fakl the young Princes, 
heard The Acquifition of a Frienf we 
are now anxious to be informed of what re- 
Ipefts Fhe Separation of a Favourite. 


Attend 



C 90 J 

Attend then, anfwered Veeflinoo-Sarma, 
and you ftiall hear concerning the Separation 
of a Favourite j of which thefe lines are an 
introduction : 

In a certain foreji there fubjijied a great and in- 
creajing friendfhip between a Lion and a Bull^ 
•which is dejlroyed by a cruel and very envious 
"Jackal, 

How was this? demanded the Raja’s fons; 
and Vceflinod-Sajma relates the following 
ftory : 

Fable I. 

ON the fouthern road is a city, by name 
Ratnavatcc,"* where ufed to dwell a mer- 
chant’s fon, who was called Varddhamana,"’ 
though polTeffed of abundant wealth, feeing 
others his relations very rich, his refolution 
was, that his own greatnefs Ihould ftill be 
increafed. They fay, 

Greatnefs doth not approach him who is for 
ever looking down; and all thole whoard 
looking high are growing poor."* 


Again; 
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Agdln: 

Even a man who hath murdered a Brahman 
is refpe6table, if he hath abundant wealth. 
He may be of a race like that of the 
moon,"^ ftill, if he be without riches, he 
will be defpifed. 

Lakftimee, like a young woman an old huf- 
band, doth not like to take unto her one 
without energy, the idle, him who trufteth 
in fate alone, or the man who is become 
deftitute by his own extravagance. 

Idlenefs, the worlhip of women, the being 
afflidled with diforder, a foolifti partiality 
for one’s own native place, difcontented- 
nefs, and timidity, are fix obftru^tions to 
greatnefs. 

It is alfo faid, 

A man fliould try to obtain what he hath 
not, having obtained it he Ihould keep it 
with care, what hath been preferved he 
fiiould increafe, and being increafed he 
fliould give it away at places of holy vifi-n 
tation. 

He whole days are pafi^ away without giving 
or enjoying, pufiing like the bellows of a 
blackfmith, liveth but by breathing. 


From 
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From the endeavours of one who longeth 
for what he hath not got, refulteth the acqui- 
fition. Property which hath been acquired, 
not being taken care of, wafteth of itfelf. 
Riches which are not recruited, like a colly- 
rium,"* by ever fo fmall an expenditure, arc 
in time reduced to nothing; if they are not 
appropriated, they are ufelefs. 

What hath he to do with wealth, who neither 
giveth nor enjoyeth ? What hath he to 
do with ftrength, who doth not exert it 
againft the foe? What hath he to do with 
the holy law, who doth not praftice virtue ? 
What hath he to do with a foul, w'ho doth 
not keep his paffions in fubjeftion? 

Again : 

Having beheld the decreafe of a collyrium, 
and the collefted heap of the white ant,"** 
a man fliould fpend his days, which are 
not to be retarded, in afls of charity, and 
the ftudy of virtue. 

13y the fall of drops of water, -by degrees, a 
pot is filled. Let this be an example for 
the acquifition of all knowledge, virtue, 
and riches. 


Thefc 
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Thefe were the cogitations of the mer- 
chant; who, accordingly took two bulls, the 
one called Sang-jeevaka,"’ the other Nan- 
dana,“' and having yoked them to a cart 
loaded with fundry precious articles, departed 
for Kafmeera,‘“ for the purpofe of trade. 

For, 

What is too great a load for thofe who have 
ftrength? What is diftance to the indefa- 
tigable? What is a foreign country to 
thofe who have fcience? Who is a ftranger 
to thofe who have the habit of (peaking 
kindly? 

As they were going over the mountain which 
is called S6ddddrga,“* Sang-jeevaka fell down 
and brake his knee; feeing which, Varddha- 
mana meditated in this manner : 

One acquainted with men and manners may 
exercife his endeavours here and there; but, 
after all, the fruit will be whatever is in 
the will of providence. 

But, 

Hefitation (hould be abandoned as the op- 
ponent of every action; whence, having 

forfaken 
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forfaken hefltation, let Tuccefs attend th^ 
performance. 

Having thus determined, VarddhamanS 
quitting Sang-jeevaka, purfued his journey ; 
and the poor bull by refting his whole weight 
upon three feet contrived to get up j for, 

The deftined age of every one defendeth tlie 
vitals of one plunged into the water, fallen 
from a precipice, or bitten by a ferpent. 

In a few days, by feeding well upon what 
was inoft agreeable to him, he grew plump 
and full of fpirits ; and as he wandered about 
through the tracks of the foreft, he made a 
great bellowing. In this fame forefl; there 
redded Pe€ngalaka,‘** a Lion, in the full 
enjoyment of the pleafures of a dominion 
acquired by the ftrength of his own arm; 
for it is faid. 

There is no ceremony of anointing, or inau- 
guration, performed by the other animals 
upon the lioa To be head of the beafts 
Is the natural right of him who fubdueth 
the kingdom by his prowefs. 


One 
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One day, the Lion being thirfty, weit to 
the river fide to drink of its waters ; when, 
hearing the bellowing of Sang-jeevaka, a kind 
of noife he had never heard before, and which 
to him appeared as dreadful as the unieafbn« 
able roaring of a cloud,"’ he turned away 
without drinking, and went back to his 
abode trembling with fear ; where he ftood 
filently meditating what it could be. In this 
fituation the Raja having been difcovered by 
two Jackals of his council, Karattaka and 
Damanaka,"* the latter faid to the former,-— 
How is this, my friend, that the Lion, al- 
though thirfty, has not drank his ufual 
draught, and ftays at home fo dull and de- 
jected? Friend Damanaka, replied Karat- 
taka, in my opinion we ought not to ferve 
this fame Raja any longer $ and that being 
the cafe, for what purpofe fhould we invefti- 
gate his motions, when we have ferved him 
fo many years and experienced nothing but 
trouble ? 

See what is done by ferving by thofe (laves 
who are covetous of wealth ! And fee alfo 
what liberty the body is deprived of by 
thofe fools ! 

Again : 
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Again : 

Thofe who are the dependents of another 
fuffer cold, and wind, dnd heat, and fa- 
tigue ! A wife man with a portion of it 
could do penance and be happy. 

So far life is worth having: To poflefs a 
.livelihood without conftraint ; for if thofe 
who dwell under the authority of others 
live, pray who are the dead ? 

Work, go, fall, rife, fpeak, be filent ! In 
this manner do the rich fport with thofe 
needy men, who are held by the gripe of 
dependence ! 

Fools for the fake of gain, as harlots do, 
drefs themfelves, and drefs themfelves, to 
become the implements of others ! 

Here is another very particular pifture of 

a fervant : 

“ * ' 

He humbleth himfelf to be exalted; fora 
living he expendeth his vitals ; he fuffereth 
pain to acquire eafe. Who is there fo. 
great a fool, as he who ferveth ? 

If he is filent, he is ftupid ; if rich in words, 
an empty prattler; by patiently fubmiting, 

be 


4 
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he is a coward ; and i£ he will not fufFer 
patiently, for" the- moft part, he is not 
preferred. 

Seen on one lide, he is, undoubtedly, fitting 
down; and if Handing at a diftance, hie is 
not to be found. The duties of fervitude 
are extremely profound, and impradti- 
cable, even to Yogees.*” 

What thou propofeft, my friend, laid 
Damanaka, is by no means to be put in 
practice. 

How! are not the mighty lords to be dili- 
gently ferved by thee, who, without delay, 
gladly fulfil the defires of the heart? 
When do thofe without employ enjoy &ole 
elevated Hations diftinguilhed by the Cha- 
mara,“* the white umbrella Ipread upon a 
lofty pole, the horfe, the elephant, and the 
Iplendid litter?'** 

Notwithftanding all this, obferved Kaiit- 
^5, what have we to do with this affeir?*** 
One Ihould always avoid meddling with other 
folks’ bufinefs. See what is laid upon this 
occafion; < 

• H ’The 
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^be man who mil have to do in matters with 
which be hath no btifinefsy may be repulfed and 
Jleep upon the grounds like the Ape who drew 
out the Wedge, 

How was that? demanded Daman^a; and 
he related the following ftory : 

Fable II. 

IN the country which is called Ma^dhS,’’* 
Soobha-danta, a man of the Kayallha tribe,'” 
had begun to build a theatre for an enter- 
tainment. One of the carpenters having 
vdth his faw cut fome way through a piece 
of timber, put a wedge into the flit. A troop 
of Apes coming that way in fcarch of their 
ufual food, one of whom, as if direfted by 
the wand of Time, took hold of that wedge 
with his two hands, and fitting down, his 
lower parts hung within the 'flit. At length, 
from the natural giddinefs of his fpecies, 
with great difficulty he drew out the wedge, 
lb that the boards doling, what was between 
them was entirely deftroyed, and he deprived 
of his life. Wherefore, I fey, 

^be man who will 


For 
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For all this, faid Daman^, the concents 
of the mafter (hould certainly be looked into, 
even by the fervant. The prime minifter, 
obferved Karattaka, being employed in the 
fuperintendence of all affairs, let him do it. 
An inferior Ihould, on no occafion, interfere 
with the department'of another j for. 

He •who jhall meddle with the department of an^ 
other t out of zeal for the welfare of bis majler^ 
may repent ; like the who was punijhed 
for braying, 

Damanaka enquired how that happened ; 
and Karattaka recounted the following ftory : 

Fable III. 

At Varanafce ” there lived a Walherman,*** 
whofe name was Karph5oi^-patta Once 
upon a time, having fpent the evening until 
it was very late in the agreeable company of 
a young woman, he went to bed fatigued, and 
ilept foundly. In the mean time, a thief got 
in with an intention to rob the houie. In 
the court there were an Afs and a Dog. The 
afs laid to the dog, upon hearing the thief,-— 
This is thy bulineis ; then why doft thou 
H a not 
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not get up, and by barking contrive to roufe 
thy matter ? What hatt thou to do with my 
department ? replied the dog. Thou knoweft 
full well how I watch and guard this houfe, 
and yet this matter of ours doth not confider 
my merit i and I am even ftinted in my al- 
lowance of provilions. Now matters in ge- 
neral, without fpying fome fault in their 
fervants, are not wont to ftiorten their allow- 
ance. Hear me, barbarian exclaimed the 
afs. The dog fpecies, from their nature, are 
not to be touched. But learn once more 
what is the duty of a fervant: 

Is he a fervant, is he a friend, who hefitateth 
at the time of adlion ? Should the bulinefs 
be ruined, could it be occafioned by a 
fervant, or by a friend ? 

The dog replied,-— Hear me for a moment. 

Is he a matter who, at a proper feafon, doth 
not confider his fervants ? Are not they 
who keep fervants on all occafions to che- 
rifti them ? 

Do they not alfo fay, 

Dependants Ihould have no interrupters in 
their meals, in their amufements, in the 

execution 
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execution of their duty, in their religious 
ceremonies, nor in doing good for the 
fake of virtue. 

The afs in a rage exclaimed, — ^Villain ! 
thou neglefteft thy mailer’s bufinefs. Be it 
fo; but it is my duty to do fomething that 
lhall wake him ; for. 

The fun Ihould be worlhipped on the back, 
the god of fire on the belly, a mailer in 
every way, and the world above without 
deceit. 

Having repeated thefe lines, he began to 
make a great noife by braying; fo that the 
Walherman was alarmed; but, although ex- 
ceedingly drowfy, he got up and gave the 
afs a good beating with a large Hick. I re-» 
peat, therefore, ’who Jhall meddle 

Obferve: Our employment is fearching 
for game; then let us attend to our proper 
bufinefs. But now I have confidered, I think 
there is not any occafion for our doing that 
to-day ; for there is plenty of provifipns for 
us, apd Ibme to Ipare. 

Ha 


Damanaka, 
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DamSnaka, difpleafed at this obfervation, 
exclaimed, — What ! Doft thou ferve his 
Highnefs, the Raja, merely for the fake of 
food ? This is very unwife i as is declared 
in thefe lines : 

By the wife the patronage of princes is fought 
to gjun the alTiftance of friends, as well as 
aid againft the treachery of enemies j for, 
who doth not limply fill his belly ? 

They fay. 

Let him live, in whom living many live. 
Doth not even the booby fill his belly with 
his bill? 

Oblerve: 

What man with five Poorans'" is reduced to 
fervitude? Who upon a parallel with 
riches is not found by riches ?"* 

Mankind being by birth upon an equality, 
the ftate of fervitude is reproachful. He 
who is not the firft of his fpecies, is 
counted among thole who are dependents. 

It is faid alfo. 

The difference which is between horles, ele- 
phants, and vehicles; wood, ftone, and 
cloth ; women, men, and water, is a very 
great difference. 

For, 
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For, 

A dog having found a bone with a few iinews 
flicking about it, dirty, loathfome, and 
without a bit of meat upon it, is rendered 
exceedingly happy, although it be not fuf- 
ficient to fatisfy his hunger. 

Whilft, 

The lion permitteth the jackal to come 
near and efcape, and killeth the elephant. 
Every man, although reduced to diflrefs, 
longeth for fruit fuitable to bis ftrength. 

Obferve the difference in the behaviour of 

him who ferveth, and of him who is ferved; 

Shaking the tail, falling down at the feet, 
and, proilrated upon the ground, looking 
up at his face and ftomach : all this the 
dog performeth to his mafter who feedeth 
him. But the noble elephant looketh 
boldly, and eateth not, unlefs he liketh, 
with an hundred kind entreaties. 

But, 

That life, although it endure but for a mo* 
ment, which is celebrated by mankind, as 
being attended by knowledge, valour, and 
renown, is, by thole who know it, alone 

dillinguilhed 
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dlftinguiftied by the name of life. A crow 
liveth a long time, and a raven eateth. 

For, 

How is that brute-like man diftinguiftied 
from a beaft, whofe underftanding is void 
of the power to difcriminate between good 
and evil, who is deftitute of the many be- 
nefits of the facred records, and whofe only 
inclination is the filling of his belly ? 

But what have we, interrupted Karattaka, 
to do with thefe reflexions j we, who are of 
little power, and not the principal? In a 
very fhort interval of time a minifter may 
enjoy the principal flation, or the reverfe, 
replied Daman^j for, they fay. 

No one is, by nature, noble, refpeXed of 
any one, nor a wretch. His own aXions 
conduX him either to wretchednefs, or to 
the reverfe. 

Again: 

As by repeated efforts, a flone is mounted 
upon the fummit of a hill, and inflantly 
thrown down j fo may we ourfclves, by 
our virtues and our vices, be elevated and 
cafl: down. 


But 
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But after all, obferved Karattaka, what is 
it thou art fpeaking of ? The curious ftory, 
replied Damanaka, of his highnefs Peenga- 
laka’s returning without drinking, and flay- 
ing at home. What ! demanded Karattaka, 
art thou acquainted with it? Is there any 
thing, faid Damanaka, unknown to a wife 
man? It is faid, • 

A declared meaning is comprehended even 
by brutes : Horfes and elephants under- 
fland when they are told; but a wife man 
findeth out even what is not declared. 
The advantage to be derived from our 
fenfes is to conceive what is only iignified 
by another. 

Then, I will now, through the opportunity 
given by his fears, turn the fault to my 
own advantage, with the fuperiority of wif- 
dom; for. 


He is a wife man who knoweth, that his 
words fhould be fuited to the occalion, his 
love to the worthinefs of the objeft, and 
his anger according to his ftrength. 


Friend, 
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Friend, faid Karatt^a, thou art unac-> 

quainted with the ways of fervice. 

He who entereth uncalled for, unqueftioned 
fpeaketh much, and regardeth himfelf with 
Iktisfaftion, to his prince appeareth one of 
a weak judgment. 

How am I therein ignorant of the ways of 

fervice? demanded Damanaka j for. 

Is there any thing of its own nature beauti- 
ful or not beautiful ? The beauty of a 
thing is even that by which it fhineth.’** 

One of a found judgment having purfued a 
man with thofe very qualities of which he 
is poffeffed, may prefently lead him into 
his power. 

Again : 

Upon hearing, Who is here ? he fliould an- 
fwer, I! — pleafe to command. And he 
Ihould execute the orders of his- fovereign 
to the beft of his abilities. 

It is faid, 

Pifobedience of orders to the fovereign, dif- 
reiped to the Brahmans, and a fepamte 

bed 
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bed to women, is death without the applU 
cation of a knife. 

Again : 

He who is fteady in trifling matters, wife, 
like a fliadow conftantly in attendance, 
and who being ordered may not hefitate, 
is a proper perfon to dwell in the court of 
a prince. 

Sometimes, obferved Karattaka, thy matter 
is difpleafed with thee for thy unfeafonable 
intrufions. It is true, replied Damanaka; 
neverthelefs, attendants mutt, unavoidably, 
make their appearance. They fay. 

The non-commencement of any thing, from 
the fear of offence, is the mark of a weak 
man. Who, brother, leaveth off" eating 
entirely, from the dread of indigettion ? 
Obferve : 

The fovereign ferveth the man who is near 
him, although deftitute of learning, of no 
family, or without acquaintance. Princes 
often, like women and vines, twine about 
him who iitteth by his fide.’*” 

Well, faid Kat5ttaka,if thou go there, what 
wilt thou fay to his hi^hnefs? Attend, re- 
plied 
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plied Damanaka: Firft of all I will find out 
whether he is attached to me, or not attached. 
What figns, demanded Karattaka, are there 
of fuch a difcovery? I will tell thee, faid 
D^anakaj the figns of attachment are, 

Joy at difcovering at a diftance, great atten- 
tion and refpe6l in enquiries, commending 
qualifications in abfence, and remember- 
ing in thofe things which are favourites. 
Such knowledge of attachment, even in a 
fervant, is an addition to one’s happinefs. 
The marks of attachment, even to a fault, 
are an accumulation of virtues. 

A wife man may alfo difcover thefe figns in 
thofe fervants who are not attached: 
Squandering of time in idlencfs, increafing 
of hopes, and defiroying the fruit.'** 

When I have made this difcoverv, I will de- 
dare what my purpofe lhall be. KarattakS 
then faid, — ^Notwithftanding this, it doth 
not behove thee to fpeak until thou haft 
found a proper opportunity. For, 

Even Vreehafpatee,*** ftiould he utter words 
unfeafonably, would incur contempt for 
his underftanding, and eternal difgrace. 

Do 
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Do not be alarmed, my friend, cried Da- 
man^, 1 lhall not ijpeak unfeafonably ; for. 

In misfortune, in error, and when the time 
appointed for certain affairs is about to 
elapfe, a fervant, who hath his matter s 
welfare at heart, ought to fpeak unafked. 

Indeed, if I were not to give my counfel 
whenever I find an occafion, my office of 
counfellor would be ufelefs. 

The qualification by which a man earneth 
his bread, and for which he is celebrated 
in the world, fhould be nourifhed and im* 
proved,'** 

Then, peace be with thee ! for know that I 
am going, concluded Damanaka. And may 
fuccefs attend thy defign ! replied Karaite. 

Damanaka, accordingly, repaired into the 
prefence of Peengalaka, with hefitation, as it 
were j but as he was difcovered by the Raja 
at fome diftance, he entered with great marks 
of refpeft, and having performed that mode 
of proftration which is called Afhttanga- 

pata. 
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pata,'^ he drew near; and the lion, broking 
him with his right paw, the toes of which 
were diftinguiftied by ornaments, accofted 
him in the following words, which were pre- 
ceded by a great many compliments : — It is 
long lince I have feen you. Sir! 

Damanaka replied, — I have not the leaft 
occaiion to attend your divine feet j never- 
thelefs, a fervant fliould indifpenfably attend 
the prefence at proper times; and thence it is 
that I am now here. 

Thofe who are penetrated with the timid 
principles of their inftrudors, defpife the 
fpeeches of thofe, when approaching the 
prefence of the fovereign, by whom, in 
wars, Soorabhee*^* of ponderous form and 
tall, the earth everlaftingly to be adored, 
hath been pierced by the fall of an hun- 
dred weapons. 

Another poet fays : 

The man whofe heart is tainted with fear, 
although profufe of fpeech, in the prefence 
of the king, amongft learned men, or in 
the company of women well inclined for 
a hniband, is a coward. 


There 
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There is a ufe for the moft trifling imple- 
ments} as is mentioned in thefe lines: 

Sovereigns, O prince, have occafion even for 
flraws, and things to rub the teeth, or 
pick the ears; but how much more for an 
able fpeaker, and a dexterous obviator of 
difficulties? 

Perhaps my noble matter fufpe^ls, that being 
opprefled with years, my underttanding is 
loft; for, 

Thofe who are poffetted of good or bad qua- 
lities are not fenfible of it themfelves. 
The good traveller doth not perceive that 
the Kaftooreeka hath any enjoyment of 
her precious perfume. 

Neverthelefs, 

Although a gem may tumble at the feet, 
and a piece of glafs be worn upon the 
head, yet, at the feafon of buying and 
felling, glafs is glafs, and gems are gems. 
It fhould not be fufpe^fed of a man, whofe 
life hath been fpent in noble deeds, that 
his reafoln is loft, when he is only in- 
volved in trouble. A fire may be over- 
turned, but its flame will never defcend. 

Pleafc 
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Pleafe your divine highnefs, the mafter 

fiiould conduft himfelf with diftindion j for. 

When the mafter pafleth over all alike, with- 
out diftinflion, then the endeavours of 
thofe who are capable of exertion are en- 
tirely loft. 

There are, O Raja, three degrees amongft 
mankind : the higheft, the loweft, and the 
middling; and accordingly, they ftiould 
be engaged in three degrees of employ- 
ment. 

Servants and houfes fliould be fuitcd to the 
fituation. A gem ftiould not be placed at 
the feet. The fame is to be underftood of 
an able man. 

Thus: 

If a gem be difcovered at the feet, which is 
worthy to be worn in an ornament of 
gold, and it doth not complain, and it 
doth not alfo appear with fplendour, he 
who placed it there is to be Ipoken to. 

Obferve: 

fTZi/j is a man of judgment^ and attached'^ and 
this a giddy fellow^ and undifciplined. The 
chief, who knoweth how to judge of fer- 
vants in this manner, is well ferved. 

They 
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’ thfff fey, , ’ ^ 

A ho^^e, a weapott, a book, a Vceria,*^ a 
Ipe^ch, and a man or woman, are, or are 
not, to be employed, when their merits 
have been examined. . ‘ 

Again : 

What is to be doi\e with a faithful fervant 
who is without ability'; or with an able 
man y^rho is an opponent? It doth not 
behove thee, O Raja, to delpife either the 
one or the other. 

For, 

The attendants of a prince, becaufe of his 
difre^efl;, grow thoughtlefs; and by that 
example, men of judgment forbear to go 
near him. 

When a khigdom is forfeken by its wife 
men, the adminiftration ceafeth to'be effi- 
cacious ; and for want of good regulations, 
the whole nation iinketh, without power 
to refift. . , . 

Again: 

Mankind are for ev^ wont 'to reQ>e& him 
who is reipeAed by the prince; for he who 
is in di^race with the fovereign is difre- 
%£iedbyalJ, 

1 


What 
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What wife men have declared proper, may 
be received even from a child. When the 
fun is invifible, how ufeful is the appear- 
ance of the lamp ? 

i 

We are your faithful lervants, attached to 
your highnefs’s feetj and we have no other 
place of refuge. . 

It is goodj replied Peengalaka; but what 
of all this, Damanaka? . Thou haft been 
for a long time our head Mantree-pootraj*'** 
whither, then, haft thou been wandering in 
purfuit of vulgar fayings ? Thou art now 
even prime minifter. 

Damanaka then faid, — May it pldafe your 
divinity) I am about to propofe a queftion : 
What was the reafon your highnefs, when 
oppreffed with thirft, refufed to drink, and 
now remains at home in a ftate of amaze- 
ment ? 

* 

It is well fpoken, anfwered Peengalaka. 
How ' plcafent it is to repofe a feCret iii a 
place ofxonfidence ! lam about to tell thee. 
Attend! Know that this foreft is infefted 

• by 
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by fome beaft, before unknown to us j where- 
fore it behoveth us to abandon it. Haft 
thou not heard a ftrange loud noife ? To 
judge by his voice, the ftrength of this mon- 
fter irluft be exceflive ! 

Pleafe your divinity, replied Damanaka, 
there Is indeed great caufe for apprehenfion. 
We too have heard the voice ; but he is un- 
worthy to be a minifter, who, in the firft in- 
ftance, advifeth either to quit the field, or to 
fight. Befides, your highnefs has now an 
opportunity to experience the ufe of your 
fervantsj for. 

By the touchftone of misfortune a man dif- 
covereth the quality of wife, relations, and 
fervantsj and of his own ftrength and 
judgment. 

It is good, replied the lion ; but I am pre- 
vented by my great apprehenfions. 

Damanaka having confidered what he 
ihould do, at length faid, — ^What! doft thou 
fpeak to us about a total abdication of the 
enjoyment of thy dominions ? I tell your 
I 2 highnefs 



[ ii6 ] 


highnefs plainly, that as long as I live, I 
lhall not be afraid j but it is neceflary that 
the minds of Karattaka and the reft ftiould 
be pacified alfo; for in times of necellity, it 
is difficult to aflemble people together. 

After that Karattaka and Damanaka to- 
gether, having received their fovereign’s 
gracious commiffion, promifed to defeat 
the threatened danger, and departed accord- 
ingly. 

As they were going along, Karattaka laid 
to Damanaka, — Is the caufe of apprehenfion 
poffible to be defeated, or not poffible? Till 
this had been determined, why did we, in 
promifing to apply a remedy, accept of this 
great appointment? For it is faid, that no 
one, unlefs he hath the power to perform, 
ftiould accept of any one’s commiffion, and, 
in particular, that of a king. 

Oblerve, 

He is all-glorious, on whofe pleafure for- 
tune waiteth, in whofe valour viftory, and 
in whofe anger death. 

The fovereign, although but a child, is not 
to be delpifed, but to be refpe^led as a 

man; 



[ ”7 3 


manj or as a mighty divinity, who pre- 
lideth in human form. 

Damanaka, laughing, faid, — Hold thy 
peace, friend; I am acquainted with the 
caufe of this fear : It is only the bellowing 
of a bull, our proper food, as well as that of 
the lion. If this be the cafe, obferved Ka- 
rattaka, why we.re not his highnefs’s fears 
inftantly appeafed? If, replied Daman^a, 
they had been fatisfied immediately, how 
would this great commiflion have been ob- 
tained? They fay, 

The majier pould never be rendered free from 
apprehenfion by his fervants ; for a fervant 
having quieted the fears of his ma/ier may 
experience the fate of Dadheekamd^^^ 

How was that? demanded Karattaka; and 
Pamanaka related the following ftory. 

Fable IV, 

UPON the mountain Arbdoda-seekhara, 
there was a Lion, whofe name was M^a- 
veekrama,'" the tips of whofe mane a Moufe 
was wont to gnaw, as he flept in his den. 

I 3 The 
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The noble beaft, having difcovered that his 
hair was bitten, was very much difpleafedj 
and as he was unable to catch the offender, 
who always flipped into its hole, he medi- 
tated what was befl: to be done ; and having 
refolved, faid he, 

Whofo hath a trifling enemy, who is not to 
be overcome by dint of valour, fhould em- 
ploy againft him a force of his own like- 
nefs. 

With a review of this faying, the lion re- 
paired to the village, and by means of a piece 
of meat thrown into his hole, with fome 
difficulty caught a cat, whofe name was Dad- 
heekarna. He carried him home, and the 
moufe, for fome time not venturing out for 
fear, the lion remained with his hair un- 
nipped. At length, however, the moufe was 
fo opprefled with hunger, that creeping 
about, he was caught and devoured by the 
cat. The lion now no longer hearing the 
noife of the moufe, thought he had no fur- 
ther occafion for the fervices of the cat, and 
fo began to be fparing of his allowance j 
and, in confequence, poor pufs pined away 

and 
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;and died for want. Wherefore, I fay,— 
majler Jhould never be rendered 

After this, Damanaka and Karattaka ad- 
vanced towards the bull Sang-jeevaka j and 
Karattaka feated himfelf in ftate at the foot 
of a tree, whilft Damanaka addrefled the bull 
in thefe words :-^Friend bull, faid he, he 
who is fitting there is appointed General for 
the proteftion of thefe forefts, by Raja Peen- 
galaka. Then Karattaka gravely faid, — 
Come here directly, or elfe retire at a diftance 
from thefe woods, otherwife the fruits of 
thy difobedience will be painful. The poor 
bull, ignorant of the affairs of the country 
he was in, fearfully advanced towards Ka- 
ratt^a, and made him a profound reverence. 
It is faid, 

Wifdom is of moreconfequence thanftrength. 

The want of it is a Rate of mifery. The 

Deendeema'** proclaimeth this, founding, 

Tthc miferabk are defeated. 

t 

Sang-jeev^a, with a loud voice, faid,— 
What, O General, am I to do? And Ka- 
ratt^a replied,— If it be thy wilh to remain 
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in thefe forefts, bow down to the dull of his 
highnefs’s feet. Give me thy word, that 
there is no danger, faid Sang-jeevaka, and 
upon thofe terms I am ready to go. Thefe 
fufpicions, obferved KarattakS, are unne- 
ceflary; for. 

The tempeft never rooteth up the grafs, 
which is feeble, humble, and Ihooteth not 
up on high ; but exerteth its power even to 
diftrefs the lofty trees j for the Great ufs 
not their might, but upon the Great. 

Saying this, leaving Sang-jeevaka at a little 
diftance, they repaired unto the prefence of 
the lion, by whom having been received with 
attention, they made their reverence, and fat 
down; and the Raja was well pleafed. — 
Know, your highnefs, faid Daminaka, we 
have feen this animal, and he is hurubled ; 
neverthelefs, he is of amazing ftrength! 
According to your divine commands, he is 
delirous of vifiting your highnefs’s feet, 
wherefore, arm yourfeJf, and let him draw 
near; for. 

The bank is penetrated by the waters, al- 
though protedled by a charm j friendlhip 

is 
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is broken by malicioufnefs, and a coward 
is to be overcome by words alone. 

By this it is feen that one fhould not be 
alarmed at a mere found; for, it is faid. 

It is not proper to he alarmed at a mere founds 
when the caufe of that found is unknown. A 
poor woman^' obtainetb confequence for dif- 
covering the caufe of a found. 

The lion alked how that was; and Dama- 
naka recounted the following ftory. 

Fable V. 

BETWEEN the mountains Sree-parvata 
there is a city called Brahma>p66ree,*” the 
inhabitants of which ufed to believe, that a 
certain giant, whom they called Ghantta- 
karna,'** infefted one of the adjacent hills. 
The faft was thus: A thief, as he was run- 
ning away with a bell he had ftolen, was 
overcome and devoured by a tiger ; and the 
bell falling from his hand having been picked 
up by fome monkeys, every now and then they 
ufed to ring it. Now the people of the town 
finding that a man had been killed there, 

and. 
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and, at the fame time, hearing the bell, ufed 
to declare, that the giant Ghmtta-karna be- 
ing enraged, was devouring a man, and ring- 
ing his belli fo that the city was abandoned 
by all the principal inhabitants. At length, 
however, a certain poor woman having con- 
lidered the fubjefl, difcovered that the bell 
was rung by the monkeys. She accordingly 
went to the Raja, and faid, — If, divine Sir, 
I may expedl: a very great reward, I will en- 
gage to filent this Ghanta-karna. The Raja 
was exceedingly well pleafed, and gave her 
fome money. So having difplayed her con- 
fequence to the priefthood of the country, 
to the leaders of the army, and to all the reft 
of the people, Ihe provided fuch fruits as fhe 
conceived the monkeys were fond of, and 
went into the wood i w’here ftrewing them 
about, they prefently quitted the bell, and 
attached themfelves to the fruit. The poor 
woman, in the mean time, took rway the 
bell, and repaired to the city ; where fhe be- 
came an objeft of adoration to its inhabi- 
tants. Wherefore, I fay. 


Jt h net proper to be afraid of a mere found, &c. 

•Having 
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Having concluded his ftory, Damanaka 
and Karattaka brought Sangjce-vaka, and 
introduced him to the lion; after v.'hich the 
bull refided in that foreft in great good fel- 
lowflup. 

Sometime after, a brother of the lion’s, 
whole name was Stabdha-karna,'” coming to 
fee him, Pecngril ika having entertained him, 
they went forth to hunt for prey. Upon 
their return, Sang-jeevaka alked the lion 
what was become of the flefli of the deer 
which had been killed that day; and the 
Raja told him that Damanaka and Karattaka 
knew. Let it be underdrood, faid Sang- 
jeevaka, whether there is or is not any. 
There is not, then, replied the lion, laugh- 
ing. What! faid Sang-jeevaka, has fo much 
flefh been eaten by thofe two.? Eaten, wafted, 
and given away, anfwered the lion ; and this 
is what happens every day. How are fuch 
things tranfafted, demanded the bull, with- 
out the knowledge of your highnefs ? Why 
not ? faid the lion. Becaufe it is not proper, 
obferved the bull : for it is faid, 

A fervant fhould never do any thing of hira- 

felf, without having informed the fove- 

reiga 
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reign his mafler ; except it be what he may 
do to prevent a misfortune. 

Again: 

The minifter fhould be like a Kamand^66,‘*‘ 
in which there is depofited a vaft colleftion. 
Of what ufe to a fovereign is a poor idle 
fool, or a mere empty hull ? 

For, 

He is the bed: minifter who enricheth the 
ftate but a Kakeenee.’” The treafury is 
the vitals of him who hath a treafury.”* 
The animal fpirits are not the vitals of 
princes. 

For a man will not arrive at the ftate of be- 
ing refpefted by any other means. When 
a man is deftitute of riches, he is fome- 
times forfaken, even by his wife, and how 
much more by others I 

What great evils thefe are alfo in a ftate! 

Obferve: 

Great expenditures, and the want of inlpec- 
tion; fo, unlawful accumulation, plun- 
dering, and a diftant lituation/” are called, 
the evils of the treafury. 


The 
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The rich man fpendeth like Vifravana,**’ who 
fquandereth, according to his inclinations, 
his income immediately, without regard to 
its amount. 

Stabdha-karna the Raja’s brother having 
attended to thefe words of the bull, declared 
his fentiments as follows : 

Hear me, brother j It is my opinion, that 
thefe two, Karattaka and Damanaka, being 
employed in the fuperintendance of the affairs 
of peace and war, are improper perfons to 
prefide at the head of the treafury. I will 
juft repeat what I myfelf have heard upon 
the fubjeft of perfons to be employed. 

Attend then: 

A prieft, a foldier, and a relation, are not 
proper to be employed at the head of 
affairs. The prieft, even when the object 
for which he was engaged hath been com- 
pleated, refufethtorefign. 

If a foldier be employed in an affair, he di- 
reftly fheweth his fwordj and the rela- 
tion, prefuming upon his relationfhip, 
fwalloweth up all the profits. 

If an old fervant be appointed, he will be 
fearlefs, even in the commilfion of crimes; 

and. 
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and, in defpite of his mafter, he may quit 
his fcrvice without reproof. 

One who hath been ufeful, in offending, pay- 
eth no attention to his offence. He maketh 
his fciviccs a ffandard, under which to 
plunder and deftroy. 

What minifter is inattentive amongft riches ? 
The man forceth himfelf to be attached j 
and from intimacy'*' he is for ever fure to 
behave with infolence and contempt. 

A minifter is always incorrigible, when he 
fhall be grown too great. It is a maxim 
of thofe who are efteemed perfeft, that 
abundance is the perverter of reafon. 

The man who thinketh of nothing but the 
acquifition of wealth, always devoureth 
tlie whole without referve. The eagle and 
the vulture may ferve a prince as examples 
of fuch a minifter. 

Not taking the advantages which are found,'** 
concealing the expenditure of things, in- 
attention, want of judgment, and the be- 
ing addi61:ed to pleafurcs, are all faults in 
a minifter. 

The colIe61:ion of the revenues is the bufinefs 
of the officers) but a conftant circumfpec- 
tion, the payment of ftipends, and of the 

return 
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return for labour, are the duties of the 
fovereign. 

Until they are prefled, they will not difgorge 
the royal treafures they have embezzled} 
for the officers of revenue, for the moft 
part, are a corrupt clafs. 

And the compulfive* power of the fovereigns 
of the earth fliould be exerted repeatedly 
upon their officers ? for will a piece of 
cloth, by being once fqueezed, yield up ail 
the water it may have imbibed ? 

The whole of this advice, concluded the 
lion’s brothel*, fliould be put in practice, as 
often as there is found occafion. 

The Raja then faid, — It is even fo, that 
thefe two are not always ready to obey my 
commands. And that, replied his brother, 
is at no time becoming in them ; for, 

A fovereign fliould not forgive thofe who 
difobey his commands, although they were 
his fons. Elpecially if it be to the hurt 
of the revenue, or relative to any thing he 
may have fixed his heart upon. 

Particularly as it is declared. 


The 
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The Raja fhould, like a father, proteft his 
fubjefts from robbers, from the officers of 
government, from the common enemy, 
from the royal favourites, and from his 
own avarice. 

Brother, continued he, let my advice be 
followed: We have made our meal for to- 
day. Then let the bull, Sang-jeevaka, who 
eats nothing but grafs and corn, be appointed 
to fuperintend the provifions. 

After that, he being appointed accord- 
ingly, the lion and the bull paffed their time 
together in great mutual kindnefs. But the 
two jackals, upon experiencing a relaxation 
in ferving out the provifions to the officers 
and dependants, began to confult together 
what was to be done. It is an evil of our 
own feeking, faid Damw^a, and it is not 
proper to lament about a misfortune of one’s 
own making. 

J, for having touched Swdrnd-rekbd'f* the 
barber's wife^ for having bound herfelf ^ the 
merchant t for having attempted to Jieal a 
jev/el ; Ml thefefuffered for their own faults. 

How 
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How was this? demanded Karattaka} and 
Damanaka related the following ftories : 

Fable VI. 

IN the city which is called Kanchana- 
poora’** there was a Raja, whofe name was 
Veera-veekfama.“*' Once upon a time, as 
hisr chief officer of juftice was . conducting a 
certain barber to the place of execution, one 
Kandarpa-ketoo, who was a traveller, accom- 
panied by a merchant, taking him by the 
Ikirt of his garment, cried out, — This man 
is not guilty ! How fo! faid the king’s offi- 
cers} not guilty, fayeft thou? Hear me! faid 
he, and he immediately began to repeat thefe 
lines : — Having touched Swarnd-rekhot &c. 
What doe’s this mean demanded the officers ; 
and the traveller recounted Jthe following 
adventure » 

The king of SeenghSla-dweepa,'*" whole 
name is Jeemo5ta-ket66,‘’’ hath a fon called 
Kandarpa-ket66,*“ and I am he. One day 
a boat-man, who attended in the pleafure 
gardens, told me, that on the fourth day of 
the moon, there was to be ieen in the lea, 
which was near, under what had the ap- 
K pearance 
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pearance of the Kalpa-taroo, or tree of 
thought, feated upon a filver fofa, orna- 
mented with a fringe of precious gems, a 
certain nymph playing upon a Veena,“* as it 
were the goddefs Lakfhmee.”’ At the pro- 
per time 1 fent for the boat-man, and getting 
into the boat, fet fail for the appointed place i 
and tliere 1 beheld a damfel, with only one 
half of her body appearing above the furface 
of the water. In fhort, attratbed by the 
beautifulnefs of her appearance, I gave a 
jump with intention to catch her; but fail- 
ing, I laid hold of a branch of the tree of 
thought, and was immediately tranfported to 
her golden palace ; where I found her wait- 
ing in an apartment of gold, feated upon a 
bed of the fame materials, attended by Veed- 
ya-dharees.*^‘ I no fooner faw her, than, 
fpying me at a diftance, fhe addrelTed me 
with refpeft, and offered to be my bride, to 
which I confented with my eyes; and we 
were immediately united by that mode of 
marriage which is called Gandharva-vee- 
vaha."* Her name was Ratna-manj^ee,‘” 
and fhe was the daughter of Kandarpa- 
kelec,'^* the king of the V eedya-dhM.'” One 
day, as we were in private together, fhe faid, 

— Hufband, 
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— Hufband, thou mayft enjoy every thing 
which is here according to thy wifh> except 
it be the beautiful Swarna-rekha, a certain 
Veedya-dharee, who is not to be touched of 
any one. Sometime after this, at an enter- 
tainment, being in a merry mood, I was 
tempted to touch the orbs of her bofom, and 
for my prefumptioA ftie fpurned me with 
the foie of her foot j after which I found 
myfelf in this country i and at length travel- 
ling about in great diftrefs, I chanced to dif- 
cover this city, and having wandered about 
all day, I went to fleep at the houfe of a cer- 
tain cow-keeper. This man, too, perceiving 
the feafon for the commiffion of crimes*’* was 
approaching, prudently quitted the converfa- 
tion of his friends, and came home, where 
he found his wife confulting with a pro- 
curers. So, having given her a good beat- 
ing, he made her faft to a poll, and went to 
fleep. About midnight, the fame procurefs,- 
who was the barber’s wife, returning, faid to 
the cow-keeper’s wife, — Such an one, burn- 
ing with the fire of reparation, is ready to die 
for thee. Go, then, to fpeak to him, and 
return quickly j and in the mean time, I will 
bind myfelf to the poft, and Hay till thou 
K 2 {halt 
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(halt come back. Things having been thus 
managed, it fb fell out, that the cow-keeper 
waked. Why doft thou not now go to fee 
thy gallant, my dear? faidhej to which no 
anfwer being made, he continued, faying, — 
Pray who has taught thee to be fo proud, 
that thou wilt not deign to give me an an- 
fwer ? and, faying this, he got up in a great 
rage, cut off her nofe, and lay himfelf down 
to fleep again. After a while, the cow- 
keeper’s wife returning, alked the procurefs 
what news. What news ! faid Ihe ; look in 
my face, and fee what news ! The cow- 
keeper’s wife now takes her place, and binds 
herfelf to the poft as before j and the barber’s 
took up her nofe and repaired to her owm 
houfe. In the morning early, when the 
barber was hunting about for his razor cafe, 
his wife faid, — here is a razor, putting one 
into his hand j but as it did not chance to 
pleafe him, he threw it in a pallion upon 
the ground j upon which his wife feized the 
occafion to cry out, — Oh ! without the leaft 
provocation, he hath cut off my nofe! And 
away fhe went to the officer of juftice. 

In the mean time, the cow-keeper*s wife, 
being queffioned by her hulband, exclaimed, 

—Who 
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—Who, guilty wretch, thinkeft thou, is able 
to disfigure one fo very chafte as I ? The 
eight guardians of the univerfe'” are ac- 
quainted with all my ailions ! Is it not faid. 

The fun and moon, fire and air, heaven, 
earth, and water; the heart, and con- 
fcience ; day and night, with morning and 
evening ; juftice and all, are witnefles of a 
man’s actions? 

Then, let this be the trial of my innocence: 

Ye mighty angels who guard the univerfe 1'^* 
if I am a chafte and virtuous wife, let this 
my countenance remain no longer with- 
out a nofe ! 

Now, faid Ihe, look at my face ! Accord- 
ingly, her hulband, having brought a light, 
examined her face ; and when he beheld that 
it was free from any appearance of having 
been wounded, he fell down at her feet, and, 
with a joyful heart, releafed her from her 
confinement, and put her into bed. And now 
1 have laid before you all this, I cannot help 
meditating upon the circumftance of the 
bawd’s having bound herfelf j but, 

K 3 


Every 
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Every book of knowledge which is known 
to Oosana,’’’ or to Vreehafpatee,**'* is by 
nature planted in the underftandings of 
women. 

Honey dwelleth upon a woman’s fpeech; 
but in her breaft there is nothing but 
poifon. 

Now attend to the hiftory of the merchant: 
He left his own houfe, and after an abfence 
of twelve years, he returned to this city, hav- 
ing brought with him, from Manas5tkan- 
tha,'” a great many jewels, and went to 
fleep at a houfe of ill fame. The miftrefs of 
the houfe had made a v/ooden image of a 
certain fpirit, on whofe head (he had placed 
a valuable gem. This being told to the 
merchant, inftigated by avarice, he got up in 
the middle of the nightj but juft as he had 
put his hand to the jewel, he was caught be- 
tween the arms of the image, which were 
hung by wires, and fqueezed very clofely, fo 
that he cried out with pain. The miftrefs 
of the houfe got up immediately. Ho, ho ! 
mafter merchant! Thou art come from 
Manasotkantha 1 Then deliver all thy jewels, 
or elfe thou wilt not be r^leafed from thy 

prefent 
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prefent confinement. In ftiort, he was help- 
lefs, and fo fent for all his treafures, and 
made an offering of them for his enlarge- 
ments fince which, having been thus plun- 
dered of all his wealth, he has joined our 
party of pilgrims. 

The traveller having thus concluded the 
ftory of the merchant, the officers of juftice 
releafed the poor barber. I repeat, there- 
fore,-—/ for having touched the damfel Swdrnd~ 
rekhd &c. Now, continued Damanaka, as^ 
this alfo is an evil of our own feeking, it 
does not become us to grieve about it. And 
having confidered for a moment, he added, — 
Friend, the friendftiip which fubfifts between 
them was brought about by mej and, by me, 
that friendftiip may be diffolved; for. 

Skilful men make falfehood look like truths 
and thofe acquainted with the painter’s 
art, make an even furface appear uneven. 

*Ihe underjlandtng which^ upon unexpeSled occur ~ 
renceSf remaineth unqffieBedy may fafs through 
the greatejl difficulties i like the farmers wife 
with her two gallants. 


How 
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How was that? demanded Karattaka; and 
Damanaka recounted the following ftory ; 

Fable VII. 

AT a place called Dwaravatee,'** a certain 
farmer had a beautiful wife, who ufed to 
keep company with the fon of the magiftrate 
of the place; according to thefe fayings ; 

The fire is never fatisfied with the addition 
of fuel, the ocean with the influx of rivers, 
the angel of death with the mortality of 
all things which have life, nor a beau- 
tiful woman with the conqueft of all man- 
kind! 

Women are never to be rendered faithful and 
obedient} no, not by gifts, nor by ho- 
nours, nor by fincerity, nor by fervices, 
nor by feverity, nor by precepts I 
Women will prefently forfake a hufband, 
who is poffefled of every good quality ; re- 
putable, comely, good, obfequious, rich, 
and generous, to fteal to the company of 
fome wretch, who is deftitute of every ac- 
complifliment and virtue! 

Warmed with the heat of the fire of a highly 
inflamed paliion, &c.'*! 


A woman 
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A woman flecping upon a painted bed at eafe 
doth not experience fo much delight, as 
upon the bare ground ftrewed with impu- 
rities, when (he goeth to the enjoyment of 
the fociety of a ftranger. 

One day, as flie flood playing with the 
magiflrate’s fon, flie happened to fee his fa- 
ther coming towards them ; upon which, 
hiding the young man in the barn, flie be- 
gan to amufe herfelf with the juflice himlelf. 
In the mean time, however, the hulband 
making his appearance, (he haflily told the 
magiflrate to take a flick in his hand, and 
depart in a hurry, and with his eyes flaming, 
as it were, with anger. This being done 
accordingly, the farmer came up to his wife, 
and afked her what had occafioned the juf- 
tice to be there in fuch a paflion. Why, faid 
the artful woman, you mufl know, that, for 
fome caufe or other, he is angry with his 
fon, who flying here for protection, I con- 
cealed him in the barn; but the father com- 
ing, and not finding him, is gone away 
in a rage. Saying this, (he conducted her 
young gallant from the barn, and introduced 
him to her hulband ; according to this faying : 

What 
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What women eat, we are told, is two-fold j 
their cunning four-fold; their pcrfeverance 
fix-fold ; and their pallions eight-fold. 

Wherefore, I repeat, — The underjlanding &c. 

Be it fo, replied, Karattaka; but how will 
it be poflible to diflblve the ingrafted friend- 
Ihip which fublifls between them. Some 
artifice muft be thought of, replied Dama- 
naka; according to this faying: 

‘that may be effeBed by Jiratagem, ivhich could 
not be effeSied by Jirength. A female Crow, 
by means of a Golden Chain, caufed the death 
of a Black Serpent. 

How was this brouglit about.? demanded 
Karattaka ; and Damanaka told the following 
llory. 

Fable VIII. 

THE female companion of a crow refided 
in a certain tree, where fhe had young ones ; 
but they were all devoured by a black ler- 
pent, who concealed himfelf in the hollow 
of its trunk. Now, finding herfelf breeding 

again, 
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again, (he faid to her mate,-— My dear, let us 
abandon this tree; for we (hall never be 
able to raife any of our offsprings, becaufe 
of that vile black ferpent ; for, you know, 

A bad wife, a falfe friend, fervants who give 
pert anfwers, and living in a houfe in- 
felled by ferpents, is death, as it were, 
inevitable. 

My dear, replied the crow, thou ftialt 
have no farther caufe to be alarmed. I have 
pardoned his offence again and again ; but 
this time he (hall be prevented. How, huf- 
band, faid the female, wilt thou be able to 
contend with one fo powerful ? Never fear, 
anfwered her mate ; 

He who bath fenfe bath Jirength. Where bath 
he Jirength who wanteth judgment ? See how 
a Lion^ when intoxicated with anger^ was 
overcome by a Rabbit. 

How was that? demanded the female; 
and the crow related the following tale : 

Fable IX. 

Upon the the mountain Mandara,"* there 
lived a lion, whole name was Dodrganta,*** 

who 
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who was perpetually complying with the 
ordinance for animal immolation;*” fo that, 
at length, all the different fpecies aflembled, 
and, in a body, reprefented, that as by his 
prefent mode of proceeding, the foreft would 
be cleared all at once ; if it pleafed his high- 
nefs, they would, each of them in his turn, 
provide him an animal for his daily food ; 
and the lion gave his confent accordingly. 
So every beaft delivered his Jftipulated pro- 
vifion, till at length, it coming to the 
rabbit’s turn, he began to meditate in this 
manner : — Policy fhould be praflifed by him 
who would fave his life ; and I myfelf Ihall 
lofe mine, if I do not take care. Suppofe I 
lead him after another lion? Who knows 
how that may turn out for me ? Then I 
will approach him flowly, as if fatigued. 
The lion, by this time, began to be very 
hungry; fo, feeing the rabbit coming to- 
wards him, he called out in a great pallion,— 
What is the reafon thou comeft fo late? 
Pleafe your highnefs, faid the rabbit, as I was 
coming along, I was forcibly detained by 
another of your fpecies ; but having given 
him my word, that I would return immedi- 
ately, I came here to reprefent it to your 

highnefs. 
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highnefs. Go quickly, faid the lion in a 
rage, and fhevr me where this vile wretch 
may be found ! Accordingly, the rabbit 
conduced the lion to the brink of a deep 
well, where being arrived, — There, faid the 
rabbit, look down and behold him ; at the 
fame time he pointed to the refle6led image 
of the lion in the water; who, fwelling with 
pride and refentment, leaped into the well, 
as he thought, upon his adverfary; and thus 
put an end to his life. I repeat, therefore. 
He who, bath fenfe &c, 

I have attended, faid the female, to all this; 
and now, do as thou fliouldeft do in this 
matter. Every day, obferved the crow, the 
king’s fon comes to bathe in the adjacent 
river. I mean to take away a golden chain 
he wears, when he fhall take it off, and to 
put it into the hole where the ferpent is; 
and when thofe who lhall be employed to 
hunt after it (hall fearch for it in the hollow 
of the tree, and lhall fee a black ferpent, 
they will prefently deftroy it. Some time 
after, when the king’s fon was bathing in 
the river, the crow executed his plait; and 
the people fent to look after the golden chain 

found 
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found it in the hole, and killed the ferpent. 
Wherefore, I fay, 7bat may be effcBed by Jlra^ 
tagem, &c. If it be fo, replied Karattaka, go, 
and may thy ways be profperous ! 

Damanaka, accordingly, went into the 
prefence of Pecngalakaj and having refpeft- 
fully bowed, he addrefled him in thefe words : 
Pleafe your higlinefs, I am come upon an 
extraordinary piece of intelligence, which, in 
my opinion, is not aufpiciousj for. 

He who hath another’s welfare at heart 
fhould, in cafes of calamity, erring from 
the right path, or when time and oppor- 
tunity are palling away, declare his whole- 
fome counfel, even unalked. 

Again : 

The fovereign being a veflel for the diftribu- 
tion of happinefs, and not for the execu- 
tion of affairs, the minifter who fhall bring 
ruin upon the bufinefs of the ftate is a 
cnminaL 

They fay alfo, lijeaking of minifters : 

Cutting off the head, or forfaking life, is 
better than negligence, from the wicked 
|uft of obtaining the ftation of the mafter. 

The 
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The lion then gracloufly alked him, what 
it was that he wiihed to reprefent j and Da- 
manaka replied, — Pleafe your highnefs, this 
fame Sang-jeev^a is not fuch a faithful fer- 
vant to thee, but that he can fpeak difrefpeft- 
fully of thy three powers"® in my prefencej 
and I know he has even an inclination for 
the fovereignty. Upon hearing thefe words, 
the lion was greatly alarmed, and remained 
in filent aftonilhment; whilft Damanaka con- 
tinued thus: Your highnefs, in difmiffing all 
your minifters, and appointing this bull to 
the fuperintendance of all affairs, has com- 
mitted a great error. It is faid, 

When both the fovereign and the minifler 
are very highly exalted, Sree'*® ftandeth 
tottering with both her legs. That fe- 
male, by nature, being unable to fupport. 
fo great a load, is obliged to forfake one 
of the two. 

And again: 

When a ruler of the earth maketh one man. 
the prime and only minifter of his domi- 
nions, and weakly confideth in him, he 
becometh intoxicated with power, and is 
banifhed for negligence. The dcfire of 

liberty 
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liberty maketh an impreffion in the breafl: 
of him who hath been expelled} and at 
length, with that wifh of liberty, he mcdi- 
tateth the death of his fovereign. 

They fay, 

It is beft to tear up by the roots, a rotten 
tooth, a faithlefs fervant, and a wicked 
minifter. 

And that 

The fovereign who fhall make fortune de- 
pend upon the minifter, will, upon an 
emergent occafion, be at a lofs, like a 
blind man without a guide. 

Particularly as, 

A minifter who is grown too great is never 
to be corrected ; and men who are efteemed 
perfe6l have declared, that exaltation is 
an intoxicatcr of the mind. 

The bull proceedeth in every affair accord- 
ing to his own inclinations; and your high- 
nefs knows what is faid upon fuch an occafion. 

There is not that man in the world who doth 
not long for fortune; and who doth not 
look at another’s wife, if beautiful and 
young, with a degree of defire to poffefs 

Tt,. 
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The lion having confidered for a moment, 
replied, — ’Tis wellj but provided it be as 
thou reprefenteft, ftill I have a great regard 
for Sangjeevaka 5 and obferve, that 

He who is dear to one, is dear even in the 
very commiflion of a fault. When the 
materials of a houfe are burnt, upon whofe 
fire falleth difgrace? 

Pleafe your highnefs, faid Damanaka, that 
even fhould not bei but it is true, that 

The man on whom the fovereign placeth an 
extraordinary degree of regard is the fa- 
vourite of fortunes whether he be a fon, 
a minifter, or a flranger. 

And pleafe to obferve, 

To the unkind the ruin of the worthy bring- 
eth delight. Fortune delighteth to be 
where there is a babbler, and a liftener.'** 

And thus a primitive fervant is neglefled, 
and a flranger promoted. They fay, 

A prince fhould not, bccaufe of the offence 
of an old fervant, entertain a flranger, left, 
L between 
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between them diflentions, be created in 
the ftate. 

Thy words, exclaimed the lion, fill me 
with aftonifliment ! Didft thou not thyfelf 
quiet my apprehenfions, and prefeiit him to 
me ? How then, now he is promoted, can 
he meditate evil ? 

Pleafe your highnefs, faid Damanaka, 

The wicked, even whilfi: receiving favours, 
incline to their natural difpofitions, as a 
dog’s tail, after every art of anointing and 
chaffing, to its natural bend. 

A cur’s tail may be warmed, and prefled, and 
bound round with ligatures, and, after a 
twelve year’s labour bellowed upon it, Hill 
it will return to its natural form. 

Again : 

In gratifying the wilhes of men of vicious 
principles, when fliall we find improve- 
ment, happinefs, and purity ? If the tree 
be poifonous, the fruit is unwholefome, 
although Iprinkled with the water of im- 
mortality. 

Wherefore, I fay. 


He 
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He who doth not with another’s ruin, fhould, 
even unafked, fpeak to him for his good. 
This is a fupreme duty, and the contrary 
is the opinion of bad men. 

For it is declared. 

He is kind, who guardeth another from mis- 
fortune; that is an aftion, which is free 
from impurity; Ihe is a woman, who can 
command herfelf; he is a worthy perfon, 
who is much refpefted by good men; he 
is a minifter, who doth not behave with 
infolence and pride ; he is happy, who is 
forfaken by his paflions; that is friendfliip, 
which is not feigned; he is a man, who 
doth not fuffer his members and faculties 
to give him uneafmefs,'®* 

But if when all the inconveniences relpe^t- 
ing Sangjeevaka have been pointed out, your 
highnefs does not abandon him, there is no 
blame in your fervant. It is faid, 

When a prince is attached to his inclinations, 
he neither counteth the bulinefs which 
ihould be done, nor his own benefit. He 
proceedeth at liberty, wherever his paflions 
lead him, like an intoxicated elephant. 

La At 
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At length, when puffed up with pride, he 
falleth into a profound melancholy, he 
throweth the blame upon his fervants, and 
doth not difcover his own mifcondud:. 

To all this the lion obferved, — ’Tis faid. 

One fliould not lift the rod againft our ene- 
mies upon the private information of an- 
other; but having, by ourfelves, made in- 
quiry, we may either punifh or commend. 
They fay alfo, 

To feize and punifh, before due invefliga- 
tion, may tend to our own deftru6rion, 
It is like rafhly forcing one’s hand into 
the mouth of a ferpent. 

It fpeaks plainly; neverthelefs, fhall pro- 
clamation be made that Sangjeevaka is guilty 
of death? 

Damanaka, a little confounded at this, re- 
plied, — Pleafe your highnefs, not fo by any 
means ; for by fuch procedure a breach is 
produced in our fecret council; and they fay. 

Having Ibwn the feed of fecrecy, it fhould be 
properly guarded, and not in the leaft 

broken ; 
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broken; for being broken, it will not 
profper. 

But, 

Time drinketh up the eflence of every great 
and noble aftion, which ought to be per- 
formed, and is delayed in the execution. 

This being the cafe, what hath been begun 
ihould certainly be profecuted with the ut- 
moft vigour; for. 

The refolutions of counfel are like a timid 
warrior, who, although attended by all his 
troops, beareth not to ftand long, for fear 
of being defeated by the enemy. 

But after all, if when his offence fliall be 
proved, he fhould be pardoned, and ftill re- 
tained, it will be exceedingly improper; for. 

He who wifheth to keep a friend after he 
hath once offended, receiveth death, as the 
Aswataree the belly.'®* 

When a bad man is employed near one, 
whatever he doeth is unprofitable. The 
Sakoonee and the Salata'®* may here lerve 
a prince for emblems of fuch an one, 

L It 


Let 



[ 150 ] 

Let me underftand, faid the lion, wliat it 
is he may be able to do againft usj and Da- 
manaka replied in the following lines : 

Not knowing the Jiature of a man's connexions., 
how fall we difcover what he is able to do f 
The Sea was once got the better of by a fmple 
Partridge^^^ 

How was that ? demanded the lion ; and 
Damanaka related the following ftory : 

Fable X. 

ONCE upon a time a female partridge, 
who refided upon the fea fhore, finding her- 
felf pregnant, faid to her mate, — My dear, 
pray let a private place be fought convenient 
for me to be brought to bed in. Is not this 
where we are a proper place for that pur- 
pofe ? demanded the partridge. No, replied 
the female, becaufe it is frequently over- 
flowed by the tide. What ! exclaimed the 
male, am I fo much lefs powerful than the 
fea, that I ftiould fuffer myfelf to be infulted, 
even in my own houfe? My dear! replied 
the female, laughing, there is a great diffe- 
rence between thee and the fea; otherwife. 

He 
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He whofe underftanding can difcern what is, 
and judge what fhould, or fhould not be 
applied to prevent misfortune, never link- 
eth under difficulties. 

After this, however, and in obedience to 
the commands of her mate, Ihe laid her eggs 
in the fame place j and the fea, to try the 
power of the partridge, came and carried 
them off in triumph ; whereupon, the poor 
female, overwhelmed with affli6lion, faid to 
her hulband, O mafter of my heart, what a 
misfortune has befallen us! The fea has 
llolen all my eggs! My dear, replied the 
partridge, do not be alarmed j but wait and 
fee what I am capable of doing. So, upon 
faying this, he affembled all the other birds, 
and having informed them of what had hap- 
pened, one of them faid, — We are not power- 
ful enough to contend with the mighty ocean; 
but I recommend, that at a proper time we 
Ihould go in a body, and reprefent the affair 
to the eagle,‘** who will eafe us of our trou- 
bles. Having confidered this propofal, they 
all repaired into the prefence of the king of 
birds, and laid their grievance before him ; 
who, having heard it, confidered for a mo- 
ment 
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ment what he fiiould do : — I will, faid he 
to hirafelf, ftate the cafe to the great and 
mighty lord, Narayana, the author of crea- 
tion, prefervation, and deftruftion,*®' and he 
will wipe away our forrows. Accordingly, 
the eagle, attended by the reft of the birds, 
addreffed their complaint to Narayana, fay- 
ing, — O Lord ! Even whilft thou art mafter, 
the fea hath dared thus to overwhelm us ! 
The Deity having confidered their complaint, 
commanded the ocean to furrender the eggs; 
and the king of waters placed the high decree 
upon his crown, and delivered up the eggs 
accordingly; and the birds having gained 
what they wanted, returned thanks, and re- 
tired to their own abodes. I repeat there- 
fore, Not knowing &c. 

The enemy who commenceth hoftilities, 
without having confidered the tranigref- 
fion of the law, meeteth a defeat, like the 
fea from the partridge. 

How (hall we difcover, faid the lion, when 
the bull is malicioufly inclined ? Your high- 
neis, replied D^an^, will know when you 

(hall 
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fliall behold him coming, with thole wea- 
pons the tips of his horns pointed towards 
you, looking as if alarmed. Having faid this* 
iic went where Sangjeevaka was ; and being 
in light of him, he advanced by degrees, 
and made himfelf appear as if agitated by 
Ibmething. Health and happinefs attend 
thee I faid Sang8Evaka, with great marks of 
politenefs. Alas! replied Damanaka, where 
is there any happinefs for thole who are in 
a Hate of dependance.^ For,- 

The fortunes of thofe who ferve princes are 
in the power of others; their minds are 
never at eafe; and they have no confidence 
even in their own lives ! 

Again: 

Who, having obtained riches, is not proud? 
From whofe misfortunes do the luxurious 
become fo? Whofe heart hath not been 
tormented by women ? Or who is dear to 
a king? Who is there not within the 
arms of Time? What beggar ever arriveth 
at confequence ? Or what man who hath 
fallen into the fnares of the wicked hath 
elcaped in peace? 

Pray, 
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Pray, friend, faid the bull, inform me 
what all this means! Oh! my friend, re- 
plied he, what fliall I fay, but that 1 am 
very unfortunate ! 

I am now like one plunged in a deep water 
calling out for help, who findeth many 
things hanging down to aflift him, which 
he neither quitteth nor taketh hold of. 
Confidence in the prince, all at once, ruineth 
one friend or other! What fliall Ido? 
Whither fliall I go? I am fallen into a 
fea of trouble ! 

. Having faid this, he heaved a deep figh, 
and fat dowiij w’hen Sangjeevaka defired 
him to relate, more fully, the caufe of his 
uneafinefsj and Damanaka with great fliew 
of fecrecy faid, — Although it be highly im- 
proper to abufc the confidence of one’s fove- 
reign, yet, as it was at our inftance thou 
cameft, it behoveth me, as I hope for wel- 
fare myfelf hereafter, to inform thee of what 
concerns thy own welfare. Attend then ; — 
His highnefs is very much enraged againft 
thee, and has declared in private, that he will 
have Sangjeevaka killed; and that he will 

treat 
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treat his attendants with his flefli. The 
bull, upon hearing this, became very for- 
rowful i whilfl: the artful Damanakii cried, — 
It is in vain to be melancholy j rather let 
fomething be purfued fuitable to the occa- 
fion. Sangjeevaka was thoughtful for a mo- 
ment, and then calmly faid, — Thefc lines are 
uttered from a pious mouth : 

Unworthy to be found by bad men, fove- 
reigns, for the moft part, are cherifliers of 
the undeferving. Riches are attendants 
of the mifer j and the heavens rain plen- 
teoufly upon the mountains ! 

What is my own opinion ? I know not! nor 
is this an affair to be difcovered. 

The unfortunate man who poffeffeth fplen- 
dor from the glory of him on whom he 
dependeth, will find it as fatal as a foul 
collyrium put into tlie eye by the hand of 
imprudence. 

But when I refledl, how hard is the fentence 
which hath been pronounced againft me ! 


The 
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The king hath been courted with unremit- 
ting pains ; why then is he not pleafed ? 
Herein is the wonder! This too is a cir- 
cumftance before unparallelled: one whilfl: 
he is ferved is about to be an enemy ! 

Then, this may be deemed fomething in- 
explicable i but. 

The man who, having difcovered fome un- 
favourable token, giveth way to his paf- 
lions, will certainly fail in the purfuit of 
it. How (hall one give fatisfadlion to 
him, whofe mind is difpleafed without a 
caufe ? 

Have I offended the king by taking grain j 
or are princes apt to become enemies with- 
out fufRcient caufe 

Damanaka replied, — Thus it is ! Hear me : 

Some are difeontented, even with the allift- 
anceof the whole body of able men } whilft 
others are pleafed when offences are com- 
mitted in their light. The duties of fer- 
vitude are exceedingly profound : They are 

impracticable, 
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impra6licable, even to thofe who are in 
the habit of doing penance; becaufe thofe 
AVho are not fervants for one thing alone, 
muft fubmit to be direfted by the eye at 
the fovereign’s will. 

Again : 

Virtues amongft thofe who know what vir- 
tues are, are virtues ; but when they meet 
with a fubje6l deftitute of good qualities 
itfelf, they become faults.*®* Rivers flow 
with fweet waters; but having joined the 
ocean, they become undrinkable. 

A hundred good adions are loft upon the 
unworthy ; a hundred fine fpeeches are 
loft upon the ignorant; a hundred good 
qualities are loft amongft men who are 
deftitute of good qualities ; a hundred times 
fpeaking is loft upon thofe who are not 
inclined to converfe; a hundred under- 
ftandings are loft upon the infenfible.*” 

It is true, replied the bull, that 

Serpents are found upon the fanders tree; in 
the waters the lotus flowers with alliga- 
tors; and in the midft: of full enjoyment 
thofe who diljpute about the quality."*’ 

Away 
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Away then with uninterrupted happinefs ! 

If the deferts were made liquid, and the wa- 
ters rendered folid; I alk if the former 
might not be pafied in boats, and the latter 
be called dry land ?“* 

He who ferveth an unreafonable man, a61:eth 
as much in vain, as he who foundeth a 
trumpet in the ears of the deaf, or pre- 
fenteth a mirror to the blind 
The root is infeftcd by ferpents, the flowers 
by bees, the branches by monkeys, and 
the leaves by infeds ; in fliort, there is not 
a fanciers tree which is not furrounded by 
the vileft impurities/"* 

Our mafter, obferved Damanaka, is one of 
thole who carry honey in their fpeech, and 
poifon in their hearts j according to this de- 
fcripfion : 

He holdeth out his hands at a diftance he 
appeareth with a wet eye ; he relinquilheth 
one half of his feat j he is fond of dole 
embracing j his words in converfing are 
kind and gentle; he beftoweth compli- 
ments ; his infide is naught but poifon, 

whilft 
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whilft without he is covered \llrith fweets j 
and he, is rich in extreme deceit. What 
name is there for this before unheard-of 
mimick art, which is inculcated by wicked 
men ? 

It is faid. 

The boat was invented upon crofTmg pieces 
of water which were difficult to pafs j the 
lamp, upon the approach of darknefs ; the 
fan, upon a defeft of wind; and injuries, 
to gratify the pride of men blinded by in- 
toxication ! In Ihort, there is not any thing 
in the world, wherein the idea of inven- 
tion was not fuggefted by Providence.*"* 
But, in my opinion, Providence itfelf would 
fail in its endeavours to prevent what pafs- 
eth in the minds of wicked men.*"® 

How hard it is, exclaimed Sangjeevaka, 
that this poor feeder upon grafs and grain : 
fhould be an object worthy to be ruined by 
a lion ! 

The dilputes of two of equal ftrength and 
fortune are worthy of attention j but not 
of two, the one great the other humble. 

What 
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What animal, being athiift, from its dear* 
nefs willingly attempteth to enter the fun 
when ftanding upon the fummit of the 
weftern mountains? The bee flyeth to 
the lotus.“’ 

Exulting with the rage of madnefs he fpring- 
cth upon the noble elephant i or elfe, hav- 
ing quitted him without pity, he is engaged 
by his people amongft vagabonds. 

The tree is broken down by the abundance 
of its fruit, and walking groweth tirefome 
to Seekhandees.“* 

The minifler is like a beaft of burthen, who 
is led by fweet words. Good qualities in 
a virtuous perfon, for the moft part, are 
his enemies.''^ 

Princes, in general, alas! turn away their 
faces from a man endued with good qua- 
lities. Women too, often delight in thofe 
who are fond of delight. This is a falfe 
pofition, that virtue leadeth to the fociety 
of men j for mankind, generally, do not 
reckon this a noble principle.”* 

It is well ! continued Sangjeevaka, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Damanaka, this poor at- 
tendant is of no efteem with the Raja ! 


It 
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It is better that the vulture fliould be followed 
by geefe, as minifters and attendants; than 
that the goofe (hould be purfued by the 
birds of prey which attend the offerings 
made to the manes of the dead. An at- 
tendant being angry may ufe even a hun- 
dred harfh exprefiions ; but a virtuous man 
is not to be deprived of any of his good 
qualities by his feeble afliftants.”* 

The bull having again confidered a while, 
continued faying, — I know not by what 
fault of mine the Raja has been injured, that 
he fhould be at variance with me! It is beft 
therefore to be for ever jealous of a prince. 

If ever the mind of a king, which is like a 
bracelet of folid cryftal, is injured by his 
minifler, who is the artift that can re- 
pair It? 

A thunderbolt, and the power of kings, are 
both dreadful 1 But the former expendeth 
its fury at once, whilft the latter is con- 
Rantly falling upon our heads. 

Having pondered for a while, he faid to 
Damanaka,— It behoveth thee, my dear friend, 

M to 
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to afford me fuch advice on this fatal occa- 
lion, as the nature of the cafe feems to de- 
mand. What hath been the pra£tice of 
many, flourifheth in misfortune. Although 
it be as thou obferveft, replied Daman^a, 
yet thofe acquainted with the rules of pru- 
dence fay, — T^he lofs of one's own life 
May this happen to me, exclaimed Sangjee- 
vaka, in the field of battle ; for death would, 
in my mind, be preferable to the imputa- 
tion of fear: At prefent that doftrine”’ is 
not fuitable. 

Or dying, he obtaineth heaven j or having 
killed his enemy, the enjoyments of life. 
Both thefe hard-to-be-acquired bleflings 
arc the rights of heroes. 

As out of battle death is certain, and in the 
field life doubtful, the learned call it the 
only time of battle'^^ 

When out of battle he beholdeth no happi- 
nefs for himfelf, the wife man cmbraceth 
death fighting the foe. 

In viftory he obtaineth fortune, and in death 
celeftial beauty. Seeing that our bodies 
are fo very fragile, why Ihould we hefitate 
about dying in the battle? 


Let 
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Let me clearly underftand, my friend, how 
1 am to difcover when he is determined to 
put me to death. When the R^a ftiall cock 
his tail, lift up his paws, and look at thee 
with his mouth open, replied Damanaka, 
then will be the time for thee alfo to dilplay 
thy prowefs. 

Strong even without vigour, who may not 
experience the lituation of being defeated? 
Obferve how fearlefly people put their feet 
upon a heap of aflies ! 

But it is neceffary that every thing be con- 
ducted with the greateft privacy. Having 
faid this, Damanaka went to join Karattaka; 
who alked him what was effeCted. Why, 
replied the former, a reciprocal breach hath 
been effected between the two. What doubt 
of it? cried Karattaka; for they fay. 

What a name is relation amongft wicked 
men ? Who will not be angry when over and 
above folicitedt Who groweth latisfied 
with riches? Who, being attentive, may 
not be learned? 


M 2 
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Likewife : 

A man is rendered miferable by artful people, 
and profperous from the greatnefs of his 
foul. What, doth not a troop of villains 
a£l like the fire, (whofe epithet is deftroyer 
of that which is intrufted to him?) 

After this Damanaka went to the lion, and 
cried out, — Pleafe your highnefs, that velTel 
of iniquity is coming! Prepare thyfelf, and let 
him approach I Having faid this, he caufed 
the lion to put himfelf in the attitude before 
deferibed} and Sangjeev^a being arrived, 
upon feeing the lion with his countenance 
thus altered, began himfelf to difplay a cor- 
refponding fhov/ of defiance. At length 
there enfued a furious battle, in which the 
poor bull having been killed by the lion, the 
latter overcome with fatigue, and Handing, 
as it were, full of affliftion, exclaimed, — Alas ! 
what a cruel action have I been guilty of ! 

If the dominion be enjoyed by others, he 
himfelf is the veffel which containeth the 
fault. Should a prince tranlgrefs the law, 
he is like the lion after the murder of the 
elephant.*’! 

The 
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The Ipfs of territory, or of a wife and virtu- 
ous fervant, is a great lofs. The lofs of 
fervants is death to fovereigns, and the 
lofs of empire ; for fervants are not eafily 
to be found/" 

What novelty is this ? cried Damanaka. 
It is very unuAaal'for one to lament having 
put a faithlefs enemy to death j and indeed it 
is very improper to do fo. 

Or father, or if a brother j or Ion, or if a 
friend, be a confpirator againfe his life, he 
Ihould be put to death by a prince who 
wilheth his own welfare. 

One acquainted with the principles of jufticc 
and political intereft, fhould neither be 
haftily feverc) nor ever ready to pardon, 
although money be in the hand. It is 
proper to fwallow mercy. 

It is a virtue in hermits to forgive their ene- 
mies, as well as their friends j but it is a 
fault in princes to ftiew clemency towards 
thofe who are guilty. 

There is no other but one expiation for him 
who, from pride and the luft of power, 
ftiall wifh for his matter’s ttation, and that 
is death ! 

M 3 
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A meck-hcarted prince, a Brahman who eat- 
cth of all things alike,*'® an unruly wife, a 
bad-principled companion, an unfaithful 
fervant, and a prefumptuous fuperinten- 
dent, ftiould all be put away : They are 
not worthy to be tried feven times. 

But the following lines give a very parti- 
cular picture of the behaviour of princes : 

The conduct of princes, like a fine harlot, is 
of many colours ; True and falfe j harih 
and gentle j cruel and merciful} niggardly 
and generous } extravagant in expence, and 
folicitous of the influx of abundant wealth 
and treafure. 

The lion having been thus compofed by 
the arts of Dam^^a, at length recovered 
his natural temper of mind, and feated him- 
felf on his throne ; and Damanaka, with his 
heart full of exultation, having wiflied vic- 
tory to the mighty king, and happinefs to 
all the world, lived ever after according to 
his wifti. 

V£elhn66-Sllrm5 having thus concluded 
his fecond head, Tbe Reparation of a Fawuritey 

gave 
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gave notice to the young princes j who de- 
claring they were well pleafed with it, he 
gave them his bleffing, and repeated the fol- 
lowing lines : 

May fuch a breach between friends happen 
but in the houfe of your enemies ! May 
traitors, day by day, be led by Time to 
their deftruftion ! May the people be per- 
petual pofl'efibrs of abundance, and all the 
bleffings of life ! And may youth for ever 
find amufement here in this pleafant gar- 
den of fable! 


CHAP. III. 

Op Disputing. 

T he time fet apart for hearing thefe fto- 
ries being arrived, the young princes 
reminded Vcefhnoo Sarma in thefe words : — 
Worthy Sir ! As we are the fons of a prince. 
It will afford us,very great amufement to hear 
what relates to Diiputing. And Vcefhnoo 

Sarma 
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Sarma replied, If it will give you pleafure I 
will proceed to recount what is conne6led 
with that head, to which the following verfe 
is the introdu6lion : 

In a quarrel between the Geefe and the Peacocks^ 
in which is difplayed equal valour-, the Geefe, 
having trujled them, are betrayed by the Crows 
who were in the camp of the enemy. 

How was this ? demanded the young 
princes i and Veelhnoo Sarma related as fol- 
lows : 

Fable I. 

IN Karpo5ra-dweepa*“ there is a famous 
lake which is dillinguiflied by the name of the 
Padma-neelaya,*“ where ufed to refide a royal 
goofe, whofe title was Heeranya-Garbha,‘“ 
and who had been anointed their king by all 
the birds who are wont to frequent the waters. 

If there were no king, the people would 
thence be entirely ruined: they would be 
here like a boat in the water without a 
pilot. 

The king protefteth the people; and they 
fupport the greatnefs of their foyereign. 

But 
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But prote6lloii is better than greatnefs » 

for the one cannot exifr without the other. 

One day as the royal goofe was fitting 
upon a bed of lotus flowers finely fpread, 
furrounded by his attendants, there arrived 
from fome diftant country a certain booby, 
whofe name was Dcergha-mookha, who, ha- 
ving made his obeifance, drew near. Deer- 
gha-mookha! faid the king, thou art lately 
come from foreign countries: pray inibim 
me what news. Pleafe your highnefs, replied 
the booby, I have fome very important news, 
anxious to relate which I made hafte to come 
here. In Jamb66-dweepa,“* there is a moun- 
tain called Veendhya,'** where reigns Clieetra- 
varna/** a peacock, who is there king of 
the winged tribes. As I was walking one 
day over a place where the grafs and under- 
wood had been burnt down, I was difcovered 
by fome of his attendants who were paffing 
byj and upon their alking who I was, and 
whence I came, I replied, that I came from 
Karpoora-dweepa, that I was an attendant of 
the royal goofe, king Heeranya-Garbha, and 
that I came there out of curiofity to lee fo- 
reign countries. They then alked me which 

of 
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of thefe two countries I thought the befti 
and I faid, — O what a queftion is this ! There 
is a vaft difference between them : Karpoora- 
dweepa is a heaven of a place! Then what 
do you do in fuch a barren country as this? 
Come away, and accompany me into our 
country. But upon hearing me talk in this 
manner, they feemed to be very much dif- 
pleafed. They fay, 

A draught of milk to lerpents doth nothing 
but increafe their poifon. Good counfel 
beflowxd upon fools doth rather provoke, 
than fatisfy them. 

A ’wife man is •worthy to be advifed ; but an ig- 
norant one never Certain birdsy having 
given advice to a troop of monkeys^ have their 
nejis torn to piecesy and are obliged to fiy a’way. 

The royal goofe demanded to know how 
that was; and the booby repeated the follow- 
ing ftory: 


Fable II. 

ON the banks of the river Narmada,”* 
upon a neighbouring mountain, there was a 

large 
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large Salmalee tree, wherein certain birds were 
wont to build their nefts and refide, even 
during the feafon of the rains. One day, 
the fky being overcaft with a troop of thick 
dark clouds, there fell a ftiower of rain in 
very large ftreams. The birds feeing a troop 
of monkeys at the' foot of the tree, all wet, 
and fliivering with cold, called out to them, — 
Ho, monkeys ! why don’t you invent fome- 
thing to prote6l you from the rain ? 

We build ourfelves nefts with ftraws colIe6led 
with nothing elfe but our bills. How is 
this, that you, who are blefled with hands, 
and feet, yield to fuch fufferings ? 

The monkeys hearing this, and underftand- 
ing it as a kind of reproach, were exceedizigly 
irritated, and faid amongft themfelves, — 
Thofe birds there, fitting comfortably out of 
the wind within their warm nefts, are laugh- 
ing at us ! So let them, as long as the (hower 
may laft. In ftiort, as foon as the rain fub- 
lided, the whole troop of them mounted into 
the tree, where tearing all the nefts to pieces, 
the eggs fell upon the ground and were 
broken. I fay therefore, A wife man is wor- 
thy to be advifed &c. 

WeU, 
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Well, faid the royal goofe, what did the 
birds fay after they had heard this ftory? 
Why, pleafe your highnefs, they were in a 
great paffion, and alked, who made that fame 
goofe a king! In anfvverto which, I too, in 
the anger which fuch a queftion created, cried, 
— By whom was this fame peacock made a 
king? and, upon my faying this, they tried 
to kill me, and in return, I difplayed no little 
valour. 

An occafional drefs to a man is as forgive- 
nefs and modefty to a woman. Courage 
when furrounded is like being captive 
amongft men endued with clemency.’” 

The royal goofe fmiling at this, faid, 

A man who, having well compared his own 
ftrength or weaknefs with that of others, 
after all, doth not know the difference, is 
cafily overcome by his enemies. 

^ fcrjl Is always difeonsered if he Jlayetb too long 3 
tike the Afs drejfed in a T’igers fkin^from his 

Plow was this ? faid the booby ; and the 
foyal goofe related the following tale : 

Fable, 
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Fable III. 

AT Hafteenapoora'** there lived a certain 
dier, whofe name was Veelasa.”" He had a 
jack afs who was grown exceedingly weak 
by carrying burdens too great for his ftrength, 
and, as it were, almoft at the point of death. 
In this condition the dier drefled him up in 
a tiger’s Ikin, and let him loofe in a field of 
corn ; fo that the people belonging to the field 
having obferved him at a diftance, ran away 
with the idea of its being a real tiger. After 
a while, however, a man whofe bufmefs was 
to watch the field, having drefled himfelf in 
a kind of armour made of an afs’s Ikin, and 
furniflied himfelf wdth a bow and arrows, 
ventured to approach him j and the fuppofed 
tiger, who was now grown plump and fat, 
Ipying him at a little diftance, and thinking 
it was a female of his own fpecies, began to 
welcome her by fetting up a loud braying, 
and immediately trotting up before her. But 
the man having difcovered from his voice 
what he really was, the poor afs was foon 
overcome for his love. I fay, therefore, A 
fool is always difcovered &c. 

After that, faid the booby, the birds called 
out to me,— Ralcal! vile booby ! Doft thou 

dare 
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dare fpeak thus flightingly of our fovereign? 
This is not to be fuffered by us prefently ! 
And, faying this, they began to attack me 
with their bills, and to brave me in this man- 
ner : — Obferve, thou ftupid animal ! thy goofe 
is always a foft fpiritlefs creature j although 
he is by no means fo very mild in the go- 
vernment of his dominions ; but he is inca- 
pable of pofleffing as much wealth as would 
lie in the palm of one’s hand; how then (hall 
he command the univerfe? As for thyfelf, 
thou art like an angry frog; but he is thy 
fuperior. Hear this: 

A large tree, which yieldeth both fruit and 
lhade, is highly to be efteemed ; but if Pro- 
vidence, per chance, may have denied it 
fruit, by whom is its fliade refufed?**” 

And, that 

Court fliould not be paid to the indigent; 
but to him on whom there is great depen- 
dance. The elephant obtained the title of 
Varoonee”’ from his carrying water in his 
trunk. For, 

Even the greateft are reduced to littlenefs, 
and thofe of abundant qualities to infig- 
nificance, by the properties of that by 

which 
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which they are oppofed; like the royal 
elephant in the mirror. 

Befides, 

Great things may be effected by wife cowifel^ 
when a fovereign enemy may be too powerful. 
Certain Rabbits were e7iabled to live in com- 
fort, through the policy of one of their brethren. 

I alked them how this was? And the birds 
related as follows: 

Fable IV. 

ONCE upon a time, for want of rain in 
due feafcJn, a troop of elephants being greatly 
diftrefled for water, addreffed their chief in 
thefe words : — What refource have we, ex- 
cept in that hollow linking ground inhabited 
by thofe little animals ! but deprived of that 
too, whither. Sir, blinded as it were, lhall we 
go ? What lhall we do ? Upon hearing their 
complaints, their chief, after travelling with 
them a great way, difcovered* a fountain of 
clear water. But as many rabbits who hap- 
pened to be in their burrows were crulhed to 
death under the feet of fo many elephants 
trampling over their warren; at length, one 

of 
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of them, who was called Seelee-MookhS,'” 
reflefted in thivS manner : — This troop of ele- 
phants, opprefled with third:, will be coming 
here every day to drink, atld, at length, our 
whole race will be deftroyed! But an old 
buck, whofe name was Veejaya,’” faid to him, 
— tBrother, don’t be uneafy; for I am going 
to prevent what thou dreaded:. Saying which, 
he fet off to try how he could oppofe them ; 
but as he went along, he began to condder 
how he diould approach fo formidable a 
troop j for, obferved he, they fay. 

An elephant killeth even by touching, a fer- 
pent even by fmelling, a king even by ru- 
ling, and a wicked man by laughing at one. 

Wherefore, I will mount the fummit of a 
rock to addrefs the head of the troop. This 
being put in execution accordingly, the chief 
elephant afked him who he was, and whence 
he came. I am, he replied, an embalTador 
fent here by the god Chandra.*’* Declare the 
purport of thy‘commidion, faid the elephant. 
Sir,, replied the rabbit, as 

Embadadors, even when the weapons of war 
are lifted up, (peak not otherwife than for 

the 
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the benefit of their ftate; and although 
they fpeak boldly according as it is their 
advantage, they are not to be put to death. 

Then I will declare what are the commands 
of the god Chandra. He bade me fay, that 
in driving away, and deftroying the rabbits 
who are appointed to guard the fountain 
which is confecrated to that Deity, you have 
done ill j for, faid he, they are my guards, 
and it is notorious that the figure of a rabbit 
is my emblem,*^* 

The head elephant, upon hearing this be- 
ing greatly alarmed, declared that they had 
offended through ignorance, and would never 
go to the fountain again. If this be your 
refolution, faid the embaflador, go this once, 
and make your fubmiflions before the Deity 
himfelf, whom you will fee in the fountain, 
quite agitated with anger ; and when you have 
pacified him, you may depart. — Accordingly, 
as fbon as it was night, the embaflador Vee- 
jaya having conduced the chief of the ele- 
phants to the fountain, there fhewed him the 
image of the moon, trembling, as it were, 
upon the fmooth iurfaee of the water; 
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and when he had made him bow down to it, 
in token of fubmiflion, he faid, — Pleafe your 
divinity! What hath been done having been 
done through ignorance, I pray thee pardon 
them I and upon faying this, he caufed the 
elephant to depart. 1 repeat therefore, Great 
things may be eff 'eBcd G?c. 

After that, continued the booby, I ventured 
to fay, that our king too was powerful and 
valiant, upon which they laid hold of me 
with their beaks j and, alking me what bu- 
finefs I had in their country, they carried me 
before their chief Cheetra-varna j and when 
they had {hewed me to him, bowing to their 
king, they faid, — Pleafe your highnefs, let 
this guilty booby be confined ; for he dares, 
even whilfl he is travelling in our land, to 
treat with contempt your royal feet 1 The 
king, in anger, demanded to know whence I 
came ; and they informed him, that I was 
the fervant of the goofe Heeranya-^bha, 
and that I came from Karpoora-dweepa.— - 
After that, the minifler, who was a vulture, 
afked me who was the prime minifter in this 
country, and I told him, a Chakra-vaka ’* 
whofe name was Know-all,*” You efteem 

him. 
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lum, replied the vulture, becaufe he is your 
countryman ; they fay, indeed, 

A king fliould engage for his minifter one 
who is a native of his own country j pure 
in all his ways, and cleanly in his drefs j 
not one who is an outcaft, addidled to idle 
pleafures, or too fond of women j but one 
of good repute, who is well verfed in the 
rules of difputation, is of a firm mind, 
and expert in raifing a revenue,”* 

A parrot next fpoke, and obferved, that 
as Karpoora-dweepa was comprehended in 
Jamboo-dweepa, the authority of his Ma- 
jefty’s feet certainly extended over that coun- 
try alfo ; to which the king of the birds 
replied, — ^Thus it is ! 

Sovereigns, the libidinous, and children, with 
madmen, and fuch as are made vain by 
riches, are over anxious for what is not 
attainable, and how much more fo, for 
what is to be procured ! 

Up<ai this, I (aid,— But that too large a 
government do not proi^, our iovereigu 
N a baa 
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has a territorial right, even over Jamboo- 
dweepa. — Let it be declared how, faid the 
parrot, and where he will give proofs of it ! 
And I replied, — In battle ! At this their 
king laughing, faid, — Go to thy mafter, and 
tell him to be well prepared j and upon that, 
I defired him to fend his own embaflador 
alfo. Who ftiall go? faid the king; for an 
embafl’y fuch a perfonis required as is de- 
fcribed ip thefe lines : 

« 

An embaflador fhould be a trully fervant, 
endued with good qualifications, pure in 
his principles, clever, agreeable, imad- 
di6ted to fruitlefs pleafures, patient, and, 
;With all, a Brahman”’ who is well ac- 
quainted with the moral and religious 
cuftoms of ftrangers, and the nature of 
oppofition. 

Although there are many fuch to be found, 
ftill a Brahman is to be preferred j for. 

He adfeth according to the pleafure of his 
employer j he feeketh not wealth, and doth 
not withdraw himfelf from the prefence of 
his lord, even in the hour of misfortqne. 

Tins 



[ > 8 - ] 


This being the cafe, let the parrot go. Go, 
parrot, added the king, along with this per- 
fon ; and, upon thy arrival, make known our 
will. It fliall be according to your high- 
nefs’s commands, replied the parrot; but this 
booby is a vile animal, and I am not ufed to 
go any where with a perfon of bad character. 
They fay, 

A villain is fure to commit fome evil a6lion, 
and he fucceedeth amongft good men. 
Seeta was feized by Ravana.*^° The ocean 
may have bonds.*** 

It is not proper either to Jlay^ or to go any •where ^ 
along •with an evil-difpofed perfon. A Goofe 
fuffered for flaying •with a Cro'W, and a Vart- 
tdkd'*^ for going •with him. 

How was this? demanded the king; and 
the parrot recounted the following ftory: 

Fable V. 

ON a private road in Oojjayeenee*** there 
was a large Peeppala tree,*** where lived toge- 
ther a goofe and a crow. Once upon a time 
in the cold feafon, a traveller came there, 
and having placed his bow and his arrows 
* N 3 fafe 
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fafe away under the tree, he went to fleep. 
A few minutes after, the (hade of the tree 
paffed away from his face, and prefently it 
was covered by the fcorching rays of the fuii>^ 
upon feeing which, the goofe, who was in 
the tree, expanded his wings, and again a 
fhadow was formed as before. A little while 
after, in the enjoyment of a found nap, the 
man happening to open his mouth, the crow 
dropped his excrement into it, and flew out 
of the way. But the man waking, and fee- 
ing the goofe upon the tree, concluded that 
it was hej fo, being in a paflion, he took 
his bow, and with an arrow drawn home to 
his ear, {hot him dead upon the fpot. I fay, 
therefore. It is not proper to Jlay, &c. I will 
now relate the hiftory of the Varttaka, con- 
tinued the parrot. 

Fable VI. 

ONCE upon a time all the birds of the 
air went in a body upon a pilgrimage to the 
fea iide in honour of the eagle; and amongft 
the reft, the crow went accompanied by a 
VarttakS.*** As they flew along, the crow 
repeatedly ftole and ate of fomc curds out of 
a pot which a farmer was carrying updn his 

head: 
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headi but as foon as the man put the pot 
upon the ground, and faw the crow and the 
Varttaka together in the air, the former, 
being guilty, flew out of the way j but the 
latter, being but flow of flight, was caught 
and inflantly killed. I fay, therefore, — Jt is 
not proper either to Jlay^ or to go 

I then faid, — Brother parrot, what is the 
reafon thou raileft thus againft me ? I efteem 
thee, neverthelefs, as the feet of his highnefs ! 
Be it fO|, replied the parrot} but. 

When fincere and beloved friends are courted 
by thole of bad charadter, it createth in 
me as much dread, as the fight of flowers 
out of feafon. 

Thy being a rafcal is made evident to me 
from thy converfation; for if there Ihould be 
any falling out between our two maflers, 
thy tongue will be the caufe. 

Obferve; 

A fool mil rejoice and be bappy, even when 
offences are committed before bis eyes. A 
certain Wbeehjorigbt put bis own wife with 
her gallant upon his bead. 


How 
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How was that? faid the kingj and the 
parrot related the following ftory: 

Fable VII. 

IN Sree-nagara*‘‘* there lived a wheelwright, 
whole name was Dull- wit who, though 
he believed his wife was falfe to his bed, had 
never, with his own eyes, feen her with her 
gallant. So he pretended that he was going 
out of town, but after he had gone a little 
way, he returned home, and privately hid 
himfelf under the bed. In the mean time, 
the gallant, fuppoling the wheelwright was 
adtually gone out of town, made his appear- 
ance i and, foon after, the wife retired with 
her lover to the fame bed; where they began 
to converfe without reftraint. But juft now, 
from the feel of fomething touching the 
under part of the bed, lire concluded that her 
hulband was beneath, and fo was a little dif- 
concerted; upon which her gallant faid,— 
What is the reafon thou doft not enjoy the 
prefent moment free from care? Thou ap- 
peareft as if thou wert alarmed at fome- 
thing! Alas! replied the artful woman, he 
who is the lord of ray life is gone abroad to- 
day; wherefore the city, though ever fo full 

of 
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of inhabitants, to me appeareth a mere de- 
fert! Then is thy wheelwright, faid the 
gallant, a fubjefl worthy of all this tcndcr- 
nefs? he who calls thee whore, and ftrum- 
pet? Villain! exclaimed fhe, what is this 
thou fayeft? Hear me! 

She Is a virtuous w'oman, who, when fpoken 
harlhly to, and viewed with angry eyes, 
appeareth before her hulband with a mild 
and placid countenance. 

The regions of eternal happinefs are provided 
for thofe women, who love their hutbands 
the fame in a wildernefs, as in a city; be 
he a faint, or be he a finner. 

A hulband is a woman’s firft ornament, al- 
though himfelf be unadorned; but when 
file is wdthout one, be flie ornamented, flie 
is not adorned. 

Thou art very fine, to be fure, and haft 
,the appearance of a figure made up of gar- 
lands and flowers. Pray do people ever wor- 
fhip thee?*"** My hulband, if he choofes, 
can fell me to the gods, or give me to the 
Brahmans;*** but what of that? 


I live 
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I live in him living, and in him, my beloved, 
will I live when dead; for upon his death, 
to die after him is my firm refolve. 

For, 

The woman who followeth her hufband*’* 
may remain in heaven for a million and a 
half of years, or for as many as there are 
hairs upon the body. 

As the fnake-catcher by force draweth up 
the ferpent from its hole; fo, having 
taken her hulband, flie is to be raifed into 
heaven.*** 

Him fhould ftie attend whilft living, and him 
fliould (he deep with when dead, to whom 
her father may have given her, or her bro- 
ther according to her father’s will.*** 

The foolifli wheelwright, upon hearing all 
thefe fine fpeeches, faid to himfelf, — O what 
a lucky fellow I am, to polTefs a wife who 
can fpeak of me with fuch tender love and 
affeftion ! and, faying this, he rofe with the 
bed and its contents, and began to dance for 
joy. I repeat therefore ,-—^ fool &c. 

After this, continued the booby, as fbon 
as the king had paid me the ufual compli- 
ments. 
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ments, I was difmifled, and the parrot is 
coming behind. And now that I have ap- 
prized your highnefs of all this, let that 
which is moft proper be purfued. What! 
exclaimed the minifter Chakra-vaka, the 
king’s affairs have been forwarded, to the 
utmofl of his abilities, by a booby, who hap- 
pened to travel into a foreign country ! But, 
pleafe your highnefs, he has a£fed according 
to his nature. 

One may give him a hundred inftances from 
holy writ, that hefhould notdifpute; ftill, 
it is the chara61:er of a fool to make a dif- 
turbance without a caufe. 

Have done with thefe reproachful fayings 1 
faid the royal goofe, and attend to what has 
been reported. Pleafe your highnefs, replied 
the minifter, I will fpeak to you in private; 
for, 

Thofe who are aware of it can interpret the 
mind from the changes of the eyes and 
other members; and even by the report of 
fliape and complexion. 

And upon this, the reft withdrawing, the 
king and his minifter were left by themfelves. 

I think. 
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I think, faid the minifter, that this has been 
brought about by a fpy fent by fome officer 
of our government/” They fay, 

A fick man is the beft fubje6t for a phyfician, 
and an active cmiffary for the officers of 
govern mentj fools are the fupport of the 
learned, and a man of fecrecy fuits a king. 

Let the caufe alone, faid the king; at pre- 
fent it ffiould be determined what ought to 
be done; then fay! Firft, pleafe your high- 
nefs, replied the minifter, let a fpy be fent, 
and then we fliall learn the fituation of the 
country, with its ftrength and weaknefs ; for 
they fay, 

A prince fliould have a fpy to obferve what 
is necelTary, and what is unneceflary, to 
be done in his own, as well as in his 
enemy’s country. He is the king’s eye; 
and he who hath him not is blind. 

And let him take a fecond perfon with him, 
in whom he can confide; whom he fhall fend 
back, well difguifed, charged with fuch fecrets 
as are worthy to be communicated; whilfl 
he himfelf remains upon the fpot. 


He 
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He fhould command his emiflaries to go diT- 
guifed in company with thofe pciutents, 
who travel with beards under pretence of 
ftudying in the courts of temples, and 
places of holy vifitation.^^* 

The emiflary we fend fliould be one who 
will go about privately, and who will pafs 
through land and water; and I know of no 
one, except the booby, who is endued with 
both thefe requilites 3 wherefore, let him be 
appointed. In the mean time, let all the in- 
habitants keep within our caftle; and, till 
the ineffengcr return, let profound fecrecy be 
purfued; for 

The deliberations of council are difeovered 
if heard by fix ears, as well as any private 
information ; wherefore, a king fliould en- 
truft his counfels only to himfelf and a 
fecond perfon. 

The injury which is done to princes, from 
their counfels’ being difeovered, are not to 
be repaired, fay thofe who are acquainted 
with the rules of policy. 

Well, faid the king, now I have found 
fuch an excellent emiflary, what next ? — Your 

highnefs. 
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highnefs, replied the minifter, hath but to en- 
ter the field of battle, and viftory will follow. 

They were now interrupted by the entrance 
of one of the guards, who informed them, 
that there was a pan'ot waiting at the gate, 
juft come from Jamboo-dweepa. The king 
looked at the minifter, and the minifter faid. 
Lead him into a feparate apartment, and 
fometime hence he may be admitted. Ac- 
cording to the commands of his highnefs ! faid 
the guard; upon which he went away, taking 
the parrot with him. 

So, faid the king, Difcord is arrived, and is 
in attendance! Yes, pleafe your highnefs, 
replied the minifter; but difcord is not ne- 
ceffity.'” 

Is he a minifter, or a counfellor, who, upon 
the firft alarm, and without due conlider-. 
ation, advifeth his fovereign either to com- 
mence hoftilities, or to quit his ground ? 

A wife man may ftrive to conquer, but he 
fliouki never fight; becaufe viftory, it is 
oblerved, cannot be conftant to both the 
combatants. 


A man 



[ I9I ] 


A man (hould never difplay his bravery who 
is unprepared for battiej nor bear the 
marks of defiance, until he hath experi- 
enced the abilities of his enemy. 

Not more eafily is a houfe""^* fupported by 
mankind with a prop, than great achieve- 
ments from triflng means. This is the 
great fruit of councils. 

But when we perceive that we are threatened 

with war, let preparations be made; for 

The field is fruitful from having been culti- 
vated in due feafon. It is the fame with 
political meafures; but thefe too advance 
(lowly, not inftantly, to maturity. 

When the quality of bravery is near, a great 
man’s terrors are at a diftance. In the 
hour of misfortune fuch a great man over- 
cometh bravery. 

Great warmth, at firft, is the certain ruin of 
every great achievement. Doth not water, 
although ever fo cool, moiften the earth ? 

Befides, an’ pleafe your highnefs. King Ch^-. 

tra-varna is very ftrong; and. 

There is no ordinance obliging us to fight 
thofe who are ftronger than ourfelves.— 

Such 
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Such fighting, as it were, with an elephant, 
is the fame as men’s fighting againfl: rocks. 

He is a fool who turneth upon his opponent, 
before he hath found a proper opportu- 
nity. The efforts of him, who contendeth 
with one flronger than himfelf, are as 
feeble as the exertions of an infecl’s wings. 

A prudent foldier, keeping within his tor- 
toife-like flielter,'^” may, indeed, fuflain 
the force of arms j and when occafion may 
fuit, he may fally foith like an enraged 
ferpent. 

Pleafe your highnefs, attend to this: 

One who is m after of ever lb little art may 
be able, on a great occafion, to root up 
trees with as much eafe, as the current of 
a river the reeds and grafs. 

Then let this embaflador, the parrot, be de- 
tained and amufed, until we fhall have put 

our fortifications in good condition. 

A fingle bowman (landing upon the battle- 
ments fighteth a hundred ^ and a hundred 
ten thoufand: wherefore, a caftle is to be 
preferred. 


What 
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What fovereign, whofe country is furnifhed 
with ftrong holds, is fubje6l to defeat? 
The prince of a country, without ftrong 
holds, is as a man who is an outcaft of his 
tribe. 

He ftiould build a caftle with a large ditch 
and lofty battlements, and furnifli it with 
machines for raifing waterj and its litua- 
tion fliould be in a wood upon a hill, and 
where there arc fprings of frefli water. 

It fliould be fpacious, but very uneven; and 
fupplied with large ftore of liquor, grain, 
and money; and with gates and fally- 
ports; for thefe are the feven treafures of 
a caftle.*” 

Who, demanded the king, fliould be ap- 
pointed to prepare our caftle? The mini- 
fter replied, 

Every one fliould be employed in that bufi- 
nefs he is beft acquainted with. One who 
hath had no experience in civil affairs, al- 
though he may be a good foldier, would be 
at a lofs in bufinefs of that kind. 

Then let the Sarasa*’" be called, concluded the 
miiiifter. This being done accordingly, and 
the Sarasa arrived, the king gave him en- 
O couragement. 
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couragement, and told him to put the caftle 
in good order. The Sarasa, bowing, replied, 
Pleafe your highnefs, the caftle has lately 
been well examined. There is a large re- 
fervoir in it, in the center there is an ifland, 
in which it is proper that there Ihould be a 
ftore of grain laid up. 

A ftore of grain, O king! is tlic beft of ftores. 
A gem call into the mouth will not fup- 
port life. 

Of all fapid things, fait being efteemed the 
firft, fome Ihould be laid in; for without 
it the beard is bedaubed.^*'’ 

Go then, faid the king, and attend to what 
is neceflary to be done. Juft now a door- 
keeper came in, and faid, — Pleafe your high- 
nefs, one Cloud-colour,*“ a crow, is juft 
arrived from Seenghala-dweepa,*** who, with 
his attendants, delires to behold the foot of 
your highnefs. A crow, faid the king, is a 
wife bird, and a great obferver of things ; 
and that being the cafe, let him be received. 
He is fo, replied the minifter; but a crow is 
a land bird, and confequently of a different 
party to usj how then can he be received in 
contempt of our own party? It is faid, 

“The 
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T^he fool who forfaketh his (nm party ^ and delight- 
eth to dwell with the oppojite fide^ may be killed 
by them j as was the cafe with the blue Jackal. 

How was this? demanded the king; and 
the minifter related as follows; 

Fable VIII. 

A certain jackal, as he was roaming about 
the borders of a town, juft as his inclinations 
led him, fell into a dier’s vat but being 
unable to get out, in the morning he feigned 
himfelf dead. At length, the mafter of the 
vat, which was filled with indigo, came, and 
feeing a jackal lying with his legs uppermoft, 
his eyes clofed, and his teeth bare, concluded 
that he was dead, and fo, taking him out, he 
carried him a good way from the town, and 
there left him. The fly animal inftantly got 
up, and ran into the woods ; when, obferving 
that his coat was turned blue, he meditated in 
this manner ; — I am now of the fineft colour! 
what great exaltation may I not bring about 
for myfelf? Saying this, he called a number 
of jackals together, and addrefled them in the 
following words : — Know that I have lately 
been fprinkled*** king of the forefts, by the 

O 2 hands 
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hands of the goddefs herfelf who prefides over 
thefe woods, with a water drawn from a va- 
riety of choice herbs. Obferve my colour, 
and henceforward let every bufinefs be tran- 
fa(5led according to my orders. The reft of 
the jackals, feeing him of fuch a fine com- 
plexion, proftrated themfelves before him, 
and faid, — According as your highnefs com- 
mands! By this ftep he made himfelf ho- 
noured by his own relations, and fo gained 
the fupreme power over thoft of his own 
fpecies, as well as all the other inhabitants 
of the forefts. But after a while, finding 
himfelf furrounded by a levee of the firft 
quality, fuch as the tiger and the like, he 
began to look down upon his relations ; and, 
at length, he kept them at a diftance. A 
certain old jackal perceiving that his bre- 
thren were very much caft down at this be- 
haviour, cried, — Do not defpair I If it con- 
tinue thus, this imprudent friend of ours 
will force us to be revenged. Let me alone 
to contrive his downfall. The lion, and the 
reft who pay him court, are taken by his out- 
ward appearance j and they obey him as their 
king, becaufe they are not aware that he is 
nothing but a jackal ; do fomething then by 

which 
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which he may be found out. Let this plan 
be purfued: Aflemble all of you in a body 
about the clofe of the evening,*** and fet up 
one general howl in his hearing j and I’ll 
warrant ye, the natural difpofition of his Ipe- 
cies will incline him to join in the cry j for, 

Whatever may be the natural propenfity of 
any one, is very hard to be overcome. If 
a dog were made king, would he not gnaw 
his (hoe ftraps ? 

And thus, the tiger difcovering that he is 
nothing but a jackal, will prefently put him 
to death. In Ihort, concluded the minifter, 
the plan was executed, and the event was 
juft as it had been foretold. They fay. 

An intimate enemy is acquainted with every 
thing which relateth to one : our blemilhes, 
our hearts, and our degree of courage. 

I repeat therefore. The fool &c. 

Although it be thus, replied the king, ftill 
as he is come a great way, let him appear ; 
for fuch is the refolution of enquiries made 
refpedting whom we ought to entertain. — 

O 3 Pleafe 
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Pleafe your highnefs, faid the minifter, the 
fpy is difpatched, and the caftle is put in com- 
pleat order, wherefore the parrot fliould re- 
ceive affurances of our pacifick difpofition, 
and be permitted to depart. But, 

As it is poffible that the revolutions of coun- 
cil may be defeated by the defigns of a 
(harp embafl'ador, a fovereign fliould al- 
ways regard him as a fpy. 

After this a council was formed, and both 
the parrot and the crow were defired to at- 
tend. The parrot, with a flight inclination 
of his head, feated himfelf upon a ftool which 
was prefented to him, and then delivered his 
commiflion in the following words : Sir, the 
mofl: illuflrious Maha-raja*“ Cheetra-varna 
commandeth thee, Heeranya-garbha, if thou 
haft any occafion for life or fortune, inftantly 
to repair into his prefence, and proftrate thy- 
felf at his feet j or elfe, to think of retiring 
to live in fome other country ! The king, in 
anger, exclaimed, — Ha ! have we no one 
about us.^ The crow. Cloud-colour, in- 
ftantly rofe up and cried out, — Give but the 
word, and I will kill this infamous parrot ! 

In 
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In the mean time, the minifter, who was 
engaged in pacifying the king, repeated thefe 
lines : 

That is not a council, wherein there are no 
fages j they are not fages, who do not de- 
clare men’s duty; that is not a duty, in. 
which there is not virtue; and that is not 
virtue from which fear approacheth us. 

The law fpeaks thus : but, moreover, this 
parrot is a Brahman ; and they fay allb. 

An embaffador, although he be a barbarian, 
is not to be put to death; for he is only 
the mouth of his matter : no, not even 
when the weapons of war are lifted up; 
and how much lefs, if he be a Brahman ! 

An embaflador never payeth any regard ei- 
ther to his own inferiority, or other’s fu- 
periorityj but under the decree of fate, 
that he is not punilhable, he fpeaketh 
without referve. 

Upon hearing thefe maxims, both the king 
and the crow were pacified; and the parrot 
got up and went away. But upon a motion 

of 
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of the minifter’s, things having been ex- 
plained to him, he was brought back, and 
difmiffed with prefents of golden ornaments, 
rich drelles, and the like. 

The parrot returned to the Veendhya 
mountains,**^ where paying his refpefts to 
Cheetra-varna his own fovereign, the king 
no fooner perceived him, than he called out, 
— Well, parrot, what intelligence haft thou 
brought me? What fort of a country is it? 
Pleafe your highnefs, replied the parrot, the 
fum of my intelligence is this, — Let prepa- 
rations be made for war! As to the country, 
it is a portion of the heavenly regions ; then 
how is it poflible to defcribe it ? The pea- 
cock king, upon hearing this, fent for his' 
chiefs, and fat down to confult with them. 
On the fubjedt of the war, faid the king, 
which is prefently to be entered into, advife 
what is proper to be done; for, again I fay, 
war is abfolutely refolved upon. They fay. 

Brahmans are mined when difcontented, like 
fovereigns when contented. Modefty is 
ruin to a harlot, and immodefty to women 
of good repute. 


Amongft 
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Amongft the reft, tliere was a vulture vvhofe 
name was Far- fee, who arofe and ff.d, — 
Pleafe your highnefs, — Fate would not be 
idle in fighting with thcc; for 

When fons, with friends and attendants, are 
firmly attached, and in oppofition to the 
enemy, then war may be commenced. 

Let my minifter qbferve what I am about 
to order, faid the kintr ; let the fcrvices of 
thefe my officers be engaged by an advance 
of a part of their pay ; and then let the 
foothfayer*'’* be called, and let him fix upon a 
lucky ittomenF^'’ for us to begin our march. 
Yet, pleafe your highnefs, obferved the mi- 
nifter, it is not proper to march raflily j for 
they fay, 

Thofe fools who raflily, and without invefti- 
gation, rufli upon the forces of the enemy, 
will doubtlefsly be embraced with the edges 
of their fwords. 

Minifter, replied the king, thou fhouldcft not 
endeavour to break the force of my ardour. 
Tell me rather how one who wifhes for 

conqueft 
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conqueft advanceth into the country of the 
enemy. Pleaie your highnefs, faid the mi- 
nifter, this fubjedf too if purfued may yield 
fruit j for they fay, 

What is the ufe of advice given to a fove- 
reign according to the authority of books, 
if it be not followed ? A patient will never 
recover his health merely from the defcrip- 
tion of a medicine. 

But as the commands of majefty are not to 
be neglefted, I will proceed to repeat what I 
have heard upon the fubjedl of war. Pleale 
to attend, your highnefs : 

Troops, with every thing which can make 
them formidable, ftiould be ftationed upon 
the rivers, upon the mountains, in the 
woods, in the ftrong holds, and wherever 
elfe there is danger. 

The Adhyakftia*" ftiould march before ac- 
companied by the braveft menj in the 
center the feraglio,”* the fwamee,*” the 
treafure cheft, the magazines of provi- 
fions, and every thing elfe which may be 
valuable. 

On 
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On each flank the horfe, on the two flanks of 
the horfe the chariots,*'* on the two flanks 
of the chariots the elephants, and on the 
two flanks of the elephants the foot.*” 

In the rear fhould march the Sena-patee*'* 
occafionally encouraging fuch as feem to 
be melancholy. And the king fhould take 
the field accompanied by his counfellors 
and choicefl: heroes. 

The uneven ground, fwampy places, and hills, 
fliould be cleared by the elephants; the 
plains by the horfe, the rivers by boats, 
and the foot fhould be employed every 
where. 

Upon the arrival of the rains it is beft to 
march with elephants only, they fay; but 
at other times, with all the four diftinc- 
tion of troops.*” 

Amongfl hills, and in narrow palTes, it is 
proper that the chief fhould be guarded 
by fome of his befl: troops; and the fame 
when he is afleep, with watchful care. 

The army fhould ftrive to deflroy, and dif- 
trefs the enemy by rolling flones down 
from the tops of fteep places ;*’* and as 
foon as they enter the enemies’ country, 
the Attavee]^*” fliould be formed before. 

Where- 
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Wherever the chief is, there fliould the trea- 
furc cheft bej for v^^ithout treafure there is 
no fuperiority. And fome of it fliould be 
diftributed amongft the principal officers j 
for who will not fight for one who giveth 
freely ? 

Man is not a fervant for the man, but for 
the thing. A chief’s confequence, or in- 
fignificance, dependeth upon his having 
wealth, or no wealth. 

The troops fliould fight without breaking ; 
and they fhoud defend one another. What- 
ever military flores there may be fliould be 
put in the center of the ranks. 

And when the chief hath given check to the 
enemy, he fliould endeavour to diftrefs the 
country. Upon level ground he fliould 
fight with chariots and his horfej and in 
places overflowed with water, either with 
boats or elephants. 

Amongft trees and bufhes he fliould fight 
with bows and arrows j and upon open 
ground, with fword and fliield: And he 
Ihould always endeavour to deftroy, or 
render ufelefs, the enemy’s ftraw, corn, 
water, and fire wood. 


He 
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He fhould deftroy likewife their refervolrs, 
their ramparts, and their ditches and 
trenches. The chief’s elephants fliould 
be the firft in the army, and not difor- 
dered. 

They fay, he who fighteth with elephants 
and camels, fighteth, as it were, with his 
own arms. The horfe is the ftrength 
of the army. The horfe is as a moving 
bulwark. 

Wherefore, the chief who hath moft horfe in 
a lahd fight is viftorious. Thofe who 
fight mounted on horfes are hard to be 
defeated, even by the hofts of heaven ; for 
let the enemy be at ever fo great a diftance, 
they are, as it were, in their hands. 

The chief employment for the foot is fight- 
ing, guarding the whole army, and clear- 
ing the roads about. 

The beft kind of troops are declared to be 
thofe who are naturally brave, (killed in 
the exercife of arms, attached, inured to 
fatigue, renowned, and foldier-like. 

Men, O prince, do not fight fo well in this 
world, even for very large pecuniary re- 
wards, as for honours bellowed by their 
commander. 


A fmall 
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A fmall army coiififting of chofen troops is 
far better than a vaft body chiefly com- 
pofed of rabble j for when the bad give 
way, the good aie inevitably broken in 
confequence. 

He who wiflieth for vi^lory fliould endea- 
vour to harrafs the enemy without diflrefs- 
ing his own troops. An enemy’s army 
which has been harrafled for a long time, 
may be eafily defeated. 

There is not a better counfellor than a com- 
petitor for the overthrow of an enemy; 
wherefore great pains fhould be taken to 
raife fuch a claimant. 

Having entered into a confederacy with fomc 
one amongft the chief’s fons, or with one 
of his principal counfellors, at length, it 
will be proper, with a firm refolution, to 
provoke him to fight. 

And when a chief fhall have given him an 
overthrow by means of his neareft friends, 
he may put his enemy to death.**'* 

What is the ufe of faying fo much upon 

the fubjed? faid the king, interrupting him: 

One’s own exaltation is another’s tribula- 
tion, and both, they fay, is policy. Hav- 
ing 
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ing granted this, our fine language is 
contradicled by our a6lions/“. 

The miniller fmiUng at this, replied, — It 
is entirely foj but. 

One is lofty, powerful, and a villain; whilft 
another is guided and retrained by moral 
laws. When fhall we find the fame fu- 
periority in light and darknefs ?*** 

At length the king got up and refolved to 
march at the time appointed by his aftro- 
loger; but juft now the Poorbheeta met 
him, accompanied by a fpy, and told him, 
that king Cheetra-varna was almoft arrived, 
and that at prefent he was near the Malaya'** 
mountains ; that the conftru6lion of a caftle 
was inftantly to be refolved, for the vulture 
was ,a very wife rainifter; and that from the 
tenor of his converfation there was reafon to 
believe, that he had a fpy even then within 
the caftle. To all this the minifter replied, 
that if there was a Ipy, it could be no one 
but the crow, whom they had entertained. 
That can never be, replied the king; for if 
he had been fo, how came it to pafs that he 

lliewed 
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(hewed fuch readincfs to punilh the parrot? 
And bcfidesi war was not -refolved till vqy 
lately upon the return of their embaffador 
the parrot. Ncvcrtlieirfs, anfwerrd the rni- 
nifcer, it ia proper to fnfpciit one who came 
to us as he did. Tit/,*, replied the king, pro- 
vided he be guilty of any improper action ; 
but, 

A flranger, if well difpofed, is a fricndj but 
a friend, if ili-dlfpofed towards, one, is a 
ftranger. A diftemper, although generated 
in the body, is malignant'; whilll a drug 
produced in the woods proveth falutary. 

King Soobbrakei had a feri: ant, by name Veer a- 
■ ‘vdrd, who in a ’■eery fonrt time offered up his 
own fon. 

How was that ? faid the minifter ; and 
the king related the following tale : 

Fable IX. 

IN former days I ufed to amufe myfelf 
with a certain female of my own fpecies, 
wdiofe name was Karpoora-manjaree,*'* and 
who was the daughter of the royal gander 

Karpoora- 
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Karpoora-kelee, in a pleafure lake belonging 
to king Soobhraka. One day a young man, 
whofe name was Veera-vara, and who proved 
to be a Raja-podtra*** come from fome diftant 
country, prelented himfelf before the porter 
who Rood at the king’s gate, and addrefled 
him in the following words : — I am a foldier 
in learch of employment j pray procure me a 
fight of the king. The porter went to his 
mafter, and, bowing, told him that there was 
a foldier at the gate, juft arrived from fome 
diftant country, who faid his name was 
Veera-vara j and the king commanded him to 
be introduced. Accordingly the porter con- 
ducted the ftranger into the prefence of his 
mafter ; to whom, refpedtfully bowing, he 
addrefled himfelf as follows: — Sir, if thou 
haft any occafion for my lervice, let my pay 
be fixed. The king alked him, how much? 
and he replied, four hundred foovarnas^” a 
day. What weapons haft thou? demanded 
the king. My two arms, replied the foldier, 
and my fword, which makes a third. This 
will not do, concluded the king; upon which 
the foldier bowed, and took his leave. The 
minifter happening to be prefent, faid, — 
f*leafe your highneft, give him four days’ pay, 
P and 
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and learn what fort of a man he is, and what 
affiftance he can be of. According to the 
minifter’s advice, the man being called back, 
they gave him Tamboola,*” and four days’ 
pay in advance ; to the expenditure of which 
the king very privately attended, and found 
that he gave one moiety to the gods and the 
Brahmans, one-fourth to the poor, and fpent 
the remainder in food and amufements; and 
that after performing thefe feveral praife- 
worthy adtions, he attended fword in liand 
at the king’s gate day and night, and never 
went to his lodgings without his mafter’s 
exprefs permilTion, 

On the fourteenth night of what is called 
the dark fide of the moon,*’® the king heard 
a noife like one bitterly crying, upon which 
he called out to know who was waiting at 
the door, and his faithful Veera-vara anfwer- 
ing that he was there j he ordered him to pur- 
fue the crying which they heard} fo, faying, 
I obey your highnefs’s commands, away he 
ran. In the mean time, the king refleded 
in this manner;-^! have done wrong to fend 
this Ibldier away by himfelf in fuch a dark 
cloudy night, I will even go too ^nd fe« 

what 
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what is the matter. So faying, he took his 
fword, and thus followed till he got without 
the city; and prefently after he faw the fol- 
dier with a female endued with perfeft youth 
and beauty, and richly attired, who was 
weeping. Who art thou, and why doft thou 
weep? demanded Veera-vara. lam, faidthe 
female, the goddefs Sree,**° the fortune of king 
Soobhraka’s dominions, who hath long dwelt 
happily under the fliadow of his wings j 
but, alas ! I am now about to flee to fome 
other place of refuge. What, O goddefs, faid 
the foldier, will induce thee to tarry ftill 
longer here? If, replied the goddefs, thou 
wilt offer up thy own fon Saktee-vara, who 
is diftinguilhed by two and thirty marks,*** 
to the goddefs who prefideth over the welfare 
of all nature,*®* then will I remain here for a 
much longer period of time} and faying this, 
Ihe vaniflied from his light, 

Veera-vara now went home, and called up 
his fon and his wife, who were both afleep j 
who having rifen accordingly, he related to 
them every thing which had paffed with the 
goddefs. His Ion, the moment he had con- 
cluded, exclaimed in a tranfport of joy, — O 
p z how 
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how fortunate I am, who can thus be the 
means of preferving my fovereign and his 
dominions ! Then, O father, what occafion 
is there for any further hefitation or delay; 
fuice the affiftance of this body is at all times 
ready upon fuch an occafion as this? For 
they fay, 

A good man fliould forfake wealth, and even 
life itfelf, for another. It is good to fa- 
crifice one’s felf for a holy perfon upon 
the approach of his deftrudlion. 

This fimple faying belongs particularly to 
our tribe;*” then if I am not permitted to do 
fo, by what other a6t v/ill the prefervation of 
the profperity of this great country be pre-. 
ferved ? Having confidered this propofal, 
they all went to the temple of the goddefs ;*** 
and when they had worftiipped her image, 
the father Veera-vara addrefl'ed her in thefe 
\vords : — O goddefs ! let Soobhraka our fove- 
reign be profperous ! and let this vidtim be 
accepted ! Saying \yhich, he cut off his fon’s 
head. Thus, faid he to himfelf, have I 
earned the wages which 1 received from my 
fovereign 5 and now let me pay the forfeit of 

my 
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my fon’s life ! and inftantly he cut off his 
own head. His wife too, overpowered with 
grief for her hulbaiid and fon, followed their 
example. The king, filled with aftonifh- 
ment at the feene before him, faid to himfelf: 

Such little animals as myfelf come into life, 
and die away without end ; but there never 
has been, nor ever will be, in this world 
one like unto him ! 

Oh, I can have no further enjoyment of thele 
my dominions! Saying this, he lifted up 
his fword to cut off his head alfo but on 
the inftant, fhe on w’hom dependeth the 
happinefs of all, making herfelf evident un- 
der human form, feized him by the hand, 
and faid, — My fon, forbear this raflinefs ! 
At prefent thy kingdom is not fubdued 
The king proftrated himfelf before her, and 
faid, — O goddefs 1 of what ufe to me is do- 
minion, or even life ? If thou haft any com- 
panion for me, O let Veera-vara, with his 
family, be reftored to life ; or if it be not thy 
will, permit me to purfue the path wherein I 
was found by thee ! The goddefs replied, — 
I am well pleafed with this thy noble gene- 
P 3 rofity 
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rofity and tendernefsj then go thy ways, 
and profperj and let this man, his wife, and 
fon, all rife up and live ! The king rendered 
thanks, and returned unobferved to an apart- 
ment of his palace to fleep. Veera-vara too 
being reftored to life, together with his wife 
and fon, he conduced them home. 

Veera-vara being again on guard at the 
king’s door, and being queftioned by him 
relpefting the perfon who was heard crying, 
replied, that upon her being feen flie became 
invifible, and that there were no further ti- 
dings of her.*”' The king was exceedingly 
well pleafed at this, and faid within himfelf, 
—what a praifeworthy man he was, repeat- 
ing thefe lines ; 

He fliould Ipeak kindly, without meannefs ; 
he fliould be valiant, without boaftingj he 
fhould be generous, fhedding his bounty 
into the difti of the worthy; he fhould be 
refolute, but not harfti. 

This is the charafter of a great man! In 
this there is all! 

In the morning early the king affembled a 
fpecial councili and when he had publickly 

proclaimed 
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proclaimed the proceedings of the night, he 
beftowed the government of Karnatta*'* upon 
his generous deliverer. After this, concluded 
the royal goofe, muft every one who cometh 
unalked be a villain ? The truth is, there 
are three forts amongft fuch too: good, bad, , 
and indifferent. < 

The minifter replied. 

Is he a minifter who, in obedience to his 
foyereign’s pleafure, payeth attention to 
what fhould not be done, as if it were 
proper to be done ? It is better that the 
heart of the mafter fhould fuffer pain, than 
that he fhould be ruined by doing that 
which ought not to be done. 

Hear this, pleafe your highnefs: 

^he good which hath been gained by one will alfo 
be gained by me. But the Barber who wijloed 
for wealthy having through bis infatuation 
killed a Beggar y is put to death himfelf 

How came that about? faid the king j and 
the minifter related the following ftory : 


Fable 
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Fable X. 

IN the country of Ay5dhya*®’ there was a 
man, by name Choora-manee,’“' who, being 
exceedingly anxious for the acquifition of 
wealth, offered up his prayers, with great 
fervour, to him in whofe diadem is a cref- 
cent;'’® and at length, one night, when he 
had been purified of his fins, that deity ap- 
peared to him in his fleep, and addreffed him 
in thefe words : In the morning early, having 
fliaved thyfelf, fland out of fight with a flick 
in thy hand) and when thou fhalt fee a beg- 
gar coming into the yard, thou w'ilt beat him 
with thy flick without mercy; for the faid 
beggar will have with him a pot of gold, 
which may ferve to make thee as happy as 
thou canfl wifh for the reft of thy life. — 
The inftru6lions of the god were followed, 
and fuccefs attended; but the whole tranf- 
a6lion having been obferved by the barber, 
who came to lhave the man, faid to himfelf, 
^Ho, ho! this is the way to get money is 
it? Why then may not I do the fame? From 
that moment the barber ufed every day to con- 
ceal himfelf with a large flick in his hand, 
waiting for the coming of a beggar ; and at 

length. 
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length, when one came, he beat him fo un- 
rnercifully, that he died; and the confequence 
was, that the barber was put to death by 
the officers of juftice for the crime. — I fay, 
therefore, The good &c. 

The king replied. 

How is a ftranger to be found out by the 
repetition of a parcel of old ftories, whe- 
ther he be one who hath no motive, or a 
friend, or one who would betray one’s 
confidence.^ 

Let the crow alone, and let us purfue 
what we have to do. Cheetra-varna is now 
in the neighbourhood of Malaya. What is 
to be done? The minifter replied, — ’Tis 
true he is come ; but I have heard from the 
mouth of a trufty fpy, that Cheetra-varna 
hath treated the wife counfels of that great 
minifter the vulture with contempt; and 
therefore the fool may be defeated ; for they 
fay. 

The enemy who is either avaricious, fub- 
jeft to paffion, unruly, treacherous, vio- 
lent, fearful, unfteady, or a fool, is eafily 
to be defeated, we are told. 


Then, 
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Then, before he fliall have given orders to 
invert our caftle, let the Sarasa and other ge- 
neiais be fent out upon the rivers, into the 
woods, upon the mountains, and through 
the partes, to deftroy his forces. They fay. 

If an enemy’s army be fatigued by a long 
march, confined by rivers, hills, or forerts j 
terrified by the apprehenfion of dreadful 
fires, dirtrefled by hunger, thirrt, and 
the like; 

With their bert provifions Ipoilt, afilifted with 
pertilence and famine, not rteady, not nu- 
merous, embarrafled by rains and winds j 
Incommoded by dirt, durt, or water, or derti- 
tute of good quarters ; a prince may defeat 
it, and under any circumrtances like thefc. 
Or if an enemy be found fleeping in the day, 
from the great fatigue of watching for fear 
of a furprize, thus overpowered for want 
of reft, one may at all times eafily defeat 
him. 

Wherefore, let thefe generals march againft 
the forces of that impetuous peacock, and 
fight them, either by day or night, as they 
may find it moft expedient. 


This 
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This advice being executed accordingly, 
the army of Cheetra-varna was overthrown, 
and a great many of its principal leaders fell 
in the battle. Cheetra-varna was exceedingly 
call down at this event, and faid to his mini- 
fter the vulture, — Has this happened through 
neglect; or have I been wanting in condu6t? 

Never before now was empire gained, thus 
to be loft ! The want of prudence deftroy- 
eth fortune, even as licknefs the greatcft 
beauty. 

One who is expert gaineth fortune ; he who 
eateth but what is wholfome, health j and 
the healthy, eafe; the diligent, the end of 
knowledge j and he who is well difciplined, 
virtue, profit, and reputation. 

The vulture replied, — Pleafe your highnefs, 

A king, although he be not himfelf experi- 
enced, may, if he has one old in wifdom 
about him, deprive another of his good 
fortune} like a tree which groweth by the 
water’s fide. 

Drinking, women, hunting, gaming, fond- 
nefs for dreft, harlhnefs of ipeech, and fe- 
verity, are great blemifhes in a prince. 

Riches 



[ 220 ] 


Riches and profperity are not poffible to be 
acquired by fuch as purfue power with 
fudden violence, nor by thofe whofe minds 
are at a lofs for the means; for fortune 
dwelleth in good coiidudt and noble re- 
folution. 

Beetle^“‘ is pungent, bitter, fpicy,^’^ and fweet; 
it is alkaline and aftringent ; it expclleth 
wind, deftroyeth phlegm, killeth worms, 
and fubdueth bad fmells; it beautifieth the 
mouth,^'”^ removeth impurities, and kin- 
dleth the fire of love. Beetle, my friend, 
pofTeffeth thefe thirteen qualities, hardly to 
be found, even in the regions of heaven.^”'^ 

But, continued the vulture, your highnefs, 
trufting to your own ftrength and courage, 
and from mere rafhnefs, paid no attention 
to the counfels I laid before you, and treated 
me with harfhnefs of fpeech. 

Upon what minifter do not the errors of con- 
duct fall ? What fore arm is not fretted 
by a garment of hair?^°' Whom doth not 
fortune make proud? Whom doth not 
death deftroy? To whom do not the 
things 'which women do, give caufe of 
great uneafinefs ? 
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A brave man deftroyeth his enemies, be they 
ever fo great ; even as prudence overcometli 
misfortune, an enlightened underftanding 
grief, the fun darknefs, and forrow hap- 

• 306 

pinels. 

But, at that time, I faid within myfelf,— 
This my mafter is certainly deftitute of wif- 
dom, or elfe he would be guided by my coun- 
felsj for they fay, 

What will the wife precepts of books do for 
him who is deftitute of natural wilHom? 
What will a mirror do for him who hath 
no eyes? 

And, for thefe reafons, I remained filent.— 
The king, upon hearing this, joining his 
hands, faid, — agree that the fault was all 
my own ! But, in our prefent diftrefs, thou 
fliouldft inftrudl me how I (hall be able to 
retreat, with the few troops I have left, to the 
Veendhya mountains ! The minifter now re- 
folved, within his own mind, that he ought 
to be reconciled to his mafter, recoliefting 
this faying; 

Anger ftiould always be reftrained in the 
prefence of the gods, before one’s mafter, 

fovereign. 
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fovereigii, or a Brahman; in a cow-houfe/’^ 
and not lefs where there are children, and 
aged or fick people. 

Do not be alarmed ! faid he to the king, fmi- 
ling as he fpoke ; be comforted ! They fay. 

The wifdom of minifters fhincth moft upon 
the breach of concord, and when affairs 
arefallen into confufion. In peace, who 
is not wife ? 

If fools undertake ever fo little, they wil- 
lingly become independent; whilft thofe 
who perform great aftions, and are men 
of wifdom and experience, remain attached. 

This being the cafe, when by thy valour 
thou fhalt have penetrated the caftle of the 
enemy, I will, without delay, condudl thee, 
together with honour, glory, and thy army, 
fafe back to the Veendhya mountains. How 
lhall this be accomplifhed, faid the peacock 
king, with lb fmall a force Pleafe your 
highnefs, replied the vulture, the whole lhall 
come to pafs. But as the oppofite of dila- 
torinefs is a quality abfolutely necelfary for a 

conqueror 
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conqueror to infure fuccefs, let inftant orders 
be given for the blockade of the enemies caftle. 

Soon after this refolution, a fpy came to 
the royal goofe Heeranya-garbha, and told 
him that the peacock king, by the advice of 
the vulture his minifter, fmall as his army 
was, had refolved to march and block up the 
caftle gates. What is to be done now ? faid 
the king. Let our army, replied the mini- 
fter, be divided into good and bad, and let 
p refen ts be made to the whole, according to 
their deferts, of money, cloth, and the like j 
for it is faid, 

Fortune never forfaketh the prince who 
ftandeth with an open hand in the fquares 
and public places. — A trifle, thus acquired, 
is efteemed far above a thoufand pieces of 
gold found by chance in the road. 

A prince Ihould be at an extraordinary ex- 
pence on eight occafions: at a facrifice, at 
a wedding, in times of diftrefs, after the 
overthrow of an enemy, in any meritori- 
ous work, in entertaining friends, upon 
women who are dear to him, and in reliev- 
ing relations who are in want. 


A fool. 
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A fool, from the dread of ever,fo trifling cx- 
pence, ruineth every thing he undertaketh. 
What wife man would, from extreme fcru- 
puloufnefs, entirely forfake a clean pot 

How, demanded the king ; is it proper to 
be extravagant on any occafion, when they 
fay , — A man Jhould keep his riches againji acci- 
dentSy &c How can one who is fortunate, 
faid the minifter, meet with accidents ? Be- 
caufe fortune fometimes leaves one, replied 
the king. Hoarded treafure, obferved the 
minifter, is often loftj then away with par- 
ftmony, and let thy brave foldiers be diftin- 
guifhed by gifts and honours. 

Thoie who have been preferred, and are well 
contented j fuch as are regardlcfs of life, 
and have been proved j with thofe of no- 
ble birth, who have been treated with 
marks of diftinflionj will, all of them, be 
victorious over the forces of the enemy. 

A trifling force, confifting of only five hun- 
dred heroes, who are good foldiers, well 
experienced in the art of war, and relolute, 
when formed into a compaft body, will 
beat a whole army of their enemies. 


The 
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The greateft qualities for a prince are, vera- 
city, courage, and generofity. If a fove- 
reign be deftitute of thefc, he will certainly 
acquire the ftate of being talked of with 
contempt. 

Minifters, likewife, fhould be diftinguilhed 

and promoted ; for. 

He fhould be employed in affairs of life and 
fortune, with whom is our proteftion, and 
with whom is confided our income and 
expence.’'” 

For, 

The prince who hath for his advifers, knaves, 
women, children, or fools, neglefteth the 
purification of imprudence, and is over- 
whelmed in the hour of neceffity. 

Obferve, your highnefs, that 

The earth is bountiful unto him who hath 
neither extreme joy nor anger in his breaff, 
who hath a treafure with but little ex- 
pence, and who hath fervants who are al- 
ways vigilant. 

A prince who is well furnifhed with trea- 
fures, and other means, fhould never neg- 
le6l or defpife his minifters. 

For, 
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For, 

When a king, blinded by his ralhnefs, is 
about to be overwhelmed in the ocean of 
his affairs, a friendly minifter ftretcheth 
out his hand from tkt' dry land to affift 
him. 

Juft now the crow Cloud-colour came in, 
and, bowing, cried, — Pleafe your highnefs, 
look yonder! The enemy is at the gate an- 
xious for battle. But iffue your commands, 
and I will fally forth and difplay my prowefs, 
by which adlion I fhall pay the debt I owe 
your highnefs! Not fo, not fo! replied 
Know-all i it is by no means proper to go 
forth to fight ; if it were, there would have 
been no occafion for our taking fhelter in 
the caftle ! 

The alligator, matchlefs as he is, when he 
quitteth the water, is without power. 
Were even the lion to forfake the forefts, 
he would doubtUfs be upon a level with 
the jackal. 

Pleafe your highnefs, faid the crow, goyour- 
felf, and fee the battle. 


A king 
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A king having advanced his forces, fhould 
fight, overlooking them j for who will not 
truly acl: the lion, when his mafter ftandeth 
over him? 

After this, they all marched to the caftle 
gate, and fought a great battle. In the mean 
time Cheetra-varna, the peacock king, ad- 
drefled his minifter to fulfil his promife im- 
mediately, who replied, — Attend, pleafe your 
highnefs; 

A fortification is declared to be weak, when 
it is unable to hold out a long time, is ex- 
tremely fmall, and very much expofed; or 
when commanded by a weak and unfor- 
tunate officer. 

But feeing that is not the cafe here. 

There are four ways to take a fort, which arc 
thefe : creating divifions, long blockading, 
furprife, and ftorming. 

At prefent, only let the battle be maintained 
to the utmoft of our power, concluded the 
vulture. 

d 2 Early 
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Early in the morning, even before the fun 
was up, when the battle had commenced at 
all the four gates of the caftle, the crow, who 
was in the infide, contrived to fet fire to every 
houfe. There was now a confufed rumour, 
that the enemy had got pofleffion j hearing 
which, and, at the fame time, feeing a vaft 
number of houfes in flames, the troops of the 
royal goofe, with all the private inhabitants, 
fled to the waters for fecurity j according to 
this faying ; 

Whatever hath been well confulted and well 
refolved, whether it be to fight well, or to 
run away well, fhould be carried into exe- 
cution in due feafon, without any further 
examination. 

The king having been thus abandoned by 
all but the Sarasa, and being by nature a flow- 
walker, was made prifoner by the cock, who 
was the peacock’s general j upon which he 
addrefled the Sarasa in thefe words : General 
Sarasa, when I lhall be no more, thou muft 
not deftroy thyfelfj but as thou haft it ftill 
in thy power to make thy efcape, then go 
upon the waters, and, with the will of the 

Omnifeient, 
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Omnlfcient, place Choora-karna my fon upon 
the throne. O my royal mafter, replied the 
Sarasa, do not talk thus, for it is more, than I 
can bear. May the king ftill triumph over his 
enemies as long as the fun and moon fhall 
laft ! I will again aflume the command of 
the caftle, and then let the foe enter be- 
fmeai ed with my blood ! 

A mafter is hard to be found, who is patient, 
generous, and a judge of meritj or a fer- 
vant, v/ho is honeft, clever, and attached. 

Attend to this, pleafe your highnefs: If 
after having quitted the field of battle there 
were no fear of death, it would be proper to 
go hence j but is not death inevitable to all 
things ? Befides, it would tarnilh my repu- 
tation to quit thee now. 

In this world, raifed up for our purification, 
and to prevent our wandering in the re- 
gions below,’” the refolution to facrifice 
one’s own life to the fafety of another is 
attained by the practice of virtue. 

Befides, thou art the fovereign and mafter, 
who is always to be guarded and protected. 

When 
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When Piakreetee is forfaken by her lord, 
great as flie is, flie doth not furvive it.”* 
When life hath taken its departure, though 
Dlianwantaree”* be the phylician, what 
can he do? 

In the fovereign the whole world openeth 
and Ihutteth its eyes. Thus the lotus of 
the waters, upon the rifing of the fun, re- 
viveth upon his revival. 

The fovereign, the minifter, territory, ftrong- 
holds, treafure, forces, and friends, are the 
members of government j alfo the nobles, 
and the order of citizens. 

But, of all thefe, the fovereign is the principal 
member. Here the cock flew upon the royal 
goofe, and began to wound him with his bill 
and claws j but the Sarasa fcreened his maf- 
tcr under his own body; and although he 
hirafelf was torn almofl to pieces by the 
cock’s beak and fpurs, he ftill covered him 
till he got him fafe into the water. Imme- 
diately after, the Sarasa pecked the cock to 
death ; but, at laft, being attacked by a large 
party of birds, he loft his own life. Cheetra- 
varna, the peacock king, now enters the 
caftle, and having plundered it of every thing 

that 
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that had been left in it, he marched out 
again, faluted by his followers with fhouts 
of viftory ! 

The young princes now faid to the Veefli- 
ndo-Sarma, — In our opinions, the Sarasa, in 
having thus preferved his mafter, at the ex- 
pence of his own life, was the moft virtuous 
bird in the army. 

Cows bring forth young, all of the fame 
fhape of their parents j but few produce a 
king of the herd whofe hdrns ftroke his 
Ihoulders.^'* 

May the exalted being, replied Vcelhnoo- 
Sarma, who, of his own accord, purchafeth 
the regions of happinefs with his own body, 
enjoy them, and be attended by Veedhya- 
dharees !’” They fay. 

Such brave men as fhed their blood in battle 
in their fovereign’s caufe ; and fuck men 
as are faithful and grateful to their i^afters, 
are thofe who go to heaven.*** 

Whenever a hero is killed, furrounded by 
the enemy, he obtaineth' for, himfelf thofe 

regions 
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regions which are without decay; provided 
he doth not fliew cowardice. 

You have now, Sirs, heard every thing which 
relates to Difputing^ concluded Veelhnoo- 
Sanna. We have, replied the young princes, 
and are exceedingly well pleafed. May that 
W'hich follows, faid Veeflinoo-Sarma, produce 
the fame effedl! 

May no polTeflbr of the earth ever have occa- 
lion to difpute with elephants, horfes, and 
foot foldiers? May his enemies, defeated 
by the cleanfing counfels of policy, take 
flielter in the caverns of the mountains ! 


CHAP. IV. 

Of making Peace. 

N OW, faid the young princes, pleafe to 
inform us of what relates to making 
peace. Attend then, replied Veefhnoo-Sarma : 
This is the introduction to it. 

At 
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At the conclufton af a great battle, in which the 
troops of both kings have fuffered, a treaty is 
prefently brought about by the two mmifers, 
the Vulture and the Chdkrd-vakd. 

How was this? demanded the young 
princes; and Veefhnoo-Sarma related as 
follows : 


Fable I. 

The royal goofe, after his efcape, alked who 
it was that fet fire to the caftk; whether one 
of the enemy, or fome of their own party ? and 
his minifter, Chakru-vaka, replied, — Pleafe 
your highnefs, that unneceflary connexion of 
your’s, the crow Cloud-colour, together with 
his attendants, is no longer to be feen; where- 
fore, I conclude that it was contrived by him. 
The king, after a few moments confideration, 
exclaimed, — It is even fo! It is my own 
evil feeking ! 

The fault fliall be for ever his, and no more 
the minifter’s, by whom I believe our af- 
fairs, fo well defigned for our own advan- 
tage, were ruined. 

They lay, replied the minificr, that 


The 
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The man who meeting with the rugged paths 
of life, doth not know that they are evils 
of his own feeking,^'^ is no philofopher. 

He ‘icho doth not pay due regard to the advice of 
fuch friends as have his welfare at heart., may 
fuffer for it\ like the fooUf:i ‘Tortoife, who fell 
from a piece of wood and was killed. 

How was this? demanded the king; and 
his minifter related the following ftory: 

Fabli: II. 

IN Magadha-desa*‘* there is a large piece 
of water which is diftinguiflied by the appel- 
lation PhodllStpala,”" where lived together 
for a long time two geefe ; and they had a 
tortoife for their friend, who dwelt with 
them. Some fifhermen coming that way, faid 
to themfelves, — To-morrow early we muft 
contrive to catch fome turtle, and other fifli. 
This having been overheard by the tortoife, he 
faid, — ^My friends, you have heard the con- 
verfation of thefe fifhermen, then what do you 
think I had beft do ? The two geefe replied, 
— ^We fhall know by and by what is fit to be 
done. Not fo! what is conceived proper, 
that fhould be done immediately. 

7hefe 
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‘Tbejc two, Fate-not-come, and Wit-againft- 
it-when-come, both of them happily JlouriJh 
wbilfi What-will-be lofeth his life. 

How was that ? demanded the two geele ; 
and the tortoife related the following llory : 

Fable III. 

Formerly, in this very piece of water, when 
the fame danger threatened them, as now 
threatens us, it was forefeen by three fifh. 
One of them, whofe name was Fate-mt~ 
comef^ faid, — I will fink deep in the water 
for fecurity ; and, faying fo, down he went. 
The fecond, who was called Wit-againf-it- 
when^comcf' faid, — In an affair which is 
about to come to pafs, one fliould not pro- 
ceed without an authority now it is faid. 

He is a wife man who can conquer an acci- 
dent when it bappeneth. A Merchant's Wife 
charged her Gallant with theft, before her 
Hujband’s face. 

The third fifh, who was called What-will- 
be afked him how that was j and the le- 
cond fifh related as follows ; 


FABtE 
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Fable IV. 

AT Veekrama-poora”^ there lived a mei- 
chant, whofe name was Samoodra-doota/^* 
and his wife, who was called Ratna-prabha,^’* 
was always amufing herfclf with one or other 
of the Icrvants j according to thefe fayings : 

They do not carry their obfervations fo far 
as to examine limbs and features; for, 
whether handfome or ugly, it is all the 
fame to them, provided he be a man. 

Again, 

Unto women no man is found difagree- 
able, 

In another place they fay, 

A facred law which hath been ever fo well 
confidered, is ftill to be reconfidered; a 
king who hath been fatisfied is ftill to be 
apprehended ; a young woman, although 
in our arms, is altogether to be fufpe6ted. 
What fatisfaftion then can there be in the 
facred law, in princes, or in women ? 

One day it fo fell out, that being feen by her 
bulband kiffing one of the young men of the 
houfe, ftie ran inftantly towards him and 
cried, — My dear, this fervant muft be ex- 
ceedingly 
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ceedingly diftrefled for food, for he has been 
eating fome camphire which I had brought 
home for thy ufcj and even now I have 
fmelt to him, and find his breath fcented 
with it ! 

It is truly faid. 

What women eat is two-fold ; their cunning 
four-fold, &c/” 

The fervant, upon hearing the woman ac- 
cufe him thus, appeared to be offended, and 
exclaimed, — What man can Hay in a place 
with fuch a miftrefs as this, who is every mi- 
nute fmelling the fervants’ mouths ? faying 
which he went away j but his matter fent for 
him back, and, with fome difficulty, pacified 
him, and induced him to ttay. I fay there- 
fore , — He is a wife man &c. To this What- 
will-be replied , — ‘That is not to be which is not 
to be &cr 

Early in the morning Wit-againjl~it-when- 
comcy being caught in a net, feigned himfelf 
dead, and remained quiet j but he was no 
fponer thrown out of the net, than he iprang 
into deep water, and thus made his efcape ; 

whilft 
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whilft What-’will-be was taken by the fifher- 
men, and fo loft his life. I repeat therefore, 
*rhcjc iwoy Fate-not-come, ^c. 

Then, concluded the tortoife, let it be con- 
trived how I am to get to another lake. 
Where, demanded the two geefe, will be the’ 
advantage of thy going to another place? 
Pray, replied the tortoife, only contrive the 
means, and I will go through the air along 
with you. How, faid the geefe, are we to 
contrive the means ? Why, obferved the tor- 
toife, you muft get a piece of wood, and take 
each of you one end of it in your beaks, from 
which I can fufpend myfclf by my mouth, 
whilft you carry me along by the force of 
your wings. This contrivance will thus do, 
replied the geefe } but. 

One •who is •wife^ in contriving the meanSy Jhould 
conjider the confequence. Some foolijh Boobies' 
young ones were devoured by a Weaje?'* before 
their faces. 

How did that happen? demanded the 
tortoife j and one of the geefe related as fol- 
lows; 


Fable 
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IN the north there is a mountain called 
Greedhra-kootta, near which, on the banks 
of the Reva,’** there ufed to be many boobies 
in a certain treej and at the foot of the fame 
tree a ferpent lived in his hole, who ufed to 
devour the young boobies. An old bird hear- 
ing the lamentations of the afflicted boobies 
for the lofs of their little ones, addreifed them 
in thefe words: You Ihould do thus: — Get 
fome ffli, and draw them along upon the 
ground from the hole of a weafel, as far as 
the ferpent’s hole, where you will leave them. 
Prefently, the weafels, attrafted by the fcent 
of food, will go to the ferpent’s hole, and thus 
he is certainly to be difcovered, and, from 
there being a natural enmity between them, 
thus to be deftroyed. The plan was accord- 
ingly executed, and the ferpent was difcovered 
and eaten by the weafels, as they were hunt- 
ing about the hollows of the tree for the fifh; 
but foon after, the cries of the young boobies 
being heard by them, they mounted the tree 
and devoured them alfb. We repeat there- 
fore, fiid the two geefe. One who is wifcy in 
^mtrmng the meanst tSc, The people feeing 
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US carrying thee along will cry out, — What 
a curious fight ! upon hearing which, if thou 
makefi: any reply, thou wilt certainly lofe 
thy life; wherefore, upon all accounts, it is 
heft: to ftay where we are. 1 will not fpeak 
a word, faid the tortoife ; what, do you take 
mq for a fool.? 

In the manner defcribed, at length, the 
geefe took up the tortoife, and flew away with 
him, hanging to the piece of wood; and pre- 
fently, being difcovered in that fituation by 
feme cow-keepers in the fields, they purfued 
them, crying out, — When he falls down, we 
will drefs him and eat him upon the fpot; 
no, faid one of them, let us carry him home! 
upon hearing which, the tortoife fell into a 
paflion, to think how they intended to dif- 
pofe of him ; and whilft he opened his mouth 
to fay, — You fliall eat duft firft I down he 
flropped, and was prefently put an end to by 
thofe herdfmen. I therefore repeat , — He who 
doth not pay a due regard to the advice &c. 
concluded the minifler. 

One fliould always guard our Ipeech; for 

from fpeaking ruin often enfueth ; as in 

the 



£ 24 * ] 

the downfall of the tortoife, who was car* 
rying along by two geefe. 

The booby, who had formerly been lent as 
a fpy, having returned, addreffed the royal 
goofe in thefe words: — ^Pleafe your highnefs, 
at the very beginning I reprefented, that it' 
was neceffary inftantly to clear the calUe ; 
but that not having been done, this is the 
fruit of your negle6t ; and I have learnt, that 
the burning of the caftle was effected by the 
crow Cloud-colour, who had been employed 
for that purpofe by the enemy’s minifter the 
vulture. The king, fighing, faid. 

He who placeth confidence in an enemy, ei- 
ther from inclination or neceflity, awaketh 
from his delufion, like one who hath fallen 
from the top of a tree in his lleep ! 

And when Cloud-colour, continued the Ipy, 
had effefted the burning of the callle, he went 
to king Chcetr5-v5rn5 j who bdng well fa- . 
tisfied with what he had done, faid,— Let 
this Cloud-colour be appointed governor of 
karpoora-dwecpa j for, it is faid» 


R 


One 
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One (hould not forget the labours of a fer- 
vant who hath performed his dutyj but 
fliould encourage him with rewards, with 
our hearts, with our fpeech, and with our 
eyes. 

Then the vulture, who is the prime-minifter, 
continued the fpy, laid, — Pleafe your high- 
nefs, let fome ftation be given to him infe- 
rior to that of the principal one : for. 

How is it poflible to punifti one who hath 
been raifed to a fuperior ftation ? The 
afliftance, O king, which is rendered to 
thofe of low degree, is like endeavouring 
to pleafe bears. 

A low perfon ftiould never be placed in the 
ftation of the great. 

One of Um degree having obtained a worthy Jia- 
tion feeketh to defray his rntfer^ like the 
Moufey whot having been raifed to the fate of 
a 7iger, went to kill the Hermit. 

How was that.? faid the peacock king} 
and the minifter related the following ftory: 

Fabls 
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Fable VI. 

IN the foreft of the prophet G6wtama,”° 
which is dedicated to afts of penitential mor- 
tifications, there was a hermit, whofe name 
was Maha-tapa. One day feeing a young 
moufe fall from .the mouth of a crow near 
his hermitage, out of companion he took 
it up, and reared it with broken particles of 
rice. He now obferved, that the cat was 
feeking to deftroy it j fo, by the lacred powers 
of a faint, he metamorphofed his moufe into 
a cati but his cat being afraid of his dog, he 
changed her into a dog j and the dog being 
terrified at the tiger, at length he was trans- 
formed into a tiger. The holy man now 
regarded the tiger as no ways fuperior to his 
moufe. But the people who came to vilit 
the hermit, ufed to tell one another, that the 
tiger which they faw there had been made fo, 
by the power of the faint, from a moufe j and 
this being overheard by the tiger, he was very 
unealy, and faid to himfelf, — as long as this 
hermit is alive, the dilgraceful ftory of my 
former ftate will be brought to my ears j fay- 
ing which he went to kill his proteftor j but 
as the holy man penetrated his defign with 
R 2 his 
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his fupernatural eye, he reduced him to his 
former ftate of a moufe. I repeat therefore. 
One of low degree Pleafc to attend to 

this alfo, faid the minifter : 

A certain Booly after having devoured fijh of 
every fize and quality y at length is killed from 
his attempting a crab out of mere gluttony. 

How was that? demanded Cheetra-varna; 
and his minifter related the following ftory : 

Fable VII. 

IN the country of Malava there is a lake 
diftinguiihed by the name of Padma-garbha, 
where lived an old booby, who, being de- 
prived of his former abilities, ftood and 
feigned to appear like one who was troubled 
in mind ; in which fituation being obferved 
by a crab at a diftance, the latter aiked him 
why he ftood there, and did not look for food. 
You know, replied the booby, that fifti is 
what 1 live upon; and I know for cert^ 
that fiihermen are coming to catch them dl; 
for, as 1 was looking about the Ikirts of the 
next village, I overheard the converfation of 
ibnK watermen upon that fulyedt; fo this 

being 
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being the cafe, I have loft my appetite with 
reflefting, that when our food is gone, death 
will foon follow. This being overheard by 
all the fifh, they obferved to one another, that 
it was proper to look out for afliftance whilft 
they had time; and, faid they, let us alk the 
booby himfelf what is beft to be done ; for, ' 

One may better form a connexion with an 
enemy who will render one afliftance, than 
with a friend who would do one an injury : 
Thefe two ftiould rather be diftinguiflied 
according to the good or injury they do 
to one. 

Accordingly, the filh accofted the booby, 
and faid. Pray, mafter booby, tell us what 
means can be devifed for our fafety upon this 
occafion ? There is we way to be iafe, re- 
plied the artful booby, and that is, going to 
another pond, whither I am willing to tranf- 
port you. The fifh, in the greatnefs of their 
fears, confented to this propofal; and their 
treacherous deliverer devoured them all one 
by one, as he took them out of the water. 
At length, the crab aiked him to take him 
alfo; and the booby, although he had nev^ 
R 3 before 
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before had any inclination to tafte one of his 
Ipecies, took him up with great marks of rc- 
lpe6l, and carried him afliorej when the crab 
feeing the ground covered with the bones of 
the fifh which the booby had deftroyed, cried 
to herfelf, — Alas, how unfortunate ! I fliall 
certainly be killed too, unlefs I can contrive 
fome means of efcaping. Let me try imme- 
diately what the occalion requires. They fay, 

In times of danger it is proper to be alarmed 
until danger be near at liand j but when 
we perceive that danger is near, one Ihould 
oppofe it as if one were not afraid. 

When one attacked beholdeth no fafety for 
himfelf, if he be a wife man, he will die 
fighting with his foe. 

It is alfo faid, that 
As out of battle death is certain^ 

The crab having come to this relblution, 
he feized the opportunity when the booby 
ftretched out his neck to devour him, to tear 
open his throat with the pincers of his claws. 
Wherefore I repeat, A certain booby &c. 

■ yJ 

Attend, faid the peacock king, to what I 
have been thinking of ThatifCloud-colour 

be 
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be left governor here, all the choice things 
which Karpoorardweepa produces may be 
fent to us to enjoy in great luxury, when we 
fhall be returned to the Veendhya mountains. 
The minifter, laughing at the king’s propo- 
fal, replied, — Pleafe your highnefs. 

He neho rejoiceth over an unaccomplijhed dejigtit 
may meet with difgrace j like the Brahman 
who brake the pots and pans. 

How did that happen ? demanded the king} 
and the minifter related the following ftory : 

Fable VIII. 

IN the city of Devee-kotta”* there was a 
Brahman whofe name was Deva-Sarma.*” 
One lucky evening he found a curious difli,*” 
which he took with him into a potter’s ware- 
houfe full of earthen-ware, and throwing 
himfelf upon a bed which happened to be 
there,’” it being night, he began to exprefs 
his thoughts upon the occafion in this man- 
ner: — If I difpofe of this difti, I fliall get ten 
Kapardakas”* for itj and with that fum I 
may purchafe many pots and pans, the fale 
which will increafe my capital fo much, 

that 
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that I (hall be able to lay in a large ftock of 
cloth and the likej which having difpofed of 
at a great advance, I Ihall have accumulated a 
fortune of a of money. With this I 
will marry four wives j and of thefe I will 
amule myfelf with her who may prove the 
handfomeft. This will create jealoufyj fo 
when the rival wives (hall be quarrelling, 
then will I, overwhelmed with anger, hurl my 
ftick at them, thus ! Saying which, he flung 
his walking ftick out of his hand with fuch 
force, that he not only brake his curious difli, 
but deftroyed many of the pots and pans in 
the ftiop i the mafter of which hearing the 
noife, came in, and difcovering the caufe, 
dilgraced the Brahman, and turned him out 
of doors.”* I have faid, therefore, concluded 
the minifter , — He who rejoiceth &c. 

At the concluflon of this ftory the king 
took the vulture aflde, and deflred him to 
point out what he ought to doj and the mi- 
nifter replied. 

The conductors of princes intoxicated with 
power, as well as of wounded or reftiff 
eleplvants> get nothing but di^iacel 

Pleafe 
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Pleafe your highnefs, continued he, the caftle 
hath been deftroyed by us in the pride of 
ftrength; or rather, was it not by a ftrata- 
gem dictated by your own glory? No, re- 
plied the king, it was thy own fcheme. If 
my advice were to be followed, faid the mi- 
nifter, we ftiould now return to our own 
country j for upon the return of the rainy 
feafon, ftiould we have to fight the enemy 
again, with an equal force, in their own 
country, we fliall find it extremely difficult 
to retreat home if we ftiould have occafion. 
Then, for the fake of peace and glory, treat 
with the enemy, and let us depart ! We have 
taken their caftle, and gained renown. This 
is the extent of my opinion. 

He is the companion of a prince, who, placing 
his duty before him, payeth no regard to 
his mafter’s likings or diftikings, and tells 
him unwelcome truths. 

When viftory in the battle is doubtful, one 
ftiould wifti to treat, even with an equal: 
One ftiould not hefitate j for thus Vreehaf- 
patee”* hath declared. 

Who, except a child, would place his friends, 
his army, his kingdom, himfelf, and his 

reputation. 
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reputation, in the doubtful balance of a 
battle? 

Befides, 

Sometimes the overthrow of both happeneth ; for 
were not Soonda and Oopdsobndd^ two giants 
of equal ftrength^ killed by one another ? 

How was that? faid the king ; and the 
vulture relateth the following ftory : 

Fable IX. 

IN former times there were two giants, 
the one called Soonda, and the other Oopa- 
soonda, who wifliing to conquer the three 
regions of the univerfe by the great exertions 
of their bodies, for a long time petitioned the 
deity with the crefeent on his head^*° to be 
propitious to their defign. The god, pleafed 
with their prayers, told them to alk a boon; 
but as the goddefs Sarafwatee*''* had the con- 
troul of thele two of dreadful forms, both 
their original wifh and defign were changed, 
and at length they faid, — If the dilpofer of 
fortune be pleafed with our prayers, give us, 
O Supreme Being, Parvatee thy own confort! 
Accordingly, the deity, although difpleafed 
at the requeft, from the abfolute neceflity of 

granting 
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granting boons, and from a kind of infatua- 
tion,”^ gave them Parvatee. 

Having obtained her, they were prefently 
inflamed by the beauty of her perlon, and 
eager for the ruin of the mother of the uni- 
verfe j”’ for they were involved in the dark- 
nefs of lin. But as they were jealous of one 
another, they refolved to call upon fome man 
of authority to determine which flie Ihould 
belong toj and inftantly the deity, her lord, 
flood before them under the difguile of a ve- 
nerable Brahman. We have obtained this 
female, faid they, as a boon, and wifli thee to 
determine which of us Ihe Ihould belong to. 
The Brahman replied, 

A Brahman is relpe^lable becaufe he is of a 
tribe the firft in rank, a Kftiatreeya’” for 
ftrength, and a Vifya”* if he be poflefled of 
\yealth and grain. 

Now, feeing you two are of the fecond, or 
military order, your duty is fighting. Thefe 
words made a due impreflion upon their 
minds j they fell upon each other, but as 
they were equal in ftrength and courage, 

they 
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they died at the fame inftant from the blows 
they received from each other. I fay, there- 
fore, one ftiould be inclined to treat even 
with one of equal force, concluded the vul- 
ture. Haft thou not told me this before? 
faid the king. What, faid the minifter, did 
your highnefs then comprehend the full ex- 
tent of what 1 faid ? According to my opini- 
on, this is not a proper time for the renewal 
of hoftilities. King Heeranya-garbha is en- 
dued with thofe qualities which render him a 
proper perfon to treat with, and not to quar- 
rel with. They fay. 

There are feven defcrlptions with which it is 
deemed proper to form an alliance : Men 
of /eracity, men of family, men of juftice 
and virtue, men of low degree, fometimesj 
fuch as are heads of a great fraternity, 
fuch as are powerful, and thofe who have 
been fuccefsful in many battles. 

He who formeth a connexion with an honeft 
man, from his love of truth, will not fufter 
thereby. And the man of family, it is 
very pertain, will not be guilty of an un- 
worthy aflion, even in the defence of life. 

To 
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To the fl:ri<5l!y juft and virtuous perfon, 
every thing is annexed. The virtuous man, 
from his juftice and the affe6tion he hath 
for mankind, is the difpeller of forrow 
and pain. 

It is expedient to form connexions even with 
one of low degree, upon the approach of 
our own deftruftion, and when, without 
his proteftion, a worthy perfon might be 
ruined. 

He who is the head of a confederacy of bro- 
thers, from their compactnefs, is as difficult 
to be rooted out as a bamboo’^ furrounded 
by impenetrable thorns. 

There is no ordinance for our contending 
with the ftrong: The clouds never pafs 
againft the wind. 

From the glory of him who hath been vic- 
torious in many battles, as from the glory 
of the fcMi of JSmadagnee,**^ all, at all 
times and every where, is enjoyed. 

Seeing he who hath been viftorious in many 
battles meeteth not death, his enemies are 
captivated by his glory. 

Then I repeat, that the royal goole, being 

endued with many of thefe qualities, is 

worthy 
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worthy to be treated with. The minifter 
now orders the booby to go to the enemy’s 
camp, and to return with what further in- 
telligence he could pick up, 

I now wifli thee, faid the peacock king, 
to inform me how many there are with whom 
it may be improper to enter into an alliance j 
and the vulture minifter replied, — I am about 
to tell your highnefs, repeating the follow- 
ing verfes: 

The young, the old, the long afflicted, and 
fuch as have been excommunicated by their 
tribe; the fearful, and thofe whofe fol- 
lowers are timid; the covetous, and thofe 
whofe followers are covetous; 

Thofe whofe principal officers are void of 
attachment, he who poffefieth too much 
power in affairs, one who in his counfels 
is of many opinions, and he who Ipeak- 
eth difrefpeftfully of the Gods or the Brah- 
mans; 

He who is naturally unfortunate, and he who 
is always confulting fate; one afflifted with 
famine and peftilence, and he who polTefs- 
eth a diforderly army ; 


One 



[ 255 ] 


One who doth not ftay in his own country, 
one who is befet with many enemies, he 
who hath an army out of time,”* and one 
who hath departed from the true reli- 
gion : Thefe make twenty delcriptions of 
perfons, 

With whom it is. not proper to enter into 
alliance, and whom one fhould do nothing 
but check j for if fuch as thefe go to war, 
they prefently fall into the power of their 
enemies. 

If he be a child, his people are not ready to 
fight, becaufe of the infignificance of his 
nature, and the inability of an infant to 
pay the reward, or punilh, for fighting or 
not fighting. 

Be he one opprefled with age, or with fome 
tedious infirmity, deprived of the power 
of exertion, he is inevitably overcome of 
himfelf. 

He who hath been expelled by ail his kindred 
is eafily to be defeated : for his relations 
too, out of refpeft for themfelves, are ready 
to deftroy him. 

Be he a coward, he himfelf will flee to avoid 
the battle j and if his troops are daftards, 
they will forfake him in the field. 


The 
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The followers of the covetous refufe to fight, 
becaufe there is nodiftribution of the fpoils; 
and where the attendants are fo, they mu- 
tiny for pay, and murder their leaders. 

If the principal officers are not attached, 
their chief is forfaken by them in the midft 
of the battle j and if he be one who hath 
too much power in affairs, he expefteth 
fuperior attention. 

He who in his counfels is of many minds, is 
hateful to his minifters; and becaufe of 
the unfteadinefs of his mind, he is neg- 
lected by them in his necefl'ary affairs. 

As religion is always moft powerful, fo he 
who defpifeth the Gods or a Brahman, of 
himfelf goeth to nought j and fo doth he 
who is fmitten by fate. 

Thofe who firft fludy fate, and fay, — ^Fate is 
the only caufe of fortune and misfortune, 
terrify themfelves. 

He who is. fur rounded by famine and pefti- 
lence, of himfelf yieldeth j and he who hath 
a diforderly army, hath no power to fight. 

One who is out of his own country is de- 
feated by a very trifling enemy : the fmall- 
eft alligator in his own element gripeth 
the largeft elephant. 


He 
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He who hath many enemies is like a pigeon 
amongft kites : whatever way he tumeth, 
he is encountered by misfortune. 

If he be one who marcheth his army out of 
feafon, he is deftroyed by fighting againft 
the weather. He will fuffer like the crow, 
who, venturing 'out at midnight, had his 
eyes picked out by an owl. 

One Ihduld, on no account, enter into any 
connexion with one who hath departed 
from the faith j for although he be bound 
by treaty, he will, becaufe of his own un- 
righteoufnefs, break his engagement. 

In addition to all this, continued the mi- 
nifter, I (hall remind your highnefs of the 
following particulars: Uniting, difputmg, halt- 
ing, marching, furrendering, feparating, are 
denominated the Jix modes For the com- 
mencement of an expedition the neceflaries 
are, men,Jiores, treafure, time, and place-, the 
pofleflion of which is proper, as a protection 
againft misfortune, as well as for the accom- 
pliftiment of a defign ; They are called the 
fecret of Jive members Pacifying, giving, 

dividing, punijhing, are diftinguiftied by the 
appellation of the four means Rejolution, 
S authority, 
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authority^ good counfeU are denoted the three 
ferwersr^ Thofe Ibvereigns who attend to 
all thefe things, are always viftorious ; for, 
they fay, 

The fuccefs which is to be acquired by thofe 
who are acquainted with the rules of po- 
licy and prudence, is not to be gained by 
the price of abandoning life; for fuch 
knowledge caufeth irrefolution to fly front 
the body. 

He is always poflefled of riches, whofe fol- 
lowers are well attached, whofe fpies are 
concealed, and whofe counfels are kept 
private; and he who doth not {peak with 
unkindnefs to his fellow-creatures, may 
govern the whole world to the extremities 
of the ocean. 

But pleafe your highnefs, continued the mi- 
nifter, although peace has been propofed by 
that great ftatefman the vulture, ftill his 
matter will not confent to it, becaufe of his 
recent fuccefs. Then let this be done: The 
king of Seenghala-dweepa,”* the Sarasa Ma- 
habala,*** is our friend; let him raife a diA 
turbance in Jambod-dweepa, the enemies’ 
country. 
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A wife man having praftifed great fecrefy, 
marching with a well-compofed army, may 
alarm an opponent; and he who is alarmed 
will make peace with him with whom he 
hath been at variance/” 

The royal goofe having confented to this 
propofal, one Veecheetra a booby was dif- 
patched to Seenghala-dweepa with a very 
private letter.”® 

In the mean time the fpy returning from 
the peacock’s camp, faid, — Pleafe your high- 
nefs, attend to what I have to inform you of. 
The vulture minifter faid to the peacock 
king, — Although Cloud-colour the crow was 
fo long in the enemy’s caftle, what if he doth, 
or doth not know whether the royal goofe, 
Heeranya-garbha, be pofTeffed of thofe quali^ 
ties which are necelTary towards our treating 
with him? After this, continued the Ipy, 
the peacock king having called Cloud-colour 
before him, alked him what fort of a charac- 
ter that fame royal goofe, Heeranya-garbha, 
was, and what fort of minifter he had. 
To this the crow replied, — Pleafe your high- 
nefs, Heeranya-garbha is as noble as king 
S 2 Ydodhce- 
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Yoodhee-fhteera/'* and a perfon of great fin- 
cerityj and as to his minifter, his likenefs is 
no where to be difcovered. If he be as thou 
haft defcribed him, obferved the king, how 
was it that he was deceived by thee ? 

The crow replied. 

What great ingenuity is there in deceiving 
him whofe confidence one hath gained? 
Is the term manhood his who mounteth 
upon the bed, and deftfoyeth thofe that are 
afleep ? 

Attend, pleafe your highnefs, — I was difco- 
vered by the minifter from the beginning; 
but the king his mafter, being himfelf one in 
whom the greateft confidence may be placed, 
was eafily impofed upon by me; according 
to the following faying: 

He ’whoy judging by what pajfetb in his own 
breajl, believeth a knave to be a perjon of ve- 
racity ^ is deceived ; as the Brahman was con- 
cerning his Goaf. 

Pray how was that? demanded the king; 
and the Ipy told the following ftory : 


Fable 
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Fable X. 

IN the foreft of the prophet Gowtama”* a 
certain Brahman, having determined to make 
an offering, went to a neighbouring village 
and purchafed a goat,”’ which having thrown 
acrofs his fhoulder, he turned towards home. 
As he was travelling along, he was perceived 
by three thieves. If, faid they, we could by 
fome artifice get the goat from that man, it 
would be a great proof of our addrefs. Say- 
ing this, they agreed upon .their ftratagem, 
and executed it in this manner: They fta- 
tioned themfelves before the Brahman, and 
fat down under the trees in the road w'hich 
led to his habitation, till he fhould come up 
to them. Soon after, he was accofted by one 
of them in this manner: — Is not that a dog? 
Brahman, what is the reafon thou carrieft it 
upon thy fhoulder ? The Brahman replied, 
-—No, it is not a dog — it is a goat, which 
I have purchafed to make an offering of. 
About a mile further on he met another of 
them, who repeating the fame queflion, he 
took the goat from his fhoulder, and put- 
ting it upon the ground, examined it again 
and again j and at length, replacing it upon 
S 3 his 
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his fhoulder, he went on, quite ftaggered 
as it were. 

^he minds even of good men are Jiaggered by the 
arguments of the wicked j but thofe who place 
confidence in them may fuffer by it j like the 
Camel Cheetrd-vdrnd. 

The king afked how that was ; and the fpy 
tells him the following ftory : 

Fable XL 

IN a certain foreft there was a lion whofe 
name was Myotkatta,**" and he had three 
attendants j a crow, a tiger, and a jackal. 
One day, as thefe three were roaming about, 
they met with a camel. They alked him 
whence he came, and whither he was travel- 
ling J and after he had given an account of 
himfelf, they introduced him to the lion; 
who, having given him alTurances of protec- 
tion, and determined that he fliould be called 
Cheetra-varna, retained him in his fervice. 
Sometime after, when the lion was out of 
order, his attendants were exceedingly at a 
lofe for provifions, becaufe for fometime it 
had rained violently. So the prow, the tiger, 

and 
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and the jackal, agreed amongft themfelves to 
contrive fome way for the lion to kill the 
camel; for, faid they, what is that thorn- 
eater^** to us? Our mafter, obferved the 
tiger, having given him alTurances of fafety, 
and taken him under his protection j then 
how can this be brought about? To which 
the crow replies, — At fuch a time as this, 
when our mafter’s health is upon the de- 
cline for want of food, he will not fcruple to 
commit a fm ; for they fay, 

A mother, when opprefled with hunger, will 
abandon her own offspring; a female fer- 
pent, when diftreffed for food, will devour 
her own eggs. What crimes will they not 
commit who are pinched with hunger! 
Men pining for food become deftitute of 
pity and companion. 

Thofe who are intoxicated either with liquor 
or pleafure, the lazy, the paflionate, the 
hungry, the covetous, the fearful, the 
hafty, and libertines, have no knowledge 
of juftice. 


This being proved to the fatisfaftion of all 
parties, away they went to the lion ; who, 

the 
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the moment he faw them, demanded if they 
had brought him any thing to eat. The 
crow replied, Sir, with all our endeavours, 
we have not been able to procure the fmalleft 
trifle. Then what means are there now left 
for my fupport? cried the lion. Sir, replied 
the crow, from your refufing the food which 
you have in your power, we are all like to 
perilh. What is there here for me to eat? 
eagerly demanded the lion. The camel! re- 
plied the crow, whifpering it in the lion’s 
ear. The noble beafl; at this propofal, touch- 
ing the ground, and then his two ears, in 
abhorrence, exclaimed, — Having, at our fii ft 
interview, given him aflurances of my pro- 
teftion, how can he now be treated thnsr 
They fay, 

Nor the gift of cattle, nor the gift of land, 
nor the gift of bread, nor the gift of milk, 
is to be compared with that which men 
call the greateft of all gifts ; The gift of 
aflurance from injury! 

Again ; 

He who hath defended one who had claimed 
his proteftion, receiveth the full reward 
which is the fruit of an Afwa-medha facrir 

flee. 
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fice,**’ rendered more worthy by the addi- 
tion of every thing which is eftimable ! 

The crow replied, — Under theft circum- 
ftances it is not proper that your highnefs 
fhould put him to death j but fuppoft we fo 
contrive, that he fhall conftnt to offer his 
own body ? The lion hearing this, remained 
filent; but the crow, finding an opportunity, 
made a pretence to carry all his friends and 
the camel before him j when he addrefled him 
in this manner: — Pleaft your highnefs, as 
we can find nothing for you to eat, rather 
than my mafter fliall faft, let him fatisfy his 
hunger with all the flefh upon my poor 
bodyj for. 

When nature is forfaken by her lord, be fhe 
ever fo great, Ihe doth not furvive. Al- 
though Dhanwantaree be the phyfician, 
when life is departed, what can he do?’^ 
All honours and endowments have their 
foundations in the fovereign; but although 
trees have their roots, their being fruitful 
dependeth upon man’s exertion. 

The lion nobly replied, — It is better to 
abandon life entirely, than to proceed in fuch 

an 
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an act as this ! The jackal next offered him- 
felfj but the lion gc‘neroufly refufingj the 
tiger faid, Live, O mafter, by my body ! This 
never can be proper ! faid the noble beaftj 
and, laft of all, the camel, in whom was 
created the fulleft confidence, offered himfelf 
as the reft had donej and inftantly the tiger 
tore open his fides ; and being thus cruelly 
murdered, he was devoured by them all. I 

fay therefore, — T^he minds even of good men & c. 

At length, faid the fpy, concluding the 
ftory of the three thieves, the Brahman hav- 
ing heard the third thief, like the former two, 
infift upon it, that he had a dog upon his 
flioulder, was convinced that it was a dog j 
and fo, leaving his goat behind him, which 
the thieves prefently took away and made a 
feaft of, the good man wafhed himfelf*** and 
v/ent home. Whence, I fay , — He •who ^ judg- 
ing by what pafeth in bis own breafi^ &c. 

Cloud-colour, faid the peacock king to the 
crow, thou wert a long time amongft the 
enemy, — pray how are their orders executed ? 
Pleafe your highnefs, replied the crow, what 
is there not done by fervants who have their 

m after’s 
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mafter’s affairs at heart, or from a power de- 
rived from one’s own neceflities ? 

Do not men, O king, bear burning wood 
upon their heads; and the force of rivers, 
iimply by wafhing their roots, fweep trees 
away? 

When a wife man Jindeth an occafon^ he may hear 
away his enemy upon his Jhoulder^ as it were', 
juji like the old Serpent who killed the Frogs. 

How did that happen ? faid the peacock 
king; and the crow related the following 
ftory: 


Fable XII. 

THERE was an old ferpent, by name 
Manda-veesarpa,^‘“ who, becaufe of his great 
age, being unable to feek food for himfelf, 
threw himfelf down the bank of a pond, where 
he remained, till a certain frog feeing him at a 
diftance, afked him what was the reafon he 
did not hunt about for food ? Leave me ! 
cried the ferpent, what occafion haft thou to 
enquire into the ftory of fuch an unfortunate 
wretch as I ? The frog, who was not a little 

pleafed 
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pleafed to find his enemy in diftrefs, defircd 
him, by all means, to make him acquainted 
with the caufe of his trouble. You muft 
know then, faid the ferpent, that here in the 
town of Brahma-poora, the fon of one Kown- 
deenya a Brahman, in the twentieth year of 
his age, and endued with every virtue and 
accomplifliment, by the will of fate, was 
fometime fince bitten by cruel me! His fa- 
ther beholding his beloved fon Sooscela, for 
that was his name, lying dead, fell mad for 
grief, and rolled himfelf upon the ground. 
In the mean time, the people of the city, his 
kindred, friends, and connexions, all came 
and fat down upon the fpot where he lay. — 
They fay. 

He is a friend who attendcth one at a fealf, 
in affliftion, in famine, in difputing with 
an enemy, at the king’s gate,’” and in the 

, 3«S 

cemetery. 

Amongft the reft, there was a certain pil- 
grim,. whofe name was Kapeeld,^^^ by whom 
the father of the youth was thus addrelTed : 
Art thou deprived of reafon, Kownde^nya, 
that thou thus lamenteft the dead ? Hear nie ! 

Where 
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Where are thofe fbvereigns of the world, with 
all their numerous armies and fplendid 
equipage, of whofe departure the earth, 
even now, beareth teftimony ? 

In the body is concealed its decay, profperity 
is fucceeded by adverfity, and our meetings 
are foon followed by feparations. Thus 
every thing in nature is produced with that 
which will deftroy it ! 

Is not this body feen to wafte, perceptibly, 
away? Is not its gradual confumption 
plainly to be difcovered, as of water Hand- 
ing in a crude vcfl'el ? 

Youth and beauty, riches and ftores of 
worldly goods, with the fociety of thofe 
we love, and even life itfelf, are all of fhort 
duration! Then let not tlie wife man 
therein be fafcinated. 

As two planks floating on the furface of the 
mighty receptacle of the waters, meet, and 
having met, are feparated for everj fo do 
beings in this life come together, and pre- 
fently are parted. 

Upon the redu6tion of a body compofed of 
five elements to thofe five principles, and 
each of thofe elements to its own womb, 
what caufe is there for lamentation 

As 
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As many tender connexions as the animal 
man formeth for himfelf, lb many thorns 
of forrow are there ingrafted in his heart. 

This is not a place for any one long to co- 
habit with another ; Tiay, not even with 
his own body: Then how' can he expe6l it 
with another? 

The dilTolution of a body foretclleth a new 
birth: thus the coming of death, which is 
not to be pafled over, is as the entrance 
into life.”' 

The dilTolution of the delightful connexions 
we form with thofe we love, is as dreadful 
as the total change to thofe who are be- 
come incurably blind. 

But as brooks run on to join their rivers, 
and do not turn back ; fo the days and 
nights feize mortals’ lives, and proceed 
eternally. 

The fociety of the good, which contributeth 
lb much to the relilh of happinefs in this 
world, is joined in the yoke of troubles, 
becaufe its end is feparation. 

Hence it is that the wife avoid the acquaint- 
ance of good men ; for there is no remedy 
for the mind affliiled with the forrow of 
feparation. 


Many 
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Many noble and pious works were performed 
by Sagara and other ancient kings ; but, 
alas ! both they and their works are gone 
to decay. 

When he hath confidered, and recon fidered, 
that fevere punifliment death, all the en- 
deavours of the wit of man become as lax 
as fkins of leather fprinkled by the rain ! 
Every hero of the human race, from the firft 
night of his refidence in the womb, day by 
day approacheth death. 

Then pay no attention to this world, conti- 
nued the good pilgrim; for forrow is a proof 
of ignorance. Obferve, 

If leparation be the caule, and ignorance be 
not the caufe, how is it, that after days 
have pafled away, forrow is changed into 
childilhnefs ? 

Wherefore, compofe thy troubled mind, and 
and difpel all thought of grief j for they fay. 

Not to think is the grand remedy, when our 
children are untimely bom,*’* and againft 
thole weapons of deep forroWj which pe- 
netrate the heart. 


The 
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The affli£led Kowndeenya, roufed by thefe 
words, got up as it were from a trance, and 
cried, — Since it be fo, enough of dwelling in 
the hell of houfes ! I will prefently retire into 
the wildernefs !”* Hold, my fon, replied the 
benevolent Kapeela. 

Thofe who yield to their paflions will expe- 
rience evils, even in the wildernefs. To 
reftrain the five organs of perception, 
even in a houfe, is doing penance. The 
.iiufc ^nfT’ons are well 
regulated, and who proceedeth but in fnch 
actions as are irreproachable, is as the wil- 
dernefs of penitence. 

For they fay, 

The afflicted even fliould practife the duties 
of religion, whatever mode of life they 
may choofe, and wherever their abode may 
be; and our condu6t fhould be equal unto 
all beings; for diftinftions are not autho- 
lifed by religion. 

Again: 

Thofe who eat but to fupport life, who co- 
habit but for the fake of progeny, and who 
ipeak but to declare the truth, furmount 
difficulties. 


Again : 
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Again : 

Suppofe thyfelf a river and a holy pilgrimage 
in the land of Bharata,”’ ,of which truth 
is the water, good aftions the banks, and 
compaflion the current; and then, O fon 
of Pandoo,”* wafh thyfelf therein, for the 
inward foul is not to be purified by com- 
mon water. 

And thou fhouldft pay particular attention 
to this faying: 

There is eafe for him who quitteth this 
world, which is totally deftitute of good, 
and overwhelmed with birth, death, old 
age, ficknefs, and forrow. Pain is a thing 
of certain exiftence, but not eafe ; whence 
it is obferved, that the term eafe is applied 
as a fort of remedy for one in pain.”' 

To all this, continued the ferpent, the 
afflifted father only replied, — Ev«n fo it is ! 
but prefently after the poor Brahm^ in the 
height of his forrow denounced this curfe 
againfi: me, the author of his trouble,— that 
henceforward, I Ihould be doomed to carry 
frogs about upon my back as a beaft of 
T burden ! 
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burden! After that, another Brahman who 
happened to be by, obferving that Kown- 
dcenya was greatly revived by the whole- 
fome dodtrines of the pilgrim, addrefled him 
in thefe words : 

Society fliould be avoided with all the efforts 
of the mind j but if it be not in one’s power 
to avoid it, acquaintance fhould be formed 
with the good alone, for the company of 
good men is the remedy. 

Again : 

The tender paflion fliould be avoided with all 
the refiftance of tlie mind j but if it be not 
pofliblc to conquer it, it fliould be in- 
dulged towards a wife alone, for fhe is the 
proper remedy. 

KowndSenya having heard this, and being 
by the falutary counfel KSpgelS quite cured 
of his afflidlion, took the ftaff according to 
the ufual forms;”* and poor I, concluded 
the ferpent, lie here under the power of a 
Brahman’s curfe ready to carry any frog that 
fhall choofe to mount upon my back I 

The frog who had been attentive to this 
long ftory, upon hearing the laft words of 

the 
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the ferpent, went away to inform the chief 
of the pool of it, who foon after making his 
appearance, the ferpent placed him upon his 
back and carried him about, keeping a gentle 
eafy pace. The king of the frogs was lb 
pleafed with his ride, that he came again the 
next day ; but upbn finding the ferpent un- 
able to carry him, and afking him what was 
the caufe of his weaknefs, the artful animal 
replied, that he was totally deprived of his 
ftrength for want of food. Upon this the 
frog ordered him to be fed, every day, with 
as many of his fubjefts as he might choofe j 
and the ferpent having, by degrees, eaten all 
the frogs which were to be found in the 
pond, at length devoured his benefaftor. 
I repeat, therefore, faid the crow , — When a 
'wife man &c. 

Let us have done with the repetition of 
old ftories, obferved the minifter. In my 
opinion, faid he, Heeranya-garbha is worthy 
of our alliance, and therefore I advife, that a 
treaty be formed with him. Sir, faid the 
king, is this your opinion ? He has been de- 
feated by us, and therefore he is at liberty to 
remain where he is, provided he confent to 
T 2 be 
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be our vaflal ; otherwife I command him to 
be attacked ! Juft as the king faid this, the 
parrot came in from Jamboo-dweepa, and 
informed his mafter the peacock, that the 
Sarasa, who was king of Seenghala-dweepa,^’* 
had lately invaded his country, and was ftill 
there. What is it thou fayeft ? cried the 
king in great confufion. Art thou too re- 
peating fome old ftory ? faid he. Well done, 
minifter Chakravaka ! exclaimed the vulture, 
well done ! Whilft the peacock in great an- 
ger cried, — Let him ftay there till I come, 
and I will extirpate him with his whole ge- 
neration! To which the minifter Far-Jecy 
fmiling, replied, 

There is no neceflity for imitating an au- 
tumnal cloud ! The thunder of the hea- 
vens our chief difplayeth, whether on fome 
account, or on no account, is of equal 
inefficacy. 

They fay, 

A king Ihould not difpute with too many 
enemies at a time j for even the proud 
ferpent is inevitably deftroyed by large 
fwarms of walps. 


Are 
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Are we then, Sir, continued the minifter, to 
march back without concluding a peace ? If 
we do, faid he, I think we may have occafion 
to repent. 

He who falleth info the power of anger before 
he hath made himfelf acquainted with another's 
merits., may have caufe to be forry for it ; like 
the foolifh Brahman after he had killed his 
WeafeL 

How was that? demanded the king} and 
his minifter Far- fee related the following 
ftory: 

Fable XIII. 

AT Oojjayeenee there lived a Brahman 
whofe name was Mahdhava. His wife having 
been lately brought to bed, left her huiband 
in charge of the infant, whilft ftie went to 
perform her ablutions.^"^ As foon as file 
was gone, the Brahman, recollefting that the 
king’s offerings to the manes of his ancef- 
tors’“ were about to be made, and feeing 
other Brahmans going to attend them, was 
prompted by his natural avarice to refleft in 
this manner; If I don’t go directly, laid he, 
T 3 fome 
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feme one elfe, having heard of it, will go and 
take away my fhare of the good things.— 
They fay. 

Time drinketh up the eflence of every work 
which fhould be done, and is not done 
quickly, whether it be an aft of receiving, 
or an aft of giving away. 

But, continued he, I have no one to take 
care of the door, then what am I to do, un- 
lefs, indeed, I place this my long-beloved 
weafel there, who is as dear to me as the child 
itfelf, and then venture to go? In fhort, 
he did fo, and went his way to the king’s 
feaft. It happened that foon after the Brah- 
min left the houfe, as the weafel was palling 
near the child, he faw a black ferpent gliding 
towards it, whkjh be killed, and partly de- 
voured; and when he faw his matter return- 
ing, the atteftionate Kttk animal ran to meet 
him, with his mouth and l^s all covered 
with blood; and he rolled himlelf upon the 
ground at the Brahman’s feet in a very ex- 
traordinary manner; but the good man fee- 
ing ham in fuch a condition, and haftily 
CQjftcli^ng that he had inardered Ins ehild^ 

without 
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without further enquiry, put the poor weafel 
to death. In ftiort, when the Brahman went 
towards his child, and found it alive and 
well, and, at the fame time, difcovered the 
mangled remains of the black ferpent upon 
the floor near it, the proofs of his weafel’s 
merit and fidelity were fo evident, that he 
fuffered the moft bitter pangs of forrow and 
remorfe. I repeat therefore, continued the 
minifter , — He •who falletb into the ponoer of 
anger j &c. They fay, 

A man fliould avoid thefe fix evils: Lufl;, 
anger, avarice, pleafure, pride, and rafli- 
nefs i for, free of thefe, he may be happy. 

The peacock king replied, — So, minifter, 
this is thy determination, is it.? They lay. 

The bell qualities for a minifter are, juftice, 
thorough inveftigation, wife determina- 
tion, firmnefs, and fecrefy. 

Sir, faid the minifter in re^y, 

Halhne^ in any undertakkig Ihould not be 
permitted i forth^want of due kivefti- 

gation 
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gation is the foundation of the greateft 
misfortunes. That fuccefs which merit 
is deferving of, attendeth of itfelf upon 
him who a6teth with due deliberation. 

Then, if what I fay is worthy of attention, 
peace Ihould be concluded j for. 

Although four means are mentioned^’* for 
the accomplifhment of the work, the re- 
fult of the whole number is uniting in 
peace. 

But, faid the king, how may that be pre- 
fently effedled? Pleafe your highnefs, re- 
plied the minifter, it fhall be brought about 
Ipeedily. They fay, 

A bad fubjefl is like an earthen vefl’el, eafily 
to be broken, and hard to be united; and 
a good one like a veffel of gold, not eafily 
to be broken, and not difficult to be re- 
united.^” 

Elpecially, continued the minifter, as both 
the king and his minifter are exceedingly 
well informed of things in general; for this I 
knew from the beginning, as well from the 

reports 
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reports of the crow Cloud-colour, as from 
a fingle review of their conduft. 

The virtue and conduft of an ablent perfon 
are, on all occafions, to be eftimated by 
his works i wherefore one fhould weigh 
the actions of thofe who are out of fight 
by the effeft. 

Let us have done with thefe anfwers and 
replies, cried the king, and let that wdiich is 
moft preferable be purfued. At length the 
minifter, agreeable to his own counfel, went 
forth and waited near the caftle, whilft a 
meflenger ran to the royal goofe Heeranya- 
garbha, and informed him, that the minifter 
of the peacock king was coming to treat for 
peaces but the former, ftill fulpefting fome- 
thing, faid to his own minifter. Know-all,—- 
This again muft be fome fpy or other coming 
to impofe upon us! Pleafe your highnefs, 
replied Know-all, laughing as he fpoke, there 
is great room for fufpicion, for this fame 
noble perfon who is coming, is one who can 
fee a great way^*'^ elfe fufpicion, which is 
the proof of a weak mind, Ihould never be 
indulged, 

A waiy 
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A wary goofe having been once deceived by 
an enemy, whilft fitting in a very thick 
fhade, in a lake, looking after the lotus 
plant, no more regardeth the cooling 
flower which is diftreffed by the appear- 
ance of day, and afraid of the liars/'* 
Thus it is with the people of this world; 
having been once deceived, they fufpedl 
deceit in truth itfelf I 

Then, continued the minifter, let a prefent, 
confining of jewels, rich drefles, and the like, 
the bell we can afford, be provided for him 
as a compliment. This being done accord- 
ingly, the minifter, Know-all, went out and 
received the vulture, Far-fee, in front of the 
caftle, with every mark of refpedt ; and pre- 
fently conduced him into the prefence of the 
royal goofe, where he was permitted to be 
feated in a chair of ftate. Great minifter, 
laid Know-all, addrelling himfelf to the vul- 
ture, now difpofe of thefe your dominions 
according to your wifhl Even fo! added the 
royal goofe. So be it! replied the vulture; 
but, faid he, at prefent much negociation is 
unnecefiary; for they fay. 
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One ftiould receive the covetous with gifts, 
the proud with joined hands, and the iike 
tokens of fubmiffion, the ignorant with 
paffages of poetry, and the wife and learned 
with whatever is fuitable to their chara6ler. 
Again : 

A friend fhould be received with fmcerity, 
relations with refpeft, women with gifts 
and compliments, and others with what- 
ever is proper. 

Then let peace be prefcntly concluded, that 
the moft illuftrious king Cheetra-varna may 
depart, added the vulture. Inform us, faid 
the minifter Know-all, how peace is to be 
made. How many fpecies of connexions 
and alliances are there? demanded the king. 
I am about to tell you, faid the vplture, fo, 
pleafe to attend ; 

When a king hath been overcome by one 
ftronger than himfelf, no further oppoli- 
tion ihould be made and the unfortunate 
party fliould fue for peace with all pofliblc 
expedition. 

Thofe who are acquainted with the nature 
of forming connexions, and alliances, de- 
clare. 
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dare, that there are fixtecn fpecies, thus 
denominated : 



Odpahara, 

Santana 


Sang-gata, 

Oopanyasa, 

Prateekara, 

Sang-yoga, 

Pooroofhantara, 


Adreeflitta-nara, 

Adccflitta, 

Atma-deeflitta, 

Oopagraha, 

Pareekraya, 

Ooch-cheenna, 

Parabhoofhana, 

Skanddpaneya. 


The Kapala union is underftood to be that 
where the parties Amply form a connexion 
upon an equal footing. The Oopahara is 
when there is a gift from one of the parties. 
The Santana union is conceived to be that 
in forming which one of the parties de- 
livereth up his family as a preliminary. 
The Sang-gata alliance is declared to be 
that which is formed with worthy men 
upon the foundation of ‘friendlhip, 

Which is not to be broken by any accidents, 
whofe purpofes are the fame in profperity 
and adverfity, and the ineafure of whofe 
duration is the length of life. 

This Sang-gata union, becaufe of its fupe- 
rior excellence, may be compared to gold ; 

and 
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and by others, who are acquainted with 
the doftrine of forming connexions, it is 
called the golden union. 

The dopanyasa alliance is declared, by thole 
who are acquainted with that mode of uni- 
ting, to be that which is concluded upon 
terms pointed out' by one of the parties. 

The alliance which is formed upon this prin- 
ciple, 1 have formerly rendered him afifance^ 
he f:all now do fo to me^ is denominated the 
Prateckarii mode. 

This alfo is called Prateekara; I will render 
him afijlance, and he Jhall do the fame to me. 
Such was the alliance formed between 
Rama and Sddgreeva.’ * 

It having been made to appear, that an ex- 
pedition hath but one objedt, and upon 
thefe grounds a treaty is entered upon with 
united authority, it is called Sang-y5ga. 

The Poordofliantara is an alliance formed 
upon this principle, — Let my purpofe be 
effeSied by the prifne of both our armies', and 
in fettling which there is a price fixed. 

The adreelhtta-nara is, when a treaty is 
formed on fuch a propofal as this : — My 
purpofe ts to be effeSied by thee alone', in which 
alfo there is a price fixed. 


When 
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When a treaty is formed upon one party’s, 
quitting his enemy for a fine of a portion 
of his lands, it is denominated adeeflitta. 

The conjun6lion formed with one’s own 
army^*^ is called atma-deelhtta; and that 
for the prefervation of life, is denominated 
oopagraha. 

When a moiety, or even the whole, of the 
treafure is furrendered to fave the reft of 
the property, the treaty is ftiled Pareek- 
raya ; and when the confideration be the 
moft valuable part of the lands, the term 
is 66ch-cheenna. 

When the purchafe of peace is made with 
a gift of the whole of the fruits of the 
earth, it is called Parabhooftianii ; and, 
laftly, w'hen by a gift of the fruits which 
have been gathered, willingly born upon 
the fhoulder, Skandhopaneya. 

There are alfo thefe four diftinclions of al- 
liance : That of reciprocal ajjifance, that of 
fricndjhip, that of relationfhip^ and that nahich 
is purchafed with a gift. 

It is the opinion of Qobiobf* that alliance 
and affiftance mean the fame. There are 
many modes of alliance by gifts ; but thefe 
are all rejedted by ftiendftiip. 


The 
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The conqueror, from his being the ftrongeft, 
is not wont to retreat without having 
gained fbmethingj whence no other mode 
than the odpahara is known to him. 

The minifter Know-all replied, — Hear this ! 

To fay, 'This is one of us, or this is 

is the mode of eftimating praftifed by tri- 
fling minds. To thofe of more generous 
principles, the whole world is but as one 
family ! 

Again : 

He who regardeth another’s wife as his mo- 
ther, another’s goods as clods of earth, and 
all mankind as himfelf, is a philofopher. 

You are a philofopher, faid the royal goofe 
to the vulture, and therefore I defiie you will 
point out what is to be done in this affair. 
Your highnefs is pleafed to compliment, re- 
plied the minifl:er Far-fee. The poet fays. 

What name lhalJ we give to him who inha- 
biteth a body deftitute of juffice, w’hen 
that body, to-day or to-morrow, is fubjeft 
to death by the fever of ficknefs or forrow? 

When 
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When we confider this world in the light of 
a thirfty deer’** in a moment to be de- 
ftroyed, it is proper to form connexions 
with good people, for the fake of virtue, 
and for the fake of happinefs. 

Then, continued the vulture, the bufmels 
Ihould be fettled according to this faying, 
which correfponds with my own opinion. 

Truth being weighed againft a thoufand 
Afwa-medha facrifices,’*° was found to be 
of more confequence than the whole thou- 
fand offerings. 

Wherefore, let the name of Truth be the 
divine precedent for both, and each of usj 
and let the alliance between us be that which 
is diflinguiflied by the title of the Golden 
Union!”* 

The minifter Know-all having fignified 
his approbation of the propofed terms, Far- 
fee was complimented with a prefent of rich 
cloth and jewels j and being exceedingly re- 
joiced at the event of his negociations, he 
took his leave of the royal goofe, and re- 
turned 
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turned with the minifter Know-all, into the 
prefence of his own fovereign. The peacock 
king ratified the peace, and, at theinftance of 
the vulture, entered into a converfation with 
Know-all, in which he paid him many com- 
pliments i at the conclufion of which the 
latter had leave to depart, and he prefently 
repaired to the camp of the royal goofe. 

The minifter Far-fee now tells his mafter, 
that as their defigns were happily accom- 
pliftied, it was advifable to direft their march 
towards home, the mountains of Veendhya. 
His advice was followed, and the whole army 
arrived at their refpeilive habitations to en- 
joy in peace thofe fruits their hearts moft 
longed for. 

Now declare, faid Veeftinoo-Sarma to his 
royal pupils, what more I am to tell you! 
Through the great condefcenfion of our re- 
verend mafter, replied the young princes, be- 
ing made acquainted with every thing which 
relates to the royal department of negocia- 
tion, we are fatisfied. May this conclufion 
render you equally fo ! faid Veeftinoo-Sarma, 
repeating thefe lines; 

U 


May 



[ 290 ] 


May peace for ever yield happinefs to all the 
vi6torious pofi'eflbrs of the earth! May 
juft men be for ever free from adverfity, 
and the fame of thofe who do good long 
fiourifli ! May prudence, like a glorious 
fun, fhine continually on your breaftsl 
May the earth, wdth all her vaft produc- 
tions, long remain for your enjoyment! 
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Page. No. 

1 3 T\Hoorjatee, One of the titles of Seeva^ the 

■LJ Deity in his deftroying quality. The word 
fignihes, he who weareth his hair bound about his 
head in the form of a tiara, as it is now worn by 
thofe penitents who are known in India by the 
name of Togees or Sanydfees. 

— 4 Janavee. A name of the river Gangd, or the 

Ganges, as it is erroneoufly called. (Hde Notes 
to the Geeta, No. 86.) This river is fuppofed 
to flow from the hair of Seeva. (v. Notes above 
No. 3.) The truth feems to be, that Seeva is 
the name of the mountain in which is the (burce 
of that river; for amongft other epithets ufually 
given to that Deity, is found that of Geeriefa, 
Lord of mountains-, and his confortis conunoidy 
called Doorga, a place ^ difficult eccejif and Par* 
vatee, a patronymic formed from parvata, n 
mountain. 

— 5 Heetopades, (or Heeiopadtfgy with the addition of 

the final Ihort vowel a, which is often onaitted 
in repeating Sanfkreet names of perfons and 
places) is a compound of HeetOy health, welfare, 
ttpgy a prepofition implying prmtidtyf and disa 
U 3 fignifying 
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fignifying a Jhewtng ot pointing. The common 
acceptation of the word is nfeful, or heneficialj 
inJiruSiion, 

— 6 Sanjkreet. The learned language of the Brahmans 

is fo called. It is a compound of fan^ (the ni of 
Jam being, by rule, changed to w, before a dental 
j ; as the m of the Latin com before the fame 
letter in the word conjlru^ion) a prepofition fig- 
miying completion^ zn& Jkreeta^ ({ox kreeta) done^ 
made^fintjhed, 

2 7 From riches religion. According to our mode of 

thinking this feems odd; but where religion 
confifts in facrifices, and other expenfive cere- 
monies, a poor man hath but a fad chance of 
providing for his future happinefs. 

3 8 And it is chiejly drawn and written from the Tantra^ 

and other Sajlras, The tranflator has reafon to 
fuppofe, that thefe words extend only to the 
maxims, which are, in the original, in verfe,and 
are known to be quotations from other authors; 
particularly from the Mahdhhdrat^ the Smreetee^ 
fajira of Manoo^ the Geetd^ and, as the author 
himfelf fays, the Tantrafajira, 

— • g Shageerathee, The river Ganges. (See Notes to 
the Geet^ No. 86.) 

— 10 Patanee^pQotra, An ancient name for the city 

which is now called Patna, 

— II Sodarfana, WelUdifcerning, All the proper names 

throughout this work are, like this, fignificant. 
They have an awkward appearance when tran- 
flated, which is the reafon fo few have been ren- 
dered into Englifli. The names of perfons in 
India are, to this day, all fignificant, and, for 
the molt part^ derived from the Sanjkreet. 


Who 
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4 12 JVho being dead is not horn again. The reader, ia 

this and fimilar paflages, will not fail to recol- 
ledt, that it is a Hindoo who fpeaks, fully per- 
fuaded of the metempfychofis. 

5 13 Let the cane of the bow ( 5 fc. In the original the 

word which is tranflated cane (vangs) fignifies, 
not only a Bamboo^ of which they make their 
bows, but alfo a race or family. The Hindoo 
authors are but too apt to play upon words, anU 
are always 'happy to apply a term that has two 
meanings diametrically oppofite, which is, very 
often, exceedingly perplexing to a tranflator. 

6 14 Neelakant. One of the titles of Seeva. (v. Note 

No. 3. See alfo Notes to the Geeta, No. 78, 
and the epifode which follows.) 

— 15 Haree Jleeping upon a great fcrpent. Haree is one 

of the titles of Veejhmo^ the Deity in his preferr- 
ing quality. Nearly oppofite Sultan-gunge, a 
confiderable town in the Province of Bahar ia 
the Eaft-Indies, there ftands a rock of granite, 
forming a fmall ifland in the midft of the Gan- 
ges, known to Europeans by the name of the 
rock of Jehangueeryj which is highly worthy of 
the traveller’s notice for a vaft number of images 
carved in relief upon every part of its furface, 
Amongft the reft there is Haree^ of a gigantic 
fize, recumbent upon a coiled ferpent, whofc 
heads, which are numerous, the artift has con- 
trived to fpread into a kind of canopy over the 
flecping god; and from each of its mouths 
iflUes a forked tongue, feeming to threaten in- 
ftant death to any whom raflinefs might prompt 
to difturb him. The whole figure lies almoft 
clear of the block on which it is hewn. It is 
finely imagined, and executed with great Ikill. 

The 
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The Hindoos are taught to believe, that at the 
end of every k^pa^ (creation or formation) all 
things are abforbed in the Deity, and that in 
the interval of another creation he repofeth 
himfelfupon the ferpent sejha^ (duration) who 
is alfo called ananta {tniltk). The allegory 
is too plain to require any further explanation. 

~ lb It behoveth a man vigilantly to exert the powers he is 
pojfcjfed of. To enable the reader to compre- 
hend this verfe, and many fimilar paflages, it is 
neceflary to inform him, that many of the Hin- 
doos believe this to be a place of rewards and 
punifhments, as well as of probation. Thus 
good and bad luck are the fruit of good and 
evil deeds committed in a former life. To 
prevent the latter in a future life. It behoveth a 
man 

7 17 Even fo may a man regulate his own aSiions. This 

verfe is oonnecaed with that which precedes it, 
and feems to imply, that we have it in our 
power to fecure profperity in a future birth. 

^ 18 The Crow and Tal fruiu The tranflator never 
faw the ftory alluded to. Probably it is fome 
fable, where a foolifli crow expeiled the fruit 
here mentioned, and which is that of the fan 
palmira, fliould come to him, rather than that 
he who faw it at a diftance, ihould exert himfelf 
to polTefe it. 

. 19 Like a booby aniong/t geefe. The bird here called 
a booby^ (in the original vaka) is of the ftork 
fpecies, and the emblem of ftupidity, as thegoofe 
is of eloquence and elegance, amongft the Hin- 
doo poets. Sarafwateey their goddefs of Har- 
f{]tonyi has her goofe, as Minerva her owl* 

Neater, 
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8 %o Neetce-^SaJiras, Syftems of morality and policy, 

— 21 A great Pandect^ hy name VeeJhnoo^Sarma, Pan* 

deet is an honorary title given to learned Bra}?* 
mam* A dodtor of the Hindoo laws. A 
Hindoo philofopber. It is not eafy to deter- 
mine whether Vecjlmoo-Sanna was really the 
author, or only the compiler of thefe fables ; but 
it is worthy of obfervation, that the Brahmans 
thcmfelves l^now nothing of Pilpay^ to whom, 
we are told, the Pcrfians attribute them. 

22 Vrechofpatee, The preceptor of the good fpirits, 
and the planet Jupiter, 

12 23 Sahnalee tree. The filk cotton tree, commonly 

called fcetnal. 

— 24 Koomoodeenec-nayaka. A fpecies of lotus which 

blofibiTis only in the night. 

— 25 Laghoo-paianaka. Light-flier, 

13 26 Cheeira-greeva. Motley-neck. 

14 27 Koofa, A fpecies of grafs efteemed facred by the 

Brahmans, and ufed in moft of their religious 
ceremonies. The lion, in this fable, is made 
to hold it in his paw, to appear like a devotee, 
and to beget confidence. 

1 5 28 Hold up a bawd and a Brahman ivho is a cow* 

killer as examples in our religion. This fcntencc 
undoubtedly alludes to fome vulgar fiifts at the 
time well underftood. Perhaps the bawd hath 
a reference to the woman in Fable v. p. 121. 

x6 29 0 joy of the houfe of Pandoo, This hemiftich, and 
the preceding three verfes, feem to belong to the 
Mahabharat^ and to be addreffed to Arjoony one 
of the five fons of Pandoo, 

The 



[ =98 ] 

Page. Na. 

17 30 The Jludy of what is ordained. The ftudy of the 

divine law. 

O Jon of Koontee. Koontee is the name of the mo- 
ther of three of the live fons of Pandoo, Pro- 
bably this addrefs is to Atjoon^ the youngcft of 
thofe three. Sec Note 29. 

18 32 And having purified. The Hindoos not only wafli 

.nemlelves after any impure aftion, but alfo 
before divine worlhip, and the receipt of any 
extraordinary benefit. 

— 33 Dharma-Sajlras. Books containing men’s mo- 

ral and religious duties, as enjoined by the di- 
vine law. 

— 34 Teds. The word ved^ or veda^ fignifies knowledge 

or fcicnce. The facred writings of the Hindoos 
are fo diftinguiihed, of which there are four 
books. 

— 35 greateft part of this verfe, in the original, is 

fo obliterated, that the tranflator is by no means 
certain, that he has given the meaning of his 
author. 

— 36 Like wajhing the elephant. W afhing the blacka- 

moor white. 

20 37 Even in eating. There is nothing a Hindoo is fo 

fcrupulous about as his eating. Even the me- 
nial fervants of Europeans, who are the very 
refufe of the people, would rather ftarve than 
eat or drink after their mafters. 

— 38 ^ delufion ofreafon. To this delufion of reafon, 

which in the original is exprefled by a fingle 
word (mohd) fome Hindoo philofophers attri- 
bute all natural images which are prefented to 
the mind through the medium of the fenfes; 

for. 
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for, fay they, remove this veil of ignorance, an4 
it will be found, that matter a mere phantom^ 

The hlrth of a golden deer is ImpoJJible ; nevcrthelefs 
Ram longed for the chace. This pafTage fee ms 
to relate to fome adventure in the wars of Ram 
againft Ravan the tyrant of Ceylon, which are 
the fubjedt of a beautiful poem, called the Rd- 
mdyan. 

Heeranyaka* Wealthy. 

Gandakec. A river which empties itfelf into the 
Ganges near Patna. 

Neetee^Sajlras. Vide note 20. 

The effe£i of the evil committed in a prior exijlencc* 
Vide notes 16 and 17. 

And defended from the power of the Supreme Ruler* 
Vide notes 16 and 17. 

Salvation* Union with the univerfal fpirit of 
God, and a final exemption from mortal birth, 

Qualities* The Hindoos believe organized mat- 
ter to be governed by three principles, which 
they term fatwa^ ^nd tama. The firll in- 
fpires truthy the fecond pajfwty and the third 
fin. See Geeta, ledtures xiv, xv, xvi. 

Three regions of the world. Celeftial, terreftrial, 
and infernal regions. 

Tojan. A land meafure of about eight Englifh 
miles. 

Eclipfes. The vulgar opinion of the Hindoos is, 
that thefe phoenomena are produced by a large 
ferpent, or dragon, feizing the fun and moon. 
(Vide Geeta, page 149, line 19, &c.) 


Time* 
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pFge. Not 

28 50 Time. Time is conftantly perfonified by the 

Hindoo poets, and made the univxrfal agent of 
death and deftrudion. 

29 51 Like broken Anjan. Crude antimony, and fomc- 

times lead ore, of which they make a colly- 
rium. Thefe comparifons have a ridiculous 
appearance in Englifli ; but the Hindoos pre- 
fer the ufe of nonfenfc, in their abufe, to curfes 
and blafphemy. 

30 52 Magadha~dcja. The country about the city of 

Gya was anciently fo called, 

■— 53 Champaka. A tree which bears a beautiful yellow 

flower of a very^ powerful and agreeable feent, 
known to tuiopeans Ly tnc name of Champak. 

31 54 Kfirndra-hoedhee. Low-minded, mean-fpirited, 

'bad-hearted. 

-r-i 55 Soo-boodhee. Well-judging, good-hearted. 

32 56 Bhageeratce. See note g. 

— 57 Deerga-karna. Long-ear. 

34 58 Brahma-chary a, Forfaking all worldly concerns 
to lead a godly life. Fide following note, 

5g The duties of a houfekeeper. The Hindoo divines 
ordain four modes of life, which are thus deno- 
minated : Brahma-charya^ Graha-ftha^ Fana- 
prajiha^ Sannydfa. The followers of the firft 
mode live in fociety, but are not allowed any 
of its pleafures, Thofe of the fecond are the 
houfekeepers, who are enjoined hofpitality and 
every focial duty. The third mode is retire- 
ment from fociety into the wilderr.ei a' the 
term imports. And the fourth a total forfaking 
of all worldly things. Thofe who prefer the 
latter mode are, for the moft part, wanderers. 

In 
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In the Dharama^'SaJlra of Manoo the particular 
duties of each are very fully treated of. 

35 6o Taking with him all the good actions of the owner. 

This doftrine is ftrongly inculcated in every 
Hindoo fyftem of morality, and, feemingly, 
with a very powerful efFeft ; for a beggar is 
never feen to turn away from a door in India 
with difappointed hopes. 

— • 6 1 Fire. This element, in ancient times, fecms to 
have been univerfally deified. The Hindoos 
are enjoined by thofe laws they efteem of di- 
vine origin, at a certain period to light up a 
fire, which muft be produced by the fridlion of 
two pieces of wood of a particular fpecies, and 
to keep it up as long as they live. With this fire 
all their facrifices are burnt, their nuptial altar 
flames, and, finally, the funeral pile is kindled. 

35 62 The Brahman is the fuperior of the tribes. Thefe 

tribes were, originally, only four : the Brahman^ 
(divines) Kjlfetrees^ (nobles and military) vifyas^ 
(cultivators of the land, herdfmen, merchants, 
and mechanicks) and Soodrasj (menial fervants). 

— 63 Chandala. An outcaft. One of the very 
loweft order in fociety, employed in all the dirty 
ofHccs for the four fuperior tribes, (v. note 62.) 

64 The cat having touched her two ears^ and then the 
ground. A very expreflive way ot declaring 
abhorrence. 

36 65 Even Religion. The original word (dharma) in- 

cludes every moral and religious duty. 

40 66 Are made of leather thongs^ and it being Sunday^ how 
can I touch them with my teeth ? Good Hin- 
dpgs efteem all animal fubftances unclean; 

bu( 
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but the queftion is, why the jackal was ferupu* 
lous about touching them of a Sunday j unlefs it 
was out of refpeft to the God of day^ after whom 
it is called, 

41 67 Fafoodha» The earth. 

— 68 The ferpent is ornamented with a gem. It is a vul- 

gar notion in India, that in the heads of fomc 
fpecies of ferpents precious ftones are found. 

42 69 The gnat. The word in the original fignifies a 

mufquiiOy which, as far as the tranflator has car- 
ried his obfervations fince his return to his na- 
tive country, is no ways different from the 
common Englifh gnat ; except that it makes 
a louder noife, and is more venomous. 

43 70 Fortnights. The Hindoos have divided their lunar 

month into what they denominate the fookla^ 
pakjlm^ and the kreejhna-pakjha^ that is, the 
light fide and the dark fide (of the moon); the 
former commences with the new moon, and 
the latter with the full, 

46 71 ^ necklace of f earls. Strings of beads formed of 
various materials are univerfally worn about the 
neck in India, by men, women, and children. 

• — 72 Anointing with fanders. The Hindoos never wafh 
in the Ganges but they mark tbemfelves on the 
forehead, acrofs the arms, and upon the breaft, 
with a kind of pigment ipadc of the white (pe- 
des of fanders, or fandal wood, mixed with 
water, which they fuffer to dry on, 

— 73 The charm of attraffion. What the nature of the 

charm alluded to may be, the tranflator is at a 
lofs to explain. 


StogrffW* 
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-r- 74 Soogreeva. A baboon celebrated In the Ramayan^ 
or hiftory of Ranii as his faithful friend and 
ally, in his wars againft Ravana the tyrant of 
Ceylon. 

49 75 Veds. See note 34. 

— 76 Raja. In the ancient Hindoo government, be- 

fore the MufTulman conqueft, which feems to 
have been feodal, this title was granted by the 
fuperior lord, who was ftiled Maba-Raja (great 
Raja,) or Adheefwara^ (fuperior Lord,) to the 
chiefs of the KJhetrec or military tribe only, as 
a reward for merit, or as an appendage of of- 
fice, with the ceremony of fprinkling confe- 
crated water upon the head ; but, at prefent, the 
pherman of the king of Dehly is, but too often, 
iflued to ennoble collectors of revenue, and 
wretches of the loweft clafs, deftitute of every 
merit but that of immenfe wealth. The term 
is derived from a root fignifying to appear with 
Jplendor. 

50 77 The chief of ferpents. The ferpent Sejh or Andntd. 

(See note 15.) Employing the emblem of eter- 
nity with a thoufand tongues in the character 
of Fame, is not ill imagined. 

51 78 Choora-^karna. Ring-car. 

— 79 Gowr. The ancient city of Gowr, which is now 

in ruins, was the capital of a province of the 
fame name, now included in that of Bengal. 

53 80 L^elavatee^ Sportive, wanton. 

^ 81 Makar a^ketoo. One of the titles of the Hindoo 
Cupid, who is commonly called Kama^deva^ 
the God of Love. 


# ♦ # # Xhe 
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54 827 * * ^ The tranflator, un<Ier the fiattering^ 

55 ^33 hope-that his book will neither be deemed im- 

proper, nor found deftitute of entertainment 
for the fair fex, has carefully refined a great 
many indelicate expreflions, which a Hindoo 
lady, from grofler habits, might hear without a 
blufh ) and even omitted whole paflages, where 
that could not be eflFefted but by a total change 
ef the author’s meaning. 

56 80 Leclavatee was correSied hy a hidden rod. That is, 

fhe was obliged tolilence the woman with hufli 

money. 

59 81 // is h 'ftcr that the (funeral) fire Jkould he blown up 

w'th the breath of life* Death itfclf is prefer- 
able t j the want of the means of affording relief 
to thole in diftrefs. 

60 $2 Haree* See note 15. 

83 Philofof.y. There is no word in the Sanlkrcet 
which anfwers exa£Hy to this serm. Tne ori- 
ginal is pdndeetyay an abllracl formed from 
pandect* (See note tp p. 8, No. 21.) 

62 83 And hy vAyom the isoice of an eunuch hath not been 

heard* "How greatly do the taftes of nations 
differ ! 

•— 84 Narada* One of their feven wife men, to whom 
is attributed the invention of the mufical in- 
ftrument called veend* 

63 85 Vafookee* The ferpent employed in churning the 

ocean for the wrater of life. (See 

86 Hara. One of the titles of Seeva^ the deftroying 
power of the deity^ .who jl reprefented with a 
large fnake about his neck byway of necklace; 
a proper ornament for the God of T^errors, 
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87 As long as the Jiock of virtue acquired hy birth Jhatl 
lajl^ This fentence is agreeable to the notion, 
that the joys of heaven are to laft for a period 
meafured by our good aftions in this life. 

— 88 That place in heaven which is confecrated to friend^ 

Jhip, The Hindoo Divines have divided hea- 
ven into different regions which they call lok. 
Thus there is the peetree-ldky or region of fa- 
thers, and'the rnatree-lok^ or region of mothers; 
but there is no region allotted for old maids 
and bachelors ; thefe are obliged to renew their 
youth in this life, and try their luck once more.' 

64 89 Kefava, One of the names of Veejhnoo in his in- 

carnation of Kreejhna. 

• — 90 Manhood like a drop of water ^ tranfient and unfteady^ 

A drop of water upon a leaf of the lotus, mufl: 
be underftood ; agreeable to the following he- 
miftic engraved on a copper-plate bearing date 
56 years before the Chriftian lera ; and which, 
about the year 1781, was fent from India as a 
prefent to Lord Mansfield ; 

‘‘ Riches and the life of man are tranfient as 
“ drops of water upon a leaf of the lotus.'* 
Tranjlated by C, TV, 1781- 

65 ()i To the celefiials. In facrilices and other expenfivc 

ceremonies. 

— 92 ^ manfion below. The Hindoos place their hell, 

which feems to be but for a temporary punifli- 
ment, in the bowels of the earth. 

66 93 Kalyana^kattaka, Probably an ancient name for 

the province we call Cattack, 

•— 94 The Veendhya mountains. That chain which is 
feen about Chunar-ghur. 

X 67 95 Deerga^ 
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67 95 Deergn^rava^ Long-cry. 

68 96 Five dements^ Earth, air, fife, water, and aether. 

70 97 Lakjhmee. The Goddefs of good fortune. 

76 98 Batta tree. The Banian tree. 

— 99 Kaleenga, Probably the ancient name of a dif- 

tricl on the coaft of Coromandel. 

— 100 Rookman-gada. Golden elephant. 

77 lOl ^ certain merchants The verfe which ufually 

introduces the fable, being in this place very 
defeSive, is omitted. 

— 102 Feera-fena^ Whofe troops are brave. 

78 103 Toonga^vala, From toongdy fierce, and vala^ 

flrength. 

— 104 Toova-r/ya* Literally Young Raja^ The title 

forme: ly born by the heir apparent. 

— 105 Makara^ketoo. See notes to page 53, No. 81. 

— ic6 Lavanyavatec, Beautiful. 

~ 107 Are the innate faults of wvman kind^ The fair 

reader will pleafe to obferve, that this fevere 
judgment of the fex was probably written by 
one under a vow of perpetual continence. 

79 108 And of his honour the fire heareth tefiimony. This 

fentence alludes to the ordeal by fire, which 
pra£lifed, even at this time, in India. 

~ 109 The Kokeela. A black bird, very common in 

India, which fings in the night, and whofe 
notes are as various and melodious as the 
nightingale’s, but much louder. 

80 no Karphoora^teelaka* iVlarked with white fpots. 

81 no KJhoodra-’booddhee. Low-minded, inean-fpirited, 

bad-hearted. 


83 III Tq 
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83, ui TotheGoddefs Gowree. Gowree is one of the 
names of the confort of Seeva^ (v. Notes to 
page I, No. 3) ; but as the fame word means 
a young (literally, a fair one) it will 

agree better with the context, if the reader 
will be fo good as to fubftitute — to the young 
women j inftead of — to the Goddefs Gowree. 

H2 Which are thefeekings of the offsprings our own 
works. This verfe is written in a kind of 
meafure which they call eendra-vajra^ (the 
lightning of the God of the heavens). The 
curious may not diflike to fee it in its original 
form 5 from which, and the verbal tranflation, 
he may judge of Sanfkreet compofition in ge- 
neral, and find an excufe for the quaintnefs of 
the tranflation in fome parts : 

fwa-karma-fantana-veecheftiteetanee 
own-wo rk-^off spring ffeeki ngs 
kala-’ntara-’vreetta-foobha-’foobhanee 
time-withln^jhuUgood^noUgood 
eehi-’va dreefhtanee mayi-va tanec 
here even feen by me even thofe 
janma-’ntaran^-Va dasa-'phalance 
hirth-within as it were ftage oj life fruits. 

The firft and fecond lines contain but one 
compound word each ; for there is no fign of 
either cafe, gender, or number, till you get to 
the end, where there is the termination of the 
plural number in the neuter. This manner 
of writing, which is very common, is called 
samdfa^ (throwing or placing together) and is 
a moft happy mode for the Brahmans, who are 
the interpreters of the law. 

X 2 
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89 1 13 On ivhofe diade 7 n is a crefeent. Seeva, the God of 

good and evil deftiny, who is reprefented with 
a crefeent in the front of his crown. 

90 1 14 Ratnavatee. Rich in precious things. Proba- 

bly the name was made for the occafion. 

— 1 15 Varddharnana. Growing great, rich, or opu- 

lent. This is the true name of that city and 
province in Bengal, which we commonly call 
Kurd wan. 

— lib All thofe who are looking high are growing poor. 

Whether this be the literal meaning of the 
author, the tranflator is not certain; if it 
be, he is at a lofs to interpret it to his own 
fatisfadlion. 

91 1 17 Al race like that of the moon. The Hindoo ge- 

nealogifts mention two races from which they 
boaft defeent : the Soorya-hangs.^ and the Chan- 
dra-vangs ; that is, the race of the fun^ and the 
race of the 7 noon. 

92 1 18 A collyrium. Crude antimony, and fometimes 

lead ore, ground to an impalpable powder, 
which the people of India put into their eyes 
by means of a polifhed wire dipped therein. 
I'hey fancy it clears the fight, and incrcafes 
the luftre of the eye. 

— 1 1 9 T'he collc^ed heap of the white ant, Thefe de- 

ftruclive infe^fs raife cones of cemented earth 
of an aflonifhing magnitude. They arc fre- 
quently feen in Bengal eight or ten feet high, 
and of a proportionate bulk. 

93 120 Sangfeevaka, Living together^ alluding to his 

being yoked. 

— I2I Nandana* Rejoicing 


Kafmccra^ 
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— 122 Kafmeera. The province of Caflimire. 

— 123 Soodoorga. Of very difficult afcent. 

94 124 Pcengalaka^ A word cxpreffive of the colour of 

a lion. 

95 125 Dreadful as the unfeafonahle roaring of a cloud, 

A few years fince there happened one of thefe 
unfeafonahle claps of thunder, without the 
leaft warning, from a fingle cloud that had by 
no means fhe appearance of one of thofe 
which threaten thunder. The lightning being 
attracted by the obelilk ere-ited in Calcutta to 
the memory of thofe who fuffered in the black 
hole, its (haft was greatly damaged, and a 
large flab of marble, on which was the in- 
feription, burfl: from the iron clamps which 
held it to the brick work, and (battered to 
pieces. 

95 126 Karattaka and Damanka, I'hefe are the ori- 

ginal names which the Perfians, and, after 
them, the Europeans have corrupted into 
Kalila and Danina. (See fables of Pilpav, 
5th edition, p. 49, 1. 26). The former may 
lignify, one vjho Uvetb a reproachful lifcy and 
the latter, one who chajlifeth^ corrclleth^ tameih, 

127 Togccs, Such as byfevere adls of penance, and 
a total abftradlion, fancy thcmfelves in unity 
with the Supreme Being. 

— 128 Chamara, A kind of whilk made of the tail of 

a particular fpecics of cow, and fometimes of 
peacock's feathers, finely ornamented, ufed to 
chace the flies away. In the vulgar dlaledt of 
Hindoftan this inftrument is called cho%ury\ 
which feems to be a corruption of the San- 
fkreet term. 

X3 
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— 129 Splendid litter. The Palinqueen, properly 

— 130 TPlth this affair. The lion^s returning from 

the river without drinking. 

98 13 1 Magadha. Probably the ancient name of fouth 

Bahar. 

— 132 The Kayqftha tribe. The fcribes, commonly 

called kayts^ of which clafs are moft of thofc 
employed by the Englifli, and other Euro- 
peans, in India, as writers and accomptants, 
under the titles SircaVy Banniany Crannsy See. 
and they are particularly famous for grand 
and expenfive entertainments in honour of 
their Divinities, which are generally given 
in temporary theatres of fufficient capacity 
to contain many hundred fpeftators. 

99 *33 Vetranajee. 7 'he city we call Banaris, which 

is a corruption of the former. It is a com- 
pound of two words denoting the two rivulets 
which bound that ancient city. 

— 134 Wajherman. Wafhing is fcldom performed by 

women in India, except as helpmates to their 
hulbands. 

— 135 White-cloth. 

100 136 Barbarian. The original word is larbara^ 

This is curious. 

102 137 With five poorans. The term pooran, (lite- 

rally ancient) is given to fuch Hindoo books 
as treat of creation in general, with the par- 
ticular genealogy, and hiftory of their gods 
and heroes of antiquity. But :why the num- 
heifive is chofen in this pl^cc is not eafily to 
be explained, 

JVh 9 
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138 ff^o Upon a parallel with riches is not found by 
riches ? Which feemB to fignify, who may 
noi acquire wealth if he exerts himfelf? 

106 139 The beauty of a thing is even, that by which it 

Jhineth. This paflage feems to imply, that 
beauty fliouH be eftimated by good quali- 
ties, rather than by outward flievv. 

JO7 14O Twine about him who fitteth by his fule. This 
feems to argue that princes are apt to ferve 
fycophants, and the panders of their plea- 
fures, in preference to good and learned men. 

ic8 1 41 Dejlroying the fruit. Difappointing. 

— 142 Freehafpatee. (Fide n^tes to p. 8, No. 22.) 

Amongft other titles given to this divinity, 
is that of Majler of Language. 

zog 143 This verfe was tranflated partly from conjec- 
ture, the original being defective in feveral 
words. 

410 144 4 Jhttanga-patci* This e;cpreffipn literally means 
falling doivn with eight members^ which is the 
moft humble and refpeftful mode of ap- 
proaching a great perfonage in India. 

— 145 Soorabhee. This name is alfo given to the cow 

of plenty., and this is the firft time the tranfla- 
tor has feen it applied to the eapfh \ but the 
earth may well be called the cow of plenty. 

IJ I 146 Kajlooreeka^ The mulk deer. 

,ti2 r47 And it doth not complain. In this evpreffion the 
allegory fteins to be carried too far. 

1 1 J 14.9 ' Foena. An ififtrumcnt of the firing kind, very 
much edfeinetji it> India. It is copftrudled 
of a long piece of (vtpon which a num- 
ber 
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ber of fteel firings are firained, and which 
ferves alfo for the finger-board, it being fur- 
niflied with frets almoft from one extremity 
to the other) with each end fixed horizon- 
tally upon the pole, (if the expreflion be al- 
lowed) of a large pumpkin, or an oblate 
fphere of wood hollowed for the purpofe. 

114 149 Alantrce-pootra. The literal meaning of this 

term is Counfellor~fon y but the context leads 
one to conclude, that the lion means to fay, 
he has been a long time the principal of 
thofe who are inferior to the prime minificr. 

1 1 7 150 Dadhee-kar 72 a, Whofe ears are the colour of 

curds : white ear. 

~ 1 51 Maha-veekrarna. Great courage. 

1 19 152 Deendccrna. A fmall drum which it is fuppofed 

Sceva the defiroying angel will found on 
the laft day, when all things fhall be dif- 
folved. 

1 21 152 A poor woman. In the original, a bawd. 

— 153 Brahma^pooree. There arc many places in 

India called by this name, which fignifies the 
city of God. 

— 154 Ghantta^karna. Bell-ear. 

123 155 Stabdha-^karna. StifF-ear. 

124 156 Kamandaloo. A difli which beggars colledt 

their alms in. 

— 157 Kakeenee. ^ A fmall coin of the value of twenty 

cowries^ (finall fliells.) 

— 158 Him who hath a ireafury. A fovereign... 

— 159 dijlant fituation. It means probably, that 

when princes are abfcnt from the feat of 

government. 
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government, their officers arp apt to be too 
prodigal of their treafure. 

125 160 Vifravana. One of the titles of the Hindoo 

God of Riches. 

126 1 61 Ft'om intimacy. Or y from acquaintance* 

— 162 Not taking the advantages which are found. Not 

colledling the king’s revenues. 

^28 163 Svjarna^rekha. Marked with lines of gold. 

There is fome degree of myftery in this 
verfe, which will vanifh upon reading the 
fable. 

^129 164 Kanchana^poora. The golden city. 

— 165 Veera-veekrama. Pofleifing the courage of a 

hero. 

— 166 Seenghala^dweepa* The ifland of Ceylon. 

— 167 feemoota-ketoo. jeemoota fignifies a cloudy and 

ketoo a flag. 

— 168 Kand'drpa^ketoo. One of the titles of the Hin- 

doo Cupid. 

130 160 Veena. Fide notes top. 113, No. 148. 

— 170 Lakjh?nec. The goddefs of good fortune. But 

as Sarafwatee is more properly the goddefs 
of harmony, it is apprehended her name 
fhould here be fubftituted for that of Lakfl- 
mecy which probably is a miftakc of the co- 
pieft, who, in general, is very ignorant, and 
often unacquainted with every part of the 
language, but the charafter. 

I<30 -.171 Veedya-dharees. Literally, female holders of feU 
ence. They are always reprefented as beau- 
tiful attendants, and are faid to be of divine 
•rigin. 


Gandharva- 
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•— 172 Gandharua^veevaha* This kind of marriagjP 
requires nothing but the confent of the par- 
ties, and in ancient times was lawful* 

— 173 Ratna^manjaree. A firing of jewels. 

— Kandarpa-ktlee. The fport oflove. 

— 175 Veedya-dhara. The plural of Veedya-dhari, 

in the mafculine gender. (Vide notes to thia 
page. No. 1 7 1.) 

1 31 176 The Jeafon for the commijjion of crimes. Night. 

133 177? The eight guardians of the univerfe. Eight 

— 1783 deities fuppofed to guard eight points of 

the heavens. 

134 179 Oofana. The planet Venus, and the tutor of 

the evil fpirits. 

— 180 Vreehafpatee. Vide notes to p. 8, No 22,. 

~ 181 Manafotkanta. Probably the mines of Gol- 
conda. 

136 182 Dwaravaiee. One of the names of the place 

commonly called Dwaraka. 

— 183 Vide notes to p. 54 and 55, No. 82 and 8j. 

138 184 Eightfold. This may be the cafe in India, ta 

which the obfervation is confined. 

139 185 Mandara. A fabulous mountain. (V. nolcp, 

to Bhagvat Geeta.) 

— 186 Doorganta. HarcUto-go-near. 

140 187 Animal immolation. The Hindoos fiill ofier 

kids and young buffaloes in their facrificea* 

142 188 Is a criminal. Literally, is tainted with evif. 

^43 '>89 Thr^ifMers. See p. 258, 1. firft. 

Sree 
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190 One' of the ili'ttfe^ 6 { id^nlee^ the god- 
cfrfs of 'good fottuile. 

19 1 Fortune delighteth to he where there is a babbler 

and a lijlener. Or, where there is an eloquent 
fpeaker^ and one learned in the divine law ; for 
the fanie words will BfeiV eitheY interpreta- 
tion. 

192 Uneajinefs, The original of this long verfe is 

written in a kind of meafufe called sdrdoola-- 
veekreereetd^ confining of four lines of nine- ' 
tee’ii fylfebles dach. 

193 As the Aswdidree the hilly. I'^Ke tranflator muft 

confefs He Ts ignorant of what this alludes to. 
The dfibataree is a kind of ferpcnt. 

194 ^he Saioonee iind the Sakata. The former fig- 

nifies ^ vulture^ arid the Tatter is a bird un- 
known to the trarilTator, and not defcribed in 
any of his nomenclatures. 

295 Partridge* In the fables attfiblifed tO Prlpay 
this bird is catted Gefandi. The name in 
Sanfkreet is Teeteebha* 

Ig6 The eagle* In the original Garootwanta the 
bird of Veefl)nob<y otherwrfe called Garoora. 

197 Dejlruhlion. Though this attribute more par- 

ticularly belongs to Seivoy yet it is common 
to alloxV tK^ feme powets to each of the 
three jficrfdns c5f the Hiftdod trinity, Brahma y 
FeefhhoOy {or l^araydna) and Seeva^ feeing 
thdy mean but one God, Brahm or Brahma* 

198 They lecome faults* Docs fo much of this verfe 

mean, that good qualities arc loft upon bad 
meit : are defpiled by them ; or, that virtue 
fe corrupted by bad company? 


A hundred 
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— 199 A hundred underjlandings are loji upon the infen-- 

ftble^ It is hard to determine what the au- 
thor intended by this fentence, unlefs by the 
word rendered underjlandings he meant wife 
judgments^ fenftble obfervations. 

— 200 TVho difpute about the quality. By the context 

this fliould mean, that we find caufe to com- 
plain, even in the midft of fruition, there be- 
ing no fuch thing as perfect happinefs. 

158 201 Dryland. This verfe, as connefted with that 

which immediately precedes it, feems to im- 
ply, that unfullied happinefs muft not be ex- 
pelled, till the order of nature be reverfed. 

— 202 A mirror to the blind. The Hindoos feem to 

have been long acquainted with the art of con- 
ftrutSllng mirrors of polifhed plates of fteel. 

— 203 Vileji impurities. This verfe feems to have 

been mifplaced, 

— 204 His hands at a dijlance. In the attitude of in- 

vitation; joined, with the palms upwards. 

159 205 Providence. The original word is ambiguous, 

and might, with equal propriety, have been 
interpreted by the term chance. 

— “ 206 TVicked men. The length of this verfe in Eng- 
lifh, when compared with its original, is 
two -fold, the latter containing only four 
lines of nineteen fyllables each ; but as it is 
hardly poflible to exprefs the fame idea 
clearly in our language, with fewer words, 
this remark may ferve to fliew, that the San- 
ikreet cannot be rendered intelligible in the 
dialeds gf Europe, but by a periphrafis. 


The 
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160 207 The bee fiyeth to the lotus. ITiis verfe is rather 

darkly expreffed. As connefted with what 
precedes it, it may argue, that, in general, 
animals though ever fo much prefled by their 
pafliions or appetites, are not wont to attack 
fuch as are ftrongcr than themfelves. 

' — 208 Amongfl vagabonds. This verfe is deficient in 
the original. The meaning of it, as far as 
one can judge from what remains, feems to 
be, that tyrants are either engaged in cruel 
wars ; or elfe, under the influence of para- 
fites, fpending their time at home in idle 
pleafures; which is but too common with the 
princes of Hindoftan. 

~ 209 Seekhandees. This word, probably, fignifies 

peacocks. The intention of the verfe feems 
to be this, — that wealth and greatnefs are 
frequently the ruin of thofe who poflefs them. 
The peacock is famous for running fall, but 
his fuperior agility foon fatigues him. 

— 210 His enemies. From the latter part of this verfe 
the former fhould fignify, that the 'minifter 
who yieldeth to the opinion of his fovereign, 
though deftitute of every good quality, is the 
moft likely to be a favourite. 

•— 21 1 Principle. This verfe, in the original, is full 
of blunders. The tranflator thinks his ver- 
fion is according to the author’s meaning. 

161 212 AJfiflance. The firft period ending with the 

word dead^ as applicable to the fubjeft, feems 
to imply, that the poor bull, who was the 
lion’s minifter, being by nature much weaker 
than he, his mafter had no real caufc to be 
apprehenfive of danger from him, 'I'liis 

makes 
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, ma,|ses a 'diftinia veife in original, and 
,M(as^jpiped to next period, which Is alio 

a ^oippjete verfe, by miftake. 

— .213 Tb^t can^repair it. Vq^s ithe author of this 

verfe mean, that offended princes are not 
. eafily pacified ? 

162 214 'Tbe lofs of one's own Jife^ ^c. A partial quota- 
tion of forae well known, maxim. 

— 215 That do5irine. Probably the doftrine laid down 

in the above partial quotation. 

r— ,21,6 The unly time of battle. Dying fword in hand. 

L64 .217 Jfur the murder of the elephant. The tranflator 
muft confefs, he is ignorant of what this fen- 
.tepee alludes to. 

1^65 218 Servants are not eaftly to .be found. That is, 

good fervants. 

166^ 219 A Brahman who eateth of all things alike. Al* 
though the Prahmans are by no means con- 
fined to a vegetable diet, as is generally 
fuppofed, ftill, Jike the. Jews and Muflul- 
mans, they are forbidden to tafte of many 
kinds of ilefh and.fifh. 

168 200 Karpoora^dweepa. Karpoora figmfiQS camphire^ 

gold^ and a particular tree commonly called 
plas ; and dwoepa, an ifland. The* tranflator 
is ignorant of the lituation. 

— 221 Padma^neelaya. Lotus, habitation. 

— ?^2 Heeranya^garbha. Gpld-belly, 

169 123 famboo^dmeepa. The habitable part of the 

earth, according to the ancient Hindoo geo- 
graphers. Almoft every preceding author 
. has declared, that this name is derived from 

two 
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two words, the former fignifying a jackal^ 
and the latter an ijland or continent \ into 
which error they have been led by the affi- 
nity of the word Jamboo to Jambooka^ this 
laft fignifying a jackal. But the truth, ac- 
cording to the authority of Sanlkreet dift- 
onaries, and a definition found in an original 
work treating of that country, is, that Jam^ 
boo is the name of a tree which bears a fruit 
commonly called zamin or jamin in Hindof- 
tan. The Hindoo poets Jiave imagined, 
that in the center of this dweepa (ifland or 
continent) there was a tree of that fpecies of 
an amazing fize, whence it derived the name 
of Jamboo-^du^eepa. 

124 Veendhya. See note to p. 66, No. 94. 

~ 124 Cheetra-varna. Motley-colour. 

170 125 A wife man is worthy to be ad*uifed\ hut an igno-^ 

rant one never ^ When the learned Pandect 
under whom the tranflator ftudied the San- 
lkreet language at their holy city of Banaris, 
ufed to be reproached by other Brahmans 
for communicating the key of their divine 
myfteries to foreigners, he conftantly fi- 
lenced them by repeating this hemiftich in 
the original. 

— 126 Narmada. A river which empties itfelf into 
the Gulph of Cambay, commonly called the 
Narbada. 

tjl 127 Clemency. This verfe wants precifion ; but the 
intention is clearly this ; — that an aflumed 
charaiSler may fometimes ferve one, inftead 
of a real one. 


Hvjiecna^ 
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173 128 Hajicena-^poora. The ancient name of the city 

of Dehly. 

— 129 Feelafa, Artful. 

T74 130 Refufed. This verfe, which is certainly a 

beautiful one, as quoted by the fubjecSls of 
the peacock, can only be applicable to him. 

— 1 31 Varoonee. A derivation from Varroona, the 

liindoo Neptune. 

176 132 Scele-Mookha^ This name feems to imply a 

blockhead, 

— 133 Veejay a, *\''i£lory. 

— 234 Chandra, The moon, which is efleemed of the 

mafeuline gender by the Hindoos. 

^77 ^35 figure of a rabbit is my ejnblejn. The Hin- 

doo poets have imagined the moon as a deity 
fitting in a fplendid chariot drawn by two 
antelopes, holding in his right hand a rabbit. 
This reminds the tranflator of what he muft 
ever mention with extreme regret ; — He 
brought with him from India a large collec- 
tion of Hindoo idols, amongft which was that 
01 the moon above deferibed. They were 
moulded under his own infpc6tion from a fet 
oi'pi intings lent him for that purpofe, and 
caft in metal, and of courfc coft him a great 
deal of money. They were exceedingly well 
packed, and arrived fafe at the cuftom-houfe, 
whence they were removed to one of the 
Company’s warehoufes, where they were ex- 
pofed to public fale; but having been bought 
in by the proprietor’s di regions, and carried 
to his houfe,for the greater fecurity in a coach, 
upon opening the box which contained them, 

to 
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to his inexpreiJible grief and mortification, 
he difcovered that they had all been taken out 
of the cotton in which they had been packed, 
and treated fo rudely, that not a figure had 
efcaped without the lofs of fome of its mem- 
bers! 

178 236 Chakra-vaka^ — Having a voice like the fcreeching 

of a wheel. A fpecies of goofe commonly 
called Brahmanee^goofe. The Hindoos ufe 
no greafe to their wheels. 

— 237 Know-all. In the original Sarva-gna. 

179 238 Expert in raijing a revenue. I/iterally, an up- 

raifer of wealth. 

180 239 A Brahman. This title has not hitherto been 

explained. As written in Sanlkreet, it fhould 
be Brahmana\ but, as before obferved, the 
final fhort a is often dropped in repeating 
proper names in another language. It is a 
derivative from Brahma Supreme Being; 
godly y divine y a divine. 

181 240 Seetawasfeized by Ravana. Seeta was the wife 

of the god Ram, and Ravana the tyrant of 
Ceylon.. {Kide Notes to p. 20, No, 39.) 

~ 241 The ocean may have bonds. The ocean is bound 
or confined by the dry land. 

242 Vartaka. Probably a fparrow. 

~ 243 Oojjayeenec. The ancient city commonly called 
Vgcln. 

“ 244 Peeppala-tree. The Indian poplar, commonly 
called Peepul. 

182 24s Vartaka. Vide Notes to p. 181, No. 242. 

Y Sru-ragaro. 
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184 246 Sree-mgara. Literally, the fortunate city. An 

ancient name of the city of Patna. 

— 247 DulUwit, In Sanfkreet, Manda-matce. 

185 248 Pray do people ever worjhlp thee? As they arc 

wont to do their idols, when adorned with 
garlands, and feented with fanders. 

— 249 Or give me to the Brahmans. By the laws of 

Manoo the Brahmans are allpwed to marry 
three wives, one from each of the firft three 
tribes. But this fentence cannot allude to 
that; — it fhould rather feein to refer to the 
7 iura-?nedbd^ or human facrifice, not uncom- 
mon in the earlier ages. It is not eafy to 
conceive for what other purpofe this good 
woman could be fold to the Godsy or given to 
the Brahinans. 

1 86 250 The woman who followeth her hujband. The 

woman who voluntarily burneth hcrfelf upon 
the funeral pile with the dead corpfe of her 
hufband; which is very common, on the 
banks of the Ganges, at this day, 

— 251 Heaven. The meaning of this verfe feems to 

be fimply this, that the woman who follow- 
eth her hufband in death will neceffarily be 
raifed into heaven. 

— 252 Her fathers will. The laws 6f Manoo have 

given the father full authority over his daugh- 
ters with refpeft to marriage. 

188 253 -ffy fome officer of our government. Does he mean 

that fome officer of their government had 
fent the booby, of his own authority, on pur- 
pofe to pick a quarrel with the fubjefts of 
the peacock? 


Vifuation. 
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189 254 Vifttation. Spies and private meflengers, at this 

day, are generally difguifed as pilgrims or 
mendicants, which chara£lers are Ikcred in 
every part of India. 

190 255 But difcord is not necejjity. This expreffion is 

fully explained by the verfe which follows it. 

191 256 Houfe, The original is the neck, which 

the tranflatpr has prefumed a mittake for 
greehd a houfe. 

192 257 Tortoife-like jhelter. Figuratively, a caftle or 

fortrefs. 

193 258 A cajlle. This and the preceding verfe form a 

tolerable picture of a Hindoo fort. 

— 259 Sarafa, That beautiful tall bird of the ftork 

fpecies, commonly called a Syrus. 

194 260 IVithout it the heard is bedaubed. This is pro- 

bably fome vulgar faying, which is not always 
founded upon truth. 

— 261 Cloud-colour, In the original, meghd-vdrnd, 

— 262 Seenghala-dweepa, The ifland of Ceylon. 

195 263 A dyer'' s vaty in Hindoftan, is a large pan funk 

in the ground, often in the little court before 
the dyer’s houfe. 

— 264 Sprinkled. The Hindoos ufe holy water inftead 

of oil. 

197 265 The clofe of the evening. The jackals feldom 

make their appearance till after fun-fet, 
when they fally forth in large troops, and 
font retentir I’air de leurs aboyemens,” as 
the compiler of Defcription Hijlortque et Geo- 
graphique deV Inde^ exprefles it. Totneiyp. 37. 

Y 2 Maha-rafu 
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198 'ibfy Maha-raja. lAtevTWy^ great Raja* A title ia 
thefe days, by no means confined to men of 
royal, or even noble extraAion. 

200 267 Veendhya mountains. {Fide Notes to p. 66, 

No. 94.) 

201 268 Far^fee. In the original, Do^d^ddrsle* 

— 269 Soothfayer, The Hindoos of the prefent age do 

not undertake any affair of confequence with- 
out confulting their aftrologers, who are 
always Brahmans. 

— 270 Lucky moment. The lucky and unlucky days 

are generally pointed out in their almanacks, 
but as thefe are always written in Sanfkreet, 
none but the Brahmans can explain them. 

202 271 Adhyakftja. Literally, Overfeer* Probably an 

officer like our quarter-mafter general. 

— 172 Ser/iglio* The original word is kalatram^ 

which fignifies either wives or a place of 
fafety. 

— 273 Swamec, This word in the common accep- 

tation means majier ; but in this place, pro- 
bably, cither the prince, or his commander 
in chief. 

203 274 Chariots, Although thefe are difufed in battle 

at prefent, they are conftantly mentioned in 
their ancient books, as a neceilary part of 
an army. 

— 275 Foot. Thehorfe, chariots, elephants, and foot, 

are, in. Sanfkreet, called the four members of 
an army. 

~ 276 Sena^^patee. LitexdWy^ army-mq/ler a general. 

— ■ 277 Troops. {Fide Notes to this page, No. 275.) 

Rolling 
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— 278 Rolling Jlones down from the tops of Jleep places. 

It is common to fee ftones, formed round 
for this purpofe, placed upon the parapets of 
Hindoo fortrefles, at this day. 

279 Attaveeka. Thcfe feem to have been hatchet- 
men ox pioneers. 

206 280 Death. This verfe is defedlive in the original. 

207 .281 Our fine language is contradicted by our actions. 

Morality forbids us to advance our fortunes 
at the expence of others ; but Policy pays no 
attention to this injunction. 

— 283 Light and darknefs. Good and evil. 

— 284 Pooroheeta. Spiritual guide. 

208 285 Karpoore-manjaree. White pearL 

209 286 Rajah-pootra. Literally, the fon of a Rajah. 

A warlike tribe, commonly called Rajepoots. 

— • 287 Soovarnas. Gold coins. 

210 288 Tamboola. The beetle leaf; but, in this place, 

the whole compofition commonly called 
pawn by the natives of Bengal, and beetle by 
the Europeans, muft be underftoodj which, 
every one knows, is given in India by a fu- 
perior as an inviolable token of friendlbip, 
favour, and protection. (Sec page 220 1 . 7, 

~ 289 Darh fide of the Moon. (See Notes to p. 43, 
No. 70 

211 290 Sree. The goddefs of good fortune. 

~ 291 Two and thirty marks. What thefe are the 
tranllator is unable to explain. 

29Z The goddefs who prefideth over the welfare of all 
nature. This long epithet is cxpreiTed, in 
X 3 * the 
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the original, in two vjoxAs^farva mangala^ 
which is one of the titles "of Bhavanee the 
confort of Seev, In her deftru6Iive quality 
(he is called Kalel (a name derived from 
Time) and it was to her, under this 
image, that human facrifices were wont to 
be offered, to avert any threatened evil. 

ai2 293 X)nr tribe. To the tribe of Raja-pootra, or 
foldiers. 

— 294 The temple of the Goddefs» (See Note above. 

No. 292.) 

213 294 prefent thy kingdom is not fuhdued. The god- 

defb Sree hath not yet forfaken thy dominions* 

214 295 Of her. From the tenor of this period, it 

fliould fccni, that the king, when he followed 
Vecra-vara, did not go near enough to ob- 
ferve all which paffed with the goddefs Srcc. 

215 296 Karnatta. The country we call Carnatick. 

216 Ayodhya. The province of Oud. 

— 298 Choora-manee. Crown-jewel. 

— 299 In ivhofc diadem is a crefceut. One of the titles 

of Sceva. [Vide Notes to page i, No. 4.) 

218 300 Dreadful fires. The armies of the native 

princes of India, who are feldom provided 
\vith tents, often fereen themfelves from the 
inclemencies of the weather, witii temporary 
coverings of reeds or rufhes, and their can- 
tonments are generally made of mats and 
Itraw. 

220 301 Beetle. In the Sanfkreet, Tdmhoold. Sec 
Notes to page 210, No. 288. The compo- 
fition of what Europeans call Beetle is too 
generally known to require a note. 
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302 Spicy* This word was fubftitutedby the tran- 
flator in the room of one which feemed to 
him an error in the original. 

— 303 It beautifieth the mouth. Stains it red. 

— 304 Heaven. The tranflator is of opinion this ac- 

curate defeription of the qualities and pro- 
perties of Beetle has no bufinefs in this 
place. It would fuit better after the word* 
Tamhoola^ p. 21 o, 1. 4. 

— 305 JVhat fore arm is not fretted by a garment of ]mir ? 

When are not the poor opprefled ? or. Doth 
not one misfortune bring on another ? 

221 306 Happinefs. This verfe, in the original, is de- 

feftive. 

222 307 In a cow-houfe. Probably from the danger of 

being tolled, rather than out of refpedl to 
thofe holy animals. 

224 308 Forfake a clean pot. Hindoos generally boil 

their food in earthen pots, which they never 
ufe a fecond time. 

— 309 See page 26, 1 . 5. 

225 310 This verfe, in the original, is fo full of errors 

and confequent obfeurity, that nothing but the 
context could have difeovered the meaning. 

229 31 1 The regions below. The original word is v^eechee^ 

which only means a particular divilion of 
thofe regions. 

230 312 When Prakreetee is forfaken by her lord^ great as 

fhe is^floe doth not furvive it. To underftand 
how this verfe is applicable to the fubjeft, it 
is necelFary the reader be informed, that by 
the word Prakreetee^ (here fignifying, that 

from 
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from which all things are made : Principle^^ 
Nature perfonified as a beautiful female — the 
Hindoo Eve^) is meant the principal men^ 
the nobility^ 

— 313 Dhanwantaree, The iEfculapi us of the Hindoos. 

231 314 TVhofe horns Jlroke his Jhoulders. Having long 

horns. 

— 315 Veedhya-dharees. See Notes to p. 130, No. 171. 

— 316 Who go to heaven. For a time meafured by 

their virtues. 

234 317 Evils of his own feeking. By the vices of a for- 

mer life. 

— 318 Magadha-defa. The ancient name of the 

country about Gya. 

235 319 Phooilotpala. Relating to the produftion of 

aquatic flowers. 

— 320 Fate-noUcome* In the original, ^agata-veed- 

hata. It was neceflary to tranflate the namest 
to fave the fpirit of the fable. 

— 321 JViuagainJhiuwhen-come^ In Sanlkreet, pra- 

tyootpanna-matee. 

— 322 WhaUvjilUbe . In the original, yad-bhaveefliya. 

236 3^3 Veekrayna^poora^ The city of vidlory. A com- 

mon name of places. 

— 324 SamQodra-’dootd. EmbafTador of the fea. 

— 325 Ratna prabha. Gem-fplendour. 

— 326 See Notes to p. 54, No. 82. 

”37 327 See p. 138, 1. i. 

— 328 That is not to be which is not to be (sfc. A par- 

tial repetition of a verfe quoted p. 6. 1. i. 

yi wtafel. 
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238 329 AweafeL In the original nak$oh* (In Hin* 

doftany nawl or noul* ) A fagacious little ani- 
mal, not bigger than a rat, noted for attack- 
ing and killing the moft venomous ferpents, 
after which it always runs into the thick 
grafs, as it is fuppofed, in fearch of an an- 
tidote. 

239 329 Reva. Perhaps the proper name of the river we 

call the Rauvef which runs into the Indus* 

243 330 Gowtama. The declared author of a metaphy- 
fical work in the Sanlkreet language, called 
Nyaya-darsana, the firft volume of which is 
faid to have been depofited in the British 
Mufeum. 

246 331 See the whole of this verfc before quoted, p, 

162, 1. 17. 

247 332 Devee-kotta* The city of the goddefs* Its fi- 

tuation is forgotten. 

— " 333 Deva-Sarma. The peace of God. 

^ 334 ^be original, Saktoobhook- 

sarava, a dijh to eat tarts. 

— 335 ^ which happened to he thei‘e. It is very 

common to fee a fmall bedfiead in the (hops 
in India. 

— Kapardakas. Ten Cowries. 

248 337 A lack. In Sanlkreet Idkjha. One hundred 

thoufand (rupees.) 

— 338 Turned him out of doors. According to the ori- 

ginal, turned him out of the Jhop. 

249 339 Vreehafpatee. (See Notes to page 8, No* 22* ) 

250 340 Sec Notes to p. i, No. 4. 


Sarafwatit. 
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— 341 Sarajiuatee. 7’‘he goddefs of fpcech, harmony, 

and the arts. 

251 342 A kind of infatuation. In the original, moorhata^ 

the ftate of being foolifh. 

— 343 mother of the univerfe. An epithet of the 

goddefs Parvatee. 

— 344 KJhatreeya. The fecond of the four grand 

tribes ; a foldier. 

— 345 of the third order in focietyj a 

merchant. 

253 346 Bamboo. In Sanfkrcct, vdngsd. They grow 
in clumps, and often fo clofely connedled by 
their own knotted branches, that it is with 
great difficulty they can be feparated. 

— - 347 J^madagnee. The father of that Ram who is 
faid to have deftroyed, in feveral battles, all 
the males of the military order. 

255 348 Out of time. Out of fcafon, or when there is 

no occafion for an army. 

257 349 Six modes. In the original Jhadgoorid. 

— 350 The fecret of five members. Panchango-mantra. 

~ 451 The four means — Of concluding a war^ is under- 
ftood. In Sanfkreet Chatwara-oopaya. 

^58 352 The three powers. Traya-saktee. 

— * 353 Seenghala^dweepa. Ceylon. 

— 354 Mahabala. Great-ftrength. 

1.59 355 Variance, There is fuch a play upon words in 
the original of this verfe, that the tranflation 
is but a faint lefemblance. 


A very 
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— 356 A very private letter. The original exprefSon 

feems to favour the idea of their being ac- 
quainted with the art of writing in cypher. 

260 357 Toodhee Jhteera, Firm in battle. The name 

of a king who reigned over Hindoftan up- 
wards of four thoufand years ago. 

261 358 Gowtama, (See Notes to p. 243, No. 330.) 

— 359 A goat. In the.Englifli tranflation of the fa- 

bles falfely attributed to Pilpay, p. 206, it is 
a fine fat flieep ; which, by the bye, is an 
animal never facrificed by the Hindoos. 

262 360 Madotkatta, From mada^ courage, vigour, 

mettle, and ootkatta^ fierce. 

263 362 Thorn-eater, Camels are fond of browzing 

upon thorny plants. 

265 363 Afwamedha facrifice. The facrifice of the 

horfe, in ancient times performed by a king 
at the conclufion of a great war in which he 
had been victorious. 

— 364 See p. 230, 1 . I, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

266 365 The good ?nan ivajhcd himfelf, Becaufe he had 

touched what he fuppofed a dog, which is 
efteemed an unclean animal. 

— ■ 366 Manda^veejarpa, Slow-glide. 

268 367 At the king's gate. Figuratively, when in con- 
finement. 

* — 3 ^^ ^^‘fnetery. The original word conveys 

the idea of a place by a river’s fide, where 
thofe whofe lives arc defpaired of are carried 
and attended till dead, and where, at length, 
their bodies are burnt to afhes. 


Kapecla, 
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— 369 Kapeela. The real name of one of their an- 
cient faints, from whofe works probably the 
following verfes are quoted, 

169 370 The five elements mentioned in this verfe arc, 
fire, air, water, earth, and a fubtile matter 
they call akas. 

270 371 The entrance into life. Regeneration in the li- 

teral fenfe, 

271 372 When our children are untimely born. A Hin- 

doo’s hopes of happinefs after death greatly 
depend upon his having children to perform 
the ceremonies of the Sradha^ (offering cakes 
to the manes of their anceftors) by which he 
is taught to expe< 3 :, his foul will be releafed 
from the torments of Naraka. 

I'jl 373 The wildernefs. It is very common, at this 
time, for men to quit their wives and fami- 
lies, and all worldly concerns, to lead a godly 
life in fome retired place, or elfe to wander 
about the country as beggars, 

273 375 Bharata. This word is a derivative from 
Bhariita one of their moft ancient kings; and 
it is the only name formerly ufed by the 
natives themfelves for the countries we in- 
clude in the term India ; for both the appel- 
lation Hindoo for the people, and Htndojlan 
for the country, now generally ufed by na- 
tives and foreigners, were probably given 
them by their neighbours the Perfians. The 
river improperly called the Indus is quite out 
of the queftion, either as giving a name to 
tbe* country, as many have imagined, or 
borrowing one from it, according to the 
opinion of the late Alexander Dow, efqj 

ia 
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in the Diflertation prefixed to his Hiftory of 
Hindoftan, p. xxxi. 1 . I2| who in the fame 
page afferts, that the Hindoos are fo called 
“ from Indoo or Hindoo, which in the Shan- 
‘‘ fcrita language fignifies the Moon.” It is 
true that ecndoo *s one of the names of the 
moon, but not hindoo. Let it fuffice that 
there are no fuch words as Hindoo or Hin- 
doftan, in the Sanflcreet language. In Per- 
fiah we find HiW'for the country, and Hin» 
doo for the people. The proper name of the 
river we call the Indus, as written in San- 
flcreet charadlers, is S^mdfjoo, which, by the 
vulgar, is pronounced Seendb. 

273 376 Pandoo, The name of an ancient king. 

— 377 applied as a fort of remedy for one 

in pain* According to this doftrine eafe is 
only a relative afFeftion in this life, though a 
pofitive one in the next. 

274 378 Took the Jlaff according to the ufual forms. He 

renounced the cares of the world to lead the 
life of a Brahma-charee (Kterally one who 
walketh in God.) The ceremonies of ta- 
jcing the Aaff are fully explained in the laws 
of Manoo, chapter II. 

276 379 Seen^alo’-dweepa* Ceylon. 

— 380 Ablutions* Women are enjoined by the law to 

perform pofitive ablutions in the river, after 
child-birth, and at certain periods every 
month, before they can return to their huf- 
band’s bed. 

^77 38^ Offerings to the mams of his ancej%rs* See Npteg 
to p, 271, No. 372. 

Four 
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380 382 Four, means art mentUned, See p. 257, 1. 24. 

— 383 Reunited. The original ,,ivords rendered by 
broken^ united^ and reunited^ being applicable 
both to the breaking and mending of a veflel, 
as well as to friendly union and dilTolution^ 
the fpirit of the litnile could not well be pre- 
fer ved. 

281 384 Is one who can fee a great way. Alluding to his 

name Far-fee. 

282 385 The cooling flower which is dijirejfedhy the appear^ 

ance of day^ and afraid of the Jlars. A lotus, 

* which Ipreads its bloflbms only in the night. 

28 5 386 Rama and Soogreeva. The latter was aibaboqn 

who affifted the former in^ his wars againft . 
Rm)ana the king of Ceylon. 

286 387 The conjunction formed with one*s own army. 

The nature of this compaft is not eafily to 
be afcertained, for the name given to it does 
not explain it. 

~ 388 Gooroo. Vreehafpatee, the Gooroo or fpirltual 
direftor of the good fpirits. 

288 389 thirjly deer. Is a deer, more than ^y other 
animal, fo weakened by thirft as to be an eafy 
prey to his purfuers? 

— 390 Afwamedha facrifices. Sec Notes to p. 265^ 
No. 363. 

391 The golden union. See p. 284, 1 . 1 8. 


FINIS. 






